
“Wetlands sustain life. When we 
destroy wetlands, we destroy life” 

                        Martha Rojas Urrego

World Wetlands Day 2022 will be 
celebrated worldwide in 172 countries. 
Bonaire is joining the campaign theme: 
‘Wetlands Action for People and Nature.’ 

In August 2021, the United Nations 
declared Feb 2 as an international world 
wetlands day. The UN recognized the 
wetlands as among the ecosystems most 
threatened, having the highest rate of de-
cline, loss and degradation.

Since 1970, 35% of the world’s wet-
lands have been lost. Human activity was 
responsible for much of the loss:  drain-
age from agriculture, construction, pol-
lution, overfishing and overexploitation 
of resources, invasive species combined 
with, of course, climate change. In the 
last five decades, 81% of inland wetland 
species and 36% of coastal and marine 
species have declined.*

One in three freshwater species and 
25% of all wetland species face extinc-
tion from wetland decline, including 
water birds, fresh water dependent mam-
mals, marine turtles and coral reef build-
ing species.* 

*(www.worldwetlandday.org)

“Every misstep we make on land, ev-
ery action we take, good or bad has a 
great impact on our nature,” said Desiree 
Croes, the nature and environment edu-
cation coordinator of STINAPA. 

Bonaire is home to four designated 
RAMSAR** sites: Washington Slagbaai 
Park, Klein Bonaire, Pekelmeer and Lac. 
They are accompanied by eight lesser 
but, yet important, wetland areas. 

While many are concerned about 
protecting the health of Bonaire’s coral 

reefs, our wetlands should receive equal 
attention because protecting our reefs is 
exactly what the wetlands do. They pro-
tect our reefs by filtering out sediments, 
excess nutrients and even garbage before 
the polluted water can make its way to 
reefs. Our mangroves and salinas are 
nurseries for many of the animals that 
populate the corals reefs. It is said that 
approximately 40% of the world’s spe-
cies live or breed in the wetlands, that 
40% includes Bonaire’s flamingo. 

In addition, the wetlands act as a buf-
fer during extreme weather events.  The 
wetlands are one of the most productive 
ecosystems on earth.

To raise attention and draw support 
from Bonaire and the government, STI-
NAPA has written a manifesto.  On Feb. 
2, it will be presented by two Junior 
Rangers to Lt. Gov Edison Rijna and the 
RCN.  The document has been endorsed 
by the organizations Mangrove Maniacs, 
World Wildlife Netherlands, STINAPA 
and Cargill. 

Croes said, “It is our wish that admin-
istrators will soon determine the imple-
mentation agenda associated with the 
Nature and Environmental Policy Plan 
(NMBP) Bonaire and make the neces-
sary resources available for effective 
management of our valuable Wetlands.

To raise further awareness and provide 
educational information about the wet-
lands to Bonaire residents, STINAPA is 
running full page ads in Papiamentu in 
the EXTRA and Bonaireano newspapers. 

The manifesto is online at Change.org 
in the form of a petition for anyone con-
cerned about the Bonaire’s wetlands and 
nature to sign:  

https://www.change.org/watergebie-
denbonaire Unfortunately it is in Dutch, 
so we have provided the English version 
on page 7.

“Our ability to save the world’s wet-
lands rests on our capacity to foster 
greater consciousness and understand-
ing of the multiple benefits that these 
momentous, life-supporting ecosystems 
provide…,” said Martha Rojas Urrego, 
secretary general convention on wet-
lands. Julie Morgan

**Ramsar – The Convention on Wet-
lands is an intergovernmental treaty that 
provides the framework for national ac-
tion and international cooperation for the 
conservation and wise use of wetlands and 
their resources. There are 172 contracting 
parties and 2,435 wetlands of interna-
tional importance with a total surface of 
254,685,425 ha (629341390,988 acre).

Visit:  WorldWetlandsDay.org 
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FFlotsam lotsam     andand    JetsamJetsam

Covid-19 on Bonaire
totals as of FEBRUARY 1, 2022

388 active 
6527 total

8 hospitalized
27 deceased

Over 86% have had 1st vaccination

For up to date covid news go to the online 
Reporter https://bonairereporter.com or FB 

Government site is 
https://www.bonairecrisis.com/en/

The Public Entity Bonaire and Bonaire Properties NV have 
jointly signed a letter of intent, according to an end of January 
government press release. The letter of intent commits both 
parties to “investigate the possibility of developing the former 
Bolivia plantation into an estate with space for nature, living 
and working.” 

That of course only confirms what has long been public 
knowledge on the island. A search through the press release 
for the significance of the letter of intent disclosed a sequence 
of intended events. During the past year, the OLB and Bonaire 
Properties have been conducting “intensive consultations at 
official level.” The results of those discussions will now be 
turned over to a joint steering committee. The steering commit-
tee will prepare a preliminary development plan and present it 
“to the Island Council and a wider audience.” “Wider audi-
ence” perhaps refers to the general public.  Following Council 
approval, a new zoning plan for Bolivia will be prepared.

Most of the OLB press release consists of reassurances that 
the development will be good for the island and the approval 
process is being conducted rigorously.  DMR

Also see reaction letter page 5.

BES taxes to be reduced (just kidding) 

Covid-19 round-up

On Monday January 24th 2022, Lieutenant Governor Edison Rijna paid 
his nature fee of $45. Paying the scuba diver’s nature fee is required 
by law for everyone who wants to dive in the Bonaire National Marine 
Park. Although the online payment system was introduced in 2019, it is 
still possible to pay the nature fee over the counter at local dive shops 
and at STINAPA headquarters. 
Lieutenant Governor Rijna also received his limited-edition souvenir 
tag. This year the souvenir tag is completely made of recycled mate-
rials. Everyone who pays the nature fee can request the souvenir tag. 
This tag is not be a proof of payment, as it is still required by law to 
carry the paper proof of payment or the digital QR code.
To pay the nature fee go to: stinapa.bonairenaturefee.org. For more 
information regarding the nature fee visit stinapabonaire.org.

The citizens of Bonaire, St. Eustatius and Saba will have to 
pay more to the tax authorities for 2022. Various deductible 
items have been reduced as of January 1, including the tax-free 
rate and the elderly person’s allowance. 

The tax-free allowance has been reduced from $12,575 to 
$12,198 a year, while the elderly allowance has been reduced 
from $1,421 to $1,378 a year. The mortgage deduction is 
capped at 30.4% (a change that seems to affect only taxpayers 
who earn more than $281,921 a year). On balance, taxpayers 
will pay more in income tax than before. 

The changes came as a surprise to most citizens, includ-
ing those in authority. The Executive Council has objected to 
the lack of openness about the tax increases, which were an-
nounced late and only in the Government Gazette. The local 
media was not informed.

The primary complaint, however, is that people in the Carib-
bean Netherlands will be paying increased taxes at a time when 
the government is promising to reduce the cost of living in the 
islands. The Hague announced a 10% increase in minimum 
wages, for example, but it will be partly offset by a sharp rise 
in inflation. And now the tax authorities will also claim a larger 
chunk of people’s disposable income.

The Tax and Customs Administration of the Caribbean Neth-
erlands (BCN) has explained that no decision was made to in-
crease taxes. Taxes are routinely adjusted each year in accor-
dance with legally mandated formulas that take into account 
changes in the inflation rate. Those formulas are intended to 
prevent abrupt increases in taxation rates.

The economy was complicated in 2021, however. And the 
government’s covid support programs in the BES islands fur-
ther muddied the waters. As a result the tax formulas, which 
BCN is legally required to apply, produced some tax adjust-
ments which ran counter to the government’s positive tax poli-
cies. Inadvertent tax increases resulted.

As to the notifications issue, the tax officials at BCN say the 
coming tax adjustments are always announced in the Govern-
ment Gazette in December. Interested parties simply need to 
look there to find them. BCN admitted, however, that perhaps 
this year a public announcement and explanation would have 
been in order.

In previous years, the tax leveling formulas have worked to 
the benefit of taxes payers. So no one had reason to complain. 
BCN said it should have anticipated this year’s public objec-
tions. DMR (thanks to Dossier Kingdom Relations)

OLB signs letter of intent 
on Bolivia development

Covid infections on Bonaire peaked, then dropped off in late 
January. But nothing in the numbers suggests a real decrease 
has occurred. Eight Covid-19 patients are currently in hospital 
on Bonaire. A recent death increased the pandemic total to 27. 

Employers and employees are responsible for not endangering 
public health. The Labor Inspectorate of SZW checks whether 
employers comply with the laws for a healthy and safe work-
place and whether the current corona rules are followed. The 
Supervision and Enforcement Department of the OLB checks, 
among other things, whether catering companies adhere to the 
closing times and corona rules. 

Visitors are allowed again at Kas di Kuido, Sentebibu and 
Special Care. Visitors must make an appointment in advance 
and do a self-test on arrival.  The tests are provided free of 
charge by Fundashon Mariadal. 

People who are in isolation or quarantine should not go to 
work. Employers can apply to SZW for ‘loss of wages’ (sick-
ness benefit) for compensation for loss of income of employees 
who are unable to work, including those in isolation or quaran-
tine. The employee must be reported to SZW by the employer 
on the first day that they do not come to work. The insurance 
doctor will then contact the employee to check whether the em-
ployer qualifies for sick pay for employees in quarantine or iso-
lation. Recently, a catering business was closed down because 
employees who had to be in quarantine were still working.

Covid patients are exceeding capacity at CMC hospital in 
Curaçao.  The 16 bed ICU unit is caring for 17 patients, 11 on 
ventilators.  The regular covid department, with 37 patients, 
is also full. Since the pandemic started, 27 covid victims have 
died on Bonaire. DMR

https://bonairereporter.com
https://www.facebook.com/TheBonaireReporter
https://bonairereporter.com


The Bonaire Reporter Feb. 2 - Feb. 16, 2022 Page 3 

Yara and Paulo Bastos are living their 
Bonaire dream. The restaurant team that 
owns and runs Blue Garden Brazilian 
Grill & Pizza Gourmet first came to Bo-
naire on their honeymoon in 2002 and 
just kept coming back. 

Yara and Paolo came for the diving and 
vacation and would visit once or twice a 
year from Brazil. 

“We decided that once our kids grew 
up we would come to Bonaire and open 
a small  restaurant, said Yara. ”We de-
cided to try a new life with our passion 
for food.”

The original idea was to open some-

thing small but friends on Bonaire con-
vinced them to open a restaurant that 
served meat . In 2015, they found a loca-
tion that was a bit too big  but they tried 
it anyway and Blue Garden is the result. 

“It was our dream and our dream has 
come true”, said Yara. 

Neither Yara or Paolo are formally 
trained as chefs but spent their whole 
lives cooking in the kitchen with fam-
ily and friends, so the menu results are 
100% Brazilian food with some innova-
tions.

The couple is introduced a new menu 
on February 1, but the favorites that put 

Blue Garden 
continued on page 8

Blue Garden – A dream come true

Yara and Paulo Bastos owners of the Blue Garden Brazilian Grill & Pizza Gourmet. 
Photo Julie Morgan

Blue Garden on the map are available. 
Yara said, “For the last seven years 

we’ve had the same menu. We have had 
great success with the old one and peo-
ple tell us how much they love it.”

Blue Garden is famous for introducing 
Bonaire to Picanha, a specialized meat 
cut from Brazil with dense marbling. 
The beef is pure Brazilian coming most-
ly from Angus cattle and considered ex-
tremely tender and juicy with an amaz-
ing flavor. Due to logistics the meat is 
shipped from Brazil to the United States, 
certified USDA prime then imported to 
Bonaire. 

Another item Blue Garden introduced 
to the island is Brazilian cheese bread, a 

gluten free bread   very famous in Brazil. 
Yara and Paola have added new ap-

petizers and more seafood. By the way, 
Blue Garden is  vegetarian friendly and 
has vegan and gluten free options on the 
menu. 

The new dessert menu items offered 
are a papaya dessert named Monks 
Heaven, a passion fruit mousse and an 
ice cream pizza. 

If you’re looking for famous Brazilian 
drinks, Blue Garden has them.

The fully stocked bar includes the fa-
mous Caipirinha made with cachaca, a 
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Property crime
Jan. 28-29. In the night an orange/white 

Yamaha Raptor was stolen from the porch 
of a home on Kaya Barakuda. On Janu-
ary 29, after a mechanic reported that the 
Raptor had been brought to him for “re-
pair,” two men aged 22 and 17 were ar-
rested for theft.

Jan. 31. A wireless LG speaker, a Sam-
sung mobile phone and a Wyze security 
camera were stolen when they were left 
unattended for 20 minutes under a lean-
to at a business premises on Kaya Neer-
landia. 

Jan. 24. In the late hours, tools were 
stolen from a home on Kaya Avelino J. 
(Abechi) Cecilia. 

Jan. 21-22. A dark gray SYM scooter 
with registration number MF-2812 that 
was left unlocked in front of a house on 
Kaya Venus was stolen. 

Jan. 20. A black, Rockrider bicycle was 
stolen from the parking lot of a super-
market on Kaya Nikiboko South between 
6:20 and 8:10 pm. It was locked with a 
chain lock.

Arrested/held in custody.
Jan. 30. At about 8:25 pm on Sunday, 

two cars collided on Kaya Papa Cornes. 
The driver who caused the collision 
was drunk. The opposing driver, a man, 
56, threw a beer bottle at the other car, 
smashing the driver’s side window and 
injuring the driver who was in the car. 
The man who threw the beer bottle then 
drove away but was later arrested for as-
sault with a weapon.

Jan. 28. Around 10 pm a man, 50, was 
arrested in Kaya Grandi for assaulting his 
daughter.

Jan. 27. A man, 38, was arrested in 
Bario Den Tera for violation of the BES 
Firearms Act. A firearm and the suspect’s 
car were seized for further investigation.

Jan. 26. A man, 36, was arrested for as-
saulting a woman using a broomstick as 
a weapon. 

Jan. 26. In the afternoon around 1 pm, 
the police station received a report of a 
fight at a bar restaurant on Kaya Andres 
A. Emerenciana. Plainclothes police offi-
cers who were nearby jumped in to stop 
the brawl. A man, 36, and a man, 30, were 
arrested for assault with a weapon. One 
of the suspects was taken to hospital by 
ambulance.

Jan. 25. In the evening a man, 36, was 
arrested for threating the doorman at a 
tourist accommodation when he was re-
fused entry.

Drug searches 
Jan. 25. For the past several months the 

Dutch Caribbean Police Force, in col-
laboration with the Public Prosecution 
Service, Customs, the Royal Netherlands 
Marechaussee and the Dutch Marina, 
have been carrying out house searches 
in connection with drug sales. Two men 
aged 40 and 46 have been arrested. Sev-
eral data carriers were also seized. Multi-
ple arrests in this case are not ruled out.

Traffic accidents/violations 
Jan. 27. At about 9 pm, a passenger car 

and a pick-up collided near Subí Colom-
bia on the road to Rincon. The driver of 
the pickup was trapped in his car and was 
taken out by firefighters. All three people 
involved in the collision were taken to 
hospital by ambulance.

Jan. 25. Two-car collision caused dam-
age to three parked cars. The driver of 
one of the cars was taken to hospital by 
ambulance.

Jan. 25. A fatal accident occurred 
around 7:30 am a car and a moped collid-
ed on Kaya Dr. Girigorio Hernandez kill-
ing the driver of the moped. The driver 
of the car stated that the moped, which 
was coming from the opposite direction, 
was overtaking cars. The driver of the car 
tried to avoid the oncoming moped, but 
the driver of the moped swerved in the 
same direction and collided head-on with 
the car. The driver of the car was taken 
to hospital by ambulance for a medical 
check-up.

Jan. 24. Two cars collided on Kaya Ko-
rona at around 7:30 pm. The driver of one 
of the cars was taken to hospital by am-
bulance.

Jan. 23. A collision led to machete chase 
when two cars collided on Kaya Aruaco. 
The drivers of both cars threatened each 
other with a machete. The 29-year-old 
man and the 31-year-old man were arrest-
ed for violating the BES gun law. 

Jan. 22. Around 11:15 pm, two cars 
collided when Car #1 driving on Kaya 
Macario Sint Jago turned to enter Kamin-
da Jato Bako collided with Car #2 which 
was driving straight. Both drivers were 
taken to hospital by ambulance.

Jan. 22. At approximately 12:30 am 
a car overturned on Kaya Korona. The 
driver of the car was initially treated on 
the spot by ambulance personnel but was 
eventually taken to hospital for further 
examination.

Jan. 21. In the morning hours a car col-
lided with a lamppost, which fell over 
and hit the road on Kaminda Gurubu. The 
driver of the car was checked on the spot 
by paramedics. WEB personnel removed 
the power from the lamppost to remove 
the danger to those present.

Jan. 20. At about 8 am a pick-up and a 
scooter collided on Kaya Endeavour. The 
scooter driver was taken to hospital by 
ambulance.

Jan. 19. A car crashed into a tree on Ka-
minda Karpata. The driver stated that he 
had a blackout. He was taken to hospital 
by ambulance.

Fire
Jan.21. Around 3 pm, the fire brigade 

extinguished a fire in a house in Den 
Tuna. No one was home when the police 
and fire brigade arrived. 

Public order
Jan 30. Around 7:45 pm, police checked 

on motorcycles and cars on Kaya Grandi 
and Kaya Korsou. A moped and a scooter 
were seized until the drivers could show 

POLICE REPORT Ask Kate & Jean 
Bonaire real estate advice

What is going on with Bonaire real es-
tate?  I have never seen properties sell so 
fast, everything I inquire about is already 
under offer!  Do you expect the market to 
cool or prices to go down? Mark

Hi Mark,
You are right, many properties on Bo-

naire are selling within days of hitting 
the market, sometimes even before we 
can get them on the website.  We are also 
seeing multiple offers and over asking 
price offers, as the Bonaire real estate 
market is keeping pace with real estate 
markets in the rest of the world.  While 
the speed at which properties are being 
sold may eventually change, I don’t 
think you will see prices go down.  In the 
past five years, Bonaire real estate prices 
have gone up every year.   Your best bet 
for finding a property is to work with a 
real estate agent who can contact you as 

soon as a property that meets your needs 
comes on the market.  Let them know 
your price range, what you are looking 
for, and how soon you are prepared to 
buy.  Don’t wait to see something appear 
online.  Jean and I have sold most of our 
recent sales to clients we notified even 
before the listing went on the website.   
Best of luck in your search, happy to 
help.

Kate and Jean, your Bonaire team 
Re/Max Bonaire 

If you have a real estate question or want 
to buy or sell property, email us at 
kate@bonairehomes.com. 

L-R: Jean and Kate

a valid driver’s license or proof of insur-
ance. A car parked on the roadside was 
towed away. Several streets leading to the 
center were closed to traffic. A little later, 
when there was almost no traffic in the 
Center area, the driver of a raptor decided 
to go ‘feverish’ and then tried to get away. 
The raptor was seized. At about 10 pm, 
all streets were reopened and traffic was 
allowed to continue.

Jan 29. The patrol went to assist with 
a ‘fever’ incident at Kaya L.D. Gerharts 
and to check incorrectly parked vehicles. 
The driver of a car parked on the verge 
was given the opportunity to remove his 
car. But moments later the car was parked 
in the verge again, and police found that 
the driver did not have a valid driver’s or 
proof of insurance. The car was taken to 
the police station pending the driver’s val-
id documents.

Jan. 19. The police station received a 
report about 5:30 pm that an elderly man 
had fallen in a house in Amboina. When 

the police and the ambulance arrived, the 
ambulance personnel started CPR, but to 
no avail. Later in the evening, the medical 
examiner diagnosed a natural death.

Jan. 17. Four car wrecks on Kaya Te-
resa Ilario were provided with a sticker 
so that Selibon could remove the cars. 
KPCN, the Supervision and Enforcement 
Directorate of the OLB and Selibon are 
working together to clear up car wrecks 
on the island. 

If the car wrecks belong to someone, 
the removal of the wrecks will be dis-
cussed with the owner. The owner must 
then sign a statement giving permission to 
have the end-of-life vehicles removed by 
Selibon. If someone refuses or does not 
cooperate with the removal, a fine may be 
handed out.

Did you see anything suspicious? Call 911 or 
717 8000 or the anonymous tip line 717 7251.

Royal Netherlands Marechaussee 
looks back on border control in 2021
The Royal Netherlands Marechauss-

ee (Koninklijke Marechaussee, KMar) 
is responsible for border control of the 
Caribbean Netherlands. 

In 2021, KMar refused 68 persons 
entry to the Caribbean Netherlands be-
cause they did not meet the entry con-
ditions such as nationality or length of 
stay. The entry check is also intended 
to prevent persons from entering whose 
motive is crime or working illegally or 
who in any other way forms a threat to 
the safety of the islands.

KMar also checks whether a visitor 
has sufficient financial means to provide 
for themselves. In the past year, 121 per-
sons were admitted subject to conditions 
such as a sponsor who becomes finan-
cially responsible and/or an obligation 
to report. The Immigration Supervision 
Department of the Dutch Caribbean 
Police Force (Korps Politie Caribisch 

Nederland, KPCN) carries out checks 
on compliance with admissions that are 
subject to conditions.. 

In 2021 the Royal Netherlands Mare-
chaussee fined 196 people for ‘overstay-
ing.’ The maximum permitted free peri-
od depends upon a person’s nationality 
and the purpose of the trip. People who 
are not residents of the Caribbean Neth-
erlands are fined if they exceed their free 
period. The amount of the fine depends 
on the number of days by which the free 
period is exceeded.
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A section of Caves & Karst 
Natural Reserve destroyed
Editor,

The rather worrying observation that 
Bonaire’s natural resources are disap-
pearing at an alarmingly quick rate is 
being confirmed by the fact that a sub-
stantial part of the Caves & Karst Natu-
ral Reserve, more specific the slice bor-
dering Kaya Uranus towards the East, 
has completely disappeared over the last 
couple of months.

A stretch of the reserve, that has spe-
cifically been designated as natural re-
serve under the guidelines from the In-
ternational Union for Conservation of 
Nature, has, over a length of over a 1000 
feet, almost completely been wiped 
clean and deprived of most of its vegeta-
tion, mainly consisting of endemic trees 
like wayaka, black willow, brasilwood 
and others. It’ll take years for the area 
to recover. Along with the trees all the 
bird nests have gone, too: prikichi, hum-
ming birds, various kinds of chuchubi: 
all gone.

The reason why this devastation took 
place is unclear. However, individual, 
smaller, parts were wiped clean in an 
earlier stage by the owners of small re-
sorts located on Kaya Uranus to create 
parking space for their client’s cars, it 
remains a mystery why someone shoved 
aside an amount of valuable vegetation 
the size of several football fields. Be-
cause of the protected status of the area, 
at least according to the recent Ruimteli-
jk Ontwikkelingsplan Bonaire (Spatial 
Development Plan) that describes it as 
’Nature’, building is not possible there. 
Does anyone know what’s going on?

Regards,Dr. Gijs Borsten

Stacking the Deck

There is a significant obstacle keep-
ing the Breemhaar family (“Breem-
haar’) from building 1500 houses, a 
resort, and a golf course on Plantation 
Bolivia (“Bolivia”). Bolivia currently 
has an “open space” designation under 
Bonaire’s 2010 Spatial Plan. With this 
designation, there can be no building of 
any kind in Bolivia. To eliminate this 
obstacle, the Government must change 
the designation of Bolivia from “open 
space” to a designation that would per-
mit construction. 

The environmental effect of develop-
ment on Bolivia is the most significant 
issue that must be addressed when con-
sidering a change in Bolivia’s zone des-

ignation.
Report after report has found that Bo-

livia has environmental features which 
are key to Bonaire’s sustainability. Ac-
cording to these reports, if Bolivia is 
developed, its valuable environmental 
assets would be destroyed and result in 
irreparable harm to Bonaire. Yet, not-
withstanding these reports, the Gov-
ernment, for reasons that can only be 
guessed at, is choosing to help Breem-
haar in its efforts. 

The Government’s first move to help 
Breemhaar took place in September, 
2021. At that time, the Government an-
nounced that it was authorizing Breem-
haar to undertake an environmental 
impact assessment (“EIA”) in connec-
tion with the Government’s proposal 
to change Bolivia’s zone designation.  
Many found this decision strange be-
cause an EIA is not required to change 
the designation of a zone. Even so, many 
were pleased because, it meant, by law, 
that they would have the chance to com-
ment on the EIA process. Further, the 
Nature Committee, (“Committee”) an 
organization authorized by law to advise 
the Executive Council on environmental 
matters, could also give its advice about 
the study. However, when people con-
tacted the Government and expressed 
interest in the EIA, the Government 
closed the door on them stating that the 
EIA which Breemhaar was conducting 
was “special” and since it was not re-
quired by law, the Committee was not 
entitled to advice, or participate in, the 
process. 

It is plausible that Breemhaar’s EIA 
will find that the development which it 
is proposing will have no adverse effect 
on Bolivia. It is also conceivable that the 
Government will accept such finding 
without modification and let it stand as 
valid. All of this would be accomplished 
without any involvement of the Com-
mittee and as it seems up-till now, with-
out any public input of any kind. 

Now it appears that only Bonaire’s Is-
land Council can play in the exclusion-
ary game that the Executive Council is 
controlling. The Island Council must 
speak out against the Executive Coun-
cil and call for a process that, at least, 
would permit public comment on and 
Committee advice of a proposal that 
will, in no uncertain terms, determine 
Bonaire’s ability to sustain itself.  

Foundation Save Planation Bolivia

A track for motorcycles
Letter to the Editor, 

Reading the article in today’s ABCon-
linemedia.com, I have to agree with the 
motorcyclists. There does need to be a 
track developed for them to participate 
in their sport’s events. On January 16, 
driving towards Rincon from Kralendijk, 
we got caught up in a ‘feathering’ event 

Letters & Opinions
The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints expressed by the various authors and forum participants 

do not necessarily reflect the opinions,beliefs and viewpoints of The Bonaire Reporter. 

on the main road. Cars were parked on 
either side of the road for an extensive 
distance, people were mingling on the 
road, motorcyclists were doing stunts in 
a very narrow slot between parked cars 
and the cars attempting to get past the 
area. I thought to myself, there really 
needs to be some safe place where they 
could be doing this and not tempting fate 
that they’ll not slide off the road, into a 
moving car or injuring onlookers.  

It all comes down to money but as rea-
soning human beings, can we not come 
up with some manner to finance such 
things for our local population? So much 
is directed towards tourists. If fines were 
actually collected when they are given 
to an erring corporation, or individual, 
could this money not be spent for such 
efforts? I know enough to balance a per-
sonal budget but delegating finances is 
not my forte. I imagine some of what is 
collected is spent towards wages, re-in-
vestment and new structures. I would 
think there is some way to designate 
funding for worthwhile causes for our 
local community. It might require that 
the motorcyclists themselves have to 
contribute via entrance fees (whereas 
now the main road and streets are avail-
able) and unless the police scrutinize 
each event, no money is exchanged by 
collecting fines, and possibly confiscat-
ing the motorcycle, et cetera. It may take 
the efforts of some of the motorcyclists 
doing some hard grunt labor in getting 
such a track in operation and organizing. 
Is there anyone reading this who might 
have suggestions?  Bless the tourists but 
share some blessings with the local pop-
ulation also. If you are wondering, I’m 
80+ years of age and have no involve-
ment with motorcycling. 

Mushi Danki, Earline Wasser 

Protecting donkeys
We need governmental approval to 

relocate our Special Historic Nubian 
Donkeys from the roads and town to 
the back country in numbers that are not 
harmful to the land.

With our plan they will be monitored 
and an annual report given to Govern-
ment. If population increases, the fe-
males will be sterilized with a humane 
solution that will last 3 years. The plan 
will not eliminate the Nubian breed and 
will keep the land protected. 

We have a tentative law written that is 
available to review and are ready to put 
the plan in place. 

Please be advised we have wildlife, 
herd and land management profes-
sionals on our team. Till now the gov-
ernment is getting advice from:  Frank 
Van Slobbe  (R&O),and Marina Melis 
(Donkey Help) who do not have wildlife 
credentials. Their elimination contract 
has had about 100 donkeys killed and 
destroyed many donkey families. It has 
resulted in herds of males doing damage 
to the land, and puts about 700 female 
donkeys in captivity.

•  We welcome the opportunity to 
meet with Government to explain 
the proper solution for Bonaire and 
Bonaire’s Historic Icon Nubian Don-
keys, which are of economic value, a 
big part of Bonaire’s heritage, and 
loved by the local community.

Signed:
 The Citizens For Better Safer Bonaire 
Nature Foundations: 
Bonaire Donkey Protection League; We 
Care For Bonaire

The January 31, 2022 press release 
that the public body Bonaire and Bo-
naire Properties, N.V. (“Breemhaar”) 
had entered into an agreement regard-
ing Plantation Bolivia didn’t come as a 
surprise.  Foundation Save Plantation 
Bolivia (“the Foundation”) has expected 
such an agreement for well over a year.  
The Foundation will go as far as to say 
that the Agreement, in all likelihood, has 
been sitting in a drawer already signed 
just waiting for the “right time” to an-
nounce it

The Foundation is saddened by the 
apparent naivete that Breemhaar and the 
Government bring to this joint project. 
The press release speaks of Breemhaar 
wanting to “develop a small part for 
housing, agriculture and horticulture 
and ecotourism. In the remaining 90%, 
nature is to be restored where neces-
sary under professional management.” 
The press release further states that it 
is “ the wish of the Executive Council- 
while preserving nature and culture-to 
promote prosperity and the well being 
of the local population by ensuring suf-
ficient employment, affordable housing, 
and more local production of fruit and 
vegetables.”

Had the parties published the specifics 
of the Agreement rather than relying on 
overused, and worn out   platitudes such 
as “sufficient employment” and “afford-
able housing” to explain the project, Bo-
naire residents would be able to see how 
the parties actually intend to accomplish 
their “wants” and “wishes”. Planta-
tion Bolivia  has no obvious freshwater 
wells and no infrastructure. How does 
Breemhaar and the Government expect 
to have Bolivia grow fruits and vege-
tables? What does the Government and 
Breemhaar consider affordable housing? 
(Right now, other projects are claiming 
that they are intended for residents when 
just the plots are selling for $150,000.) 

The press release states that Breem-
haar will only use 10% of the property 
for development. Show the community 
how 950-1500 hundred houses, a resort 
and a golf course plus agricultural and 
horticultural programs are going to fit 
within this space of approximately 300 
hectares?

Do the parties even understand the 
word “transparency”? We hope that their 
carpet bags are well sewn.

Foundation Save Plantation Bolivia

Bolivia supporters respond to 
OLB’s letter of intent 
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STINAPA has new chairman
Barbara and I (who help turn out The Reporter) 

moved ashore from our boat in the anchorage back in 
the 1990s. We brought along our cat. He’d been aboard 
since we departed from the west coast of Canada sev-
eral years earlier. After breakfast our first morning on 
Bonaire as residents, I announced I was going to the 
Animal Shelter to get a dog. “So soon?” Barbara said. 
“How long do I have to wait?” I asked.

That same day I came home with scrofulous Sam, 
who turned out to be one of the two best dogs we ever 
had. He also grew kind of handsome as he settled in 
and filled out. After a few months Sam was joined by 
Inca, then by Daisy. Ever since, three, or four, or five 
loyal dogs have challenged strangers who approach 
the gate at our place up near Playa Frans, then made 
friends as soon as one of us approved the newcomer. 
Over the years we’ve purchased one pup. The other 
dogs we took in as adults, either because they needed 
a new place to live or we had a vacancy to fill. Most 
came from the Shelter (as did several cats).

For a time I volunteered at the Shelter, devoting ev-
ery Friday morning for six years to feeding, watering, 
and poop scooping. Last week I was back at the Shelter 
again, looking for another dog. This time I came home 
with Gaby. DMR

Photo: Don and Gaby getting acquainted at the Shelter. 
Photo Julie Morgan

Making another trip to the Shelter

Mr. Pierre Perigault Monte has been unanimously 
chosen as the new president of the board of STINA-
PA. He has been a member of the board since June 
2019. 

Perigault Monte was born on Curaçao and raised in 
The Hague and Amsterdam. After studying Pedago-
gy/Educational Science, he held positions from teach-
er, trainer, and project leader to director of Secondary 
Special Education. He also worked in the USA at an 
International Baccalaureate School. Perigault Monte 
moved to Bonaire in 2012 and as been serving as the 
business advisor for the Chamber of Commerce.

“Bonaire has many possibilities,” Perigault Monte 
said. “I would like to continue the progressive and 
ambitious plan of STINAPA in the coming period, as 
chairman. We will need our stakeholders, but also the 
community of Bonaire. Only together we can leave 
behind a beautiful and sustainable Bonaire for the 
next generations.” Mr. Delno Tromp is the outgoing 
STINAPA chairman. DMR

E-Flight training coming in May

DUSHI STYLE & SPORTSWEAR IS HIRING
Dushi Style & Sportswear is looking for a full time Sales Advisor 

to join their growing team.
Are you enthusiastic, active and driven to succeed and looking for a job as a sales advisor? Do not hesitate to 
contact Dushi Style & Sportswear and send your CV and cover letter to retailmanager@divefriendsbonaire.com.  
Due to immigration rules on the island, they are only able to hire people with Bonairean, US or Dutch citizenship.

E-Flight, which started the first electric 
flying school in Europe at Teuge Airport 
in the Netherlands, will open a school on 
Bonaire in May. Students will be trained 
in planes supplied by Green Aerolease, a 
French company that has a fleet of fifty 
electric Pipistrel Velis Electros.

According to E-Flight, the Caribbean 
is potentially a major growth market for 
electric flying due to the favorable flying 
climate and the short distances between 
the islands. The airports in the Caribbe-

an Netherlands want to establish electric 
flight connections between the islands 
within about five years.

E-Flight expects to enroll students 
from the islands, from South America, 
and from the southern US. E-Flight. It 
will offer its students European EASA 
certification, which more and more 
countries and airlines are requiring. 
Most local flight schools presently train 
students for a US FAA license. DMR
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Mysterious strands found 
in Milky Way’s Center

Northwestern University: “Stretching 
up to 150 light years long, the one-di-
mensional strands (or filaments) are 
found in pairs and clusters, often stacked 
equally spaced, side by side like strings 
on a harp. Using observations at radio 
wavelengths, Northwestern University’s 
Farhad Yusef-Zadeh discovered the high-
ly organized, magnetic filaments in the 
early 1980s. The mystifying filaments, 
he found, comprise cosmic ray electrons 
gyrating the magnetic field at close to the 
speed of light. But their origin has re-
mained an unsolved mystery ever since.

“Now, the new image has exposed 10 
times more filaments than previously 
discovered, enabling Yusef-Zadeh and 
his team to conduct statistical studies 
across a broad population of filaments 
for the first time. This information poten-
tially could help them finally unravel the 
long-standing mystery.”

Read Northwestern University’s 
January 27, 2022 article at:

https://scitechdaily.com/unprecedent-
ed-new-telescope-image-reveals-near-
ly-1000-mysterious-strands-in-milky-
ways-center/

The five brightest things 
in the sky right now 

Trace Dominguez of stargazersonline.
org counts down the five brightest ob-
jects the first week of February. 

#5 -- Capella. Face southeast, draw a 
line through Rigel and Bellatrix in Ori-
on and you will run right into Capella in 
Auriga. 

#4-- Vega. Vega will rise in the north-

east around 2 am, and has a magnitude 
(or brightness) of exactly zero, because 
all other stars are based on it! 

#3 -- Arcturus. Follow the arc from the 
Big Dipper’s handle to Arcturus and bam 
third brightest star in Boötes! Woo. 

#2 -- Sirius. Sirius the Dog Star will 
hit the southwest sky after 2 am! Follow 
Orion’s belt to the left to spot it. 

#1 -- Venus. Just before sunrise Venus 
will shine in the east; planets are always 
bright, but Venus is really bright right 
now! Enjoy. 

Bonus point: the true brightest object 
is our closest star, the sun! Take it all in, 
then take a nap after a long night of epic 
star gazing! Keep looking up!”

Watch Trace locate these objects in the 
sky at: 

https://www.stargazersonline.org

Lunar New Year 2022, 
Year of the Tiger. 

Celebrated as the Chinese New Year 
around the world, the Lunar New Year 
began on February 1, 2022 with the rise 
of the new moon in Asia.

The Chinese calendar is a lunisolar 
calendar, a combination of the solar and 
lunar calendars. Lunar months occur be-
tween new moons and full moons and 
last 29 to 30 days. Usually there are 12 
lunar months in a Chinese calendar year. 
In order to match with the solar calendar, 
an extra month is added to the Chinese 
calendar every two to three years. As a 
result the Lunar New Year falls on a dif-
ferent date each year in the Gregorian 
calendar between January 21 and Febru-
ary 21.

Dear Island Council Members, Board of 
Directors, Kingdom Representative,

With this letter we bring the immense 
importance of our wetlands to your at-
tention. Our island can rejoice in the rich 
possession of many beautiful wetlands. 
They are indispensable for the ecosys-
tems on our island and the well-being 
of the population. With global climate 
change increasingly and more severely 
affecting our daily lives, it becomes even 
clearer that we need to protect, manage 
and restore these areas. The Secretariat 
of the Ramsar Convention and the Unit-
ed Nations are therefore calling for ac-
tion. Money, human resources and polit-
ical will are needed to prevent wetlands 
from disappearing and to restore degrad-
ed areas.

This applies to both wetlands that are 
protected by the Ramsar Convention be-
cause of their international importance 
and wetlands that are not (yet) protected. 
The first category includes the Washing-
ton Slagbaai National Park, Klein Bo-
naire, Pekelmeer and Lac. Other water 
areas of great value are: Saliña Frans, 
Saliña Tam, Saliña di Vlijt, Dam Aru-
ba, Washikemba, Lagun, Dam Onima 
and the freshwater lake at the sewage 
treatment plant (WWTP). Saliñas are of 
great importance for the protection of 
the underwater park against erosion and 
as a habitat for numerous water birds. 
Dam Aruba and the freshwater lake at 
the WWTP also attract many birds. All 
these wetlands contribute to the identity 
of our island and its appeal for tourists, 
holidaymakers and bird watchers.

In relation to climate change, sea level 
rise and erosion control, the entire south-
ern coastal strip from Punt Vierkant 
to Bakuna is also of vital importance. 

Fortunately, there are non-governmen-
tal organizations that are restoring and 
expanding the mangrove forests. In this 
way CO2 is captured, a barrier is formed 
against the seawater and the coral reef is 
protected against erosion.

Naturally, local and national govern-
ments have an important role to play in 
protecting, managing and restoring our 
wetlands. This is apparent from, among 
other things, the fact that a number of 
our wetlands have had the status of Ram-
sar area since 1980. Just last year, the in-
dividual Ramsar areas of Slagbaai and 
Gotomeer, together with all surrounding 
land, were merged into one large Ramsar 
area ‘Washington-Slagbaai’ containing 
six saliñas.

The annual World Wetlands Day on 
February 2, recognized by the United 
Nations, underlines the importance of 
wetlands for life on our blue planet. Such 
living natural monuments must be well 
managed and maintained. The signato-
ries of this letter call on our local admin-
istrators to handle the wetlands on our is-
land with care. In addition to a protected 
status, this also means paying attention 
to management and creating the nec-
essary preconditions for this. At a time 
when increasing population growth, rec-
reation and tourism are putting increas-
ing pressure on these areas and climate 
change is making itself felt, sustainable 
management is indispensable.

In that light, the undersigned hope that 
you as administrators will soon adopt 
the Bonaire Nature Plan and the Bonaire 
Environmental Program containing the 
implementation plans for the sustainable 
management of our wetlands.

Petition site: https://www.change.org/
watergebiedenbonaire

BONAIRE SKY PARK

Three years in the making, a new mosaic image of the center of the Milky Way, captured 
with radiowaves, was released last week. The 1000 magnetic filaments are large, verti-
cal slashes throughout the image. Credit: Northwestern University

Get vaccinated: 

We are all safe 
when we are all safe!

CRUISE SHIP RATING 
Regent Seven Seas Mariner visited Bonaire with 140 guests and a capacity for 700. 

Originally the ship was scheduled for a world tour but due to covid and guest cancella-
tions the Mariner altered the route to a Caribbean tour. 

The ship is equipped with its own wastewater treatment system, advanced wastewater 
purification system and is tested quarterly by a third party. Bilge water is held in storage 
and has an oil content meter which stops flow if oil is detected. Ballast water is treated 
before release to remove tiny organisms to safeguard local ecosystems.  Ship water is 
used by guests and crew. The ship increases water production on board with sophisti-
cated plants using seawater. There is a zero tolerance policy for any items thrown over-
board. The ship was not listed on Friends of the Earth report card. 

World Wetlands Day 2022 petition translated
February 2 is World Wetlands Day. On this special day, the STINAPA Junior Rangers 
will hand over a manifesto to Lieutenant Governor Edison Rijna, the Executive Council 
and the Kingdom Representative, calling for sustainable management of wetlands on 
Bonaire. Support the manifesto!

https://scitechdaily.com/unprecedented-new-telescope-image-reveals-nearly-1000-mysterious-strands-in
https://scitechdaily.com/unprecedented-new-telescope-image-reveals-nearly-1000-mysterious-strands-in
https://scitechdaily.com/unprecedented-new-telescope-image-reveals-nearly-1000-mysterious-strands-in
https://scitechdaily.com/unprecedented-new-telescope-image-reveals-nearly-1000-mysterious-strands-in
https://www.stargazersonline.org
https://www.change.org/watergebiedenbonaire
https://www.change.org/watergebiedenbonaire
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Karel’s given green light

    Majestic
Comfortable banking

Comfortable banking

Orco Bank is your personal banker in Curaçao, Bonaire and St. Martin. Entrust all your banking 
needs to us and be sure to receive the most courteous and competent of services available. 
With ample experience operating in the international arena, we o�er expert advice and the 
perfect platform to design a mortgage tailor-made to your needs.

At Orco Bank, it’s all about your comfort: knowing that your �nances are well taken care of, 
so you can enjoy a carefree lifestyle!

Orco Majestic: the ultimate feeling of freedom and comfort

Orco Majestic is our private banking service for select customers only.
No other bank in Curaçao, Bonaire or St. Martin will o�er you more personal attention or 
privileges. We provide a complete package of extraordinary banking products featuring 
attractive conditions and lots of extras. Your freedom, comfort and �exibility are our �rst priority.
 
Majestic Current Account  |  Majestic Savings Account  |  Majestic Mortgage  |  Majestic Car Loan

Freedom  |  Comfort  |  Royal Treatment

Kaya Grandi #48, Bonaire
Tel: (599) 717-2000 Fax: (599) 717-2035
www.orcobank.com  
email: John.soliano@orcobank.com

The controversial 
plan that was axed 
in 2014 for a ‘new’ 
Karel’s Beach bar 
has been given the 
go ahead. Construc-
tion is set to begin 
in the third week of 
February. 

The creosoted 
pillars were driven 
into the sand in 2010 
when development 
work began under 
an old building per-
mit dating back to 
1989 with the father 
of now owner, Kar-
el Visser.  The project was blocked in 2014 
when STINAPA and the Sea Turtle Conser-
vation won a lawsuit against the Public Enti-
ty Bonaire (OLB) and the Ministry of Infra-
structure and the Environment. The Court of 
first instance ruled both had acted negligently 
when allowing the construction in a protected 
nature reserve.

In 2017, Visser began a conversation with 
then director of STINAPA Arjen de Wolff.  
Together with the then spatial planning devel-
opment director, Etienne van der Horst, the 

original plan was adapted. 
Work is now proceeding on a new develop-

ment that will incorporate the pilings but is 
much reduced from the one originally intend-
ed. 

The Bonaire Nature Management Commit-
tee (CNB) decided to support the new plan 
because removing the piles would cause even 
more damage to nature. The pier should be in 
use by June. Julie Morgan

LVV to create an island fishing policy

The public body Bonaire has 
tasked LVV (The Agriculture, 
Livestock and Fisheries Service) to 
work with stakeholders, including 
fishermen, the government, nature 
NGOs, and buyers, in developing 
a widely supported fisheries policy 
and an associated action plan. 

The LVV service therefore in-
forms the wider public and interest-
ed parties to give them the oppor-
tunity to contribute ideas about the 
fisheries policy and the associated 

action plan.
According to the OLB, Bonaire’s 

fishing sector, despite its small scale 
and artisanal character, is important 
both as a means of livelihood and 
as a confirmation of the Bonairean 
identity. It creates employment, re-
duces imports, provides the popula-
tion with healthy food, and has an 
important social and cultural func-
tion. DMR

Brazilian type rum, and Caipiros-
ka with vodka. Blue Garden even 
has an all-natural energy soft drink 
called Guarana that is the most pop-
ular drink in Brazil . 

Along with the new menu Yara 
and Paolo are announcing “ Blue 
Garden Home” for anyone that 
wants to cook a little Brazilian food 
on their own. Fresh frozen pizza, 
Picanha cut to buy and cheese bread 
will soon be available at Blue Gar-
den and on their website. 

Blue Garden employs a staff of 
10 with three chefs not counting 
Yara and Paolo. 

During the pandemic Yara and 
Paolo were stuck in Brazil for 15 
months. They were finally able to 
return, reopened on June 29 and are 
so very glad to be back. 

“For us the pandemic was one 
of the worst times emotionally and 

financially. If not for the govern-
ment, we could not have survived. 
We are thankful to the Bonairean 
government, otherwise we would 
have lost the restaurant,” said Yara. 
“We would like to thank all the cus-
tomers and friends and say we are 
so very proud to have them as they 
have been with us since the begin-
ning.” 

In addition to the covered patio 
type seating, Blue Garden has 
a beautiful garden giving the 
restaurant a capacity of up to 100 
people. The restaurant is open 
Tuesday – Saturday from 5 – 10 
p.m. Reservations are recommend-
ed by calling +599-795-0101  or 
online at bluegardenpizza.com. 
Blue Garden is located at Julio A. 
Abraham Boulevard 6. Check out 
their Facebook page for up to date 
information. Story & photos Julie 
Morgan

Blue Gardens, from page 3
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Foodie’s guide to Bonaire   online - click on the ad for more info

Still availableStill available Still available

https://www.facebook.com/epicfoodsbonaire
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Breeze%20'n%20bites/1680106248892575/
https://rumrunnersbonaire.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Beer%20and%20Burgers%20Bonaire/1510302165909421/
https://www.facebook.com/kingofribs
https://www.facebook.com/Divers-Diner-110850867949308
https://www.facebook.com/bonairebbq
https://www.facebook.com/DonerStationBonaire
https://www.eddysbonaire.com
https://www.facebook.com/yhannisarepas
https://www.oscarlighthouse.com
https://www.facebook.com/umbrellabonaire
https://www.facebook.com/mayascornercafe.bob
https://www.stadscafehetconsulaat.nl
https://www.bluegardenpizza.com
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With less rain it looks like the Bonaire 
drought has already begun. The topsoil 
is getting very hard and dry. And the dry 
wind makes it even worse for plants. 
What a pity. Our plants start to suffer, 
trees drop dry leaves and the white flies 
start to damage our plants. The only good 
thing is the grass does not grow so fast 
anymore and there are fewer mosquitos. 
But there is one grass that I do like and 
that is lemongrass.

I have two big bushes of this plant in 
my yard and almost every day I use some 
leaves for tea. I make a fresh water drink 
with it which I serve when friends come 
over. 

Lemongrass is native to Asia and is 
also called citronella grass and used for 
the production of citronella oil. It is used 

in soaps, candles, insect repellent, insect 
sprays, aromatherapy, household disin-
fectants and in culinary purposes as a fla-
voring. It’s also used as a medical herb,  
in a tea against colds and fever. In certain 
cultures it is used as a protection against 
evil.  Citronella oil can also be found in a 
lot of skin care products such as lotions, 
creams, facial cleansers and perfumes. 
Citronella oil is an essential oil from the 
leaves and stems of the Cymbopogon ci-
tratus plant. *

Benefits of using lemongrass could be: 
preventing bacteria and yeast growth, 
pain relief, reducing fever and swelling, 
improving sugar levels and cholesterol, 
uterus stimulation and menstrual flow 
and antioxidant properties. ** 

How to propagate lemongrass: 
1-Start with fresh lemongrass with the 

entire stem and roots intact.
2-Trim any brown and old leaves.
3-Place the lemongrass stalks in water.
4-Continue changing the water until 

roots grow nice and long.
5- Prepare a nutrient rich bed of soil 

or container for planting the root stalks.
6-Plant in an area of partial shade
7-Water and use fertilizer
8-Pruning-cut lemongrass often like 

giving it a haircut; use leaves for tea and 
cooking.

9-Pest control- use the neem tree tea
10-Can be stored in freezer.
 Last but not least is this great hint. 

Grow lemongrass plants in many con-
tainers to give as gifts. 

Lemongrass grows so easily on Bo-
naire, just give it a chance and you will 
even love it more.

Just do it.*Wikipedia; **webmd.com

In fact lemongrass and citronella are in 
the same family, look and smell the same 
and have many of the same properties.

When my late husband was hospital-
ized after having a big stroke, he could 
not do very much but lay in a huge hos-
pital bed. He needed diaper changing and 
could neither swallow nor talk. So I de-
cided to help care for him and I did not 
leave his bedside. Drinking was impos-
sible, so we thickened his water, tea or 
coffee and every half hour I would spoon 
feed him his drink. 

Then came the day that we could feed 
him little cups of thick pudding or gela-
tin. He swallowed fine and in no time the 
cup was empty. Soon after that it was de-
cided I could feed him mashed potatoes 
and ground vegetables. It was a pleasure 

to see him enjoy the food.
One day the kitchen help came into 

the room and put her cart next to his bed. 
She had a plate of beans for the man in 
the bed next to my husband and a plate 
of mashed food for “us.”  She turned to 
grab a bib so I could start feeding and 
then it happened. With the one hand he 
could use, my husband grabbed the plate 
of beans and ate them all in a few fistfuls. 

As soon as the help turned back to him, 
he laid there with a big smile and mouth 
all smudged with beans. 

The kitchen help was shocked. She 
started weeping and cried, “Ohhhh, 
when he dies, it will be my fault.” And 

my husband started laughing so hard… a 
big belly-laugh. I was so happy as I knew 
he was going to make it.

After six weeks in the hospital, he was 
transferred to a special care home for 
a few weeks. On his second day in the 
home there was a knock on the door and 
a young girl asked if she could come in. I 
invited her to do so. She introduced her-
self as the speech therapist. This seemed 
to make my husband very happy. He 
smiled brightly but looked puzzled as 
well since he had lost his ability to speak.

The young lady told him she was go-
ing to ask him to do something and that 
he would be very surprised. I must say, I 
was very intrigued. She told my husband 
she was going to sing a little song with 
him. He laughed brightly as if he wanted 
to say, “Are you out of your mind?”

She cranked up his pillow, sat beside 
him and asked him to do as she did. She 
opened her mouth and started singing 

a sweet song every Dutch child knows, 
“Altijd is Kortjakje ziek.”   And what do 
you know, he opened his mouth and sang 
along! The whole song with all the words 
… he sang! I think I have never cried so 
hard before. 

I guess you understand that the biggest 
part of his therapy would be singing! And 
before we knew it, he sang his favorite 
song, “With a little help my friends,” by 
Joe Cocker.

Hear “Altijd is Kortjakje ziek” (Kort-
jakje is always sick) at 

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=EybMyWC9ou0

Ria Dokter is living happily on Bo-
naire, where she also used to work as a 
director at the FKPD and started Special 
Olympics Bonaire. She took care of her 
husband (R.I.P) for many years and feels 
that accessibility is the most important 
issue on our island.

Have you ever found yourself wonder-
ing what is wrong with everyone? Have 
you ever noticed that everything around 
you is wrong, confusing, disturbing? 
Does is sometimes seem like everyone is 
getting in the way of your actions or that 
the energies of the universe are working 
against you, and you can’t find an expla-
nation for it?

What can we learn from moments like 
these? We can begin by understanding 
our role in the situation that is bothering 
us and what our possibilities are to pro-
duce change. 

When we acknowledge our contribu-
tion, we can facilitate change. The en-
ergy starts flowing and unblocks what is 
stuck, opening the possibility of reaching 

different outcomes. A sign of insanity 
is repeatedly doing the same action and 
expecting different results. So stop and 
take a different look at the situation. Stop 
blaming the world and look at yourself.

Whether we can generate a change or 
not will define our circle of concern and 
our circle of influence. Almost every-
thing that bothers us can be placed in one 
circle or the other.  The issues that we can 
proactively change can be placed in the 
circle of influence. Let’s say we regularly 
arrive late at work and our job is at risk. 
We have to determine whether we need to 
wake up earlier, take an earlier bus or per-
haps skip some time-consuming activity 
prior to leaving home, These are things 
we can do and they go in the circle of 

influence. We can also worry about how 
many forests are burning in Australia, but 
unless we decide to take a plane and go 
there to help extinguish those fires, there 
is not much we can directly do. That goes 
in our circle of concerns.  Sometimes we 
worry about things that might be in the 
future in our circle of influence, but not 
now. We need to determine when will be 
the moment to take care of them. 

We can all fall into the trap of spending 
time and energy on issues that we cannot 
solve. That’s why we spend more than 
enough time watching the news or cer-
tain social media platforms. 

A proactive attitude makes us focus our 
efforts on what we can modify and that is 
the circle of influence generating positive 
energy that will expand our circle.

Reactive attitudes direct our efforts to 
the circle of concern, focusing on other 
people’s flaws, environmental problems 
and circumstances of which we have lit-
tle or no control.

In a similar way we oscillate between 
the role of the victim of circumstances 
and the role of the protagonist who is in 
command propitiating circumstances.

Understanding our circle of influence 
and our circle or concerns will help us 
steer our life by managing our energy 
and efforts in the direction of the changes 
we want to create. 

Of course, we can always find ways to 
help in the most remote of problems, like 
donating time or money to a good cause.  
But we must set a limit and decide to 
spend most of our time and energy in our 
circle of influence. The good news is the 
more we do in our circle of influence will 
make it expand and create an effect in the 
outer circle. 

Irene is passionate about health, neuro-
sciences and personal growth. Original-
ly from Uruguay, she is an Integrative 
Psychotherapist (PNIE), Life Coach 
(lCF), Master in Nutrition(IUSC) and 
Yoga Instructor.

Creating optimal health
 by Irene da Cunda Costa
What’s wrong with the everybody!?!?!

Making Bonaire Accessible
    by Ria Evers-Dokter

Humor, good food and 
awesome music

 A Garden? Just Do It!
 by Angliet, Nature Lover

 Lemongrass 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EybMyWC9ou0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EybMyWC9ou0
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As a result of Julie sending me this photo of a grouper, 
I did a little research about fish parasites.  WARNING!  
Expect disgusting information when you read about fish 
parasites! 

A couple of particularly interesting things I learned, 
happily, don’t relate to Bonaire:  

There’s one parasite that eats the tongue of a fish, then 
does the job of the tongue.  It’s the only known parasite 
that replaces a body part of its host.  It’s gross, but at 
least it’s not here in the Caribbean.

Years ago, I asked a biologist if parasites kill their fish 
hosts.  She replied, “It’s a pretty poor parasite that kills 
its host!”  

In my reading, however, I learned about one parasite 
that does kill its host for the parasite’s own benefit.  This 
parasite causes a fish to be super-buoyant; as the fish 
struggles on the surface trying to descend, it’s easy prey 
for a bird.  The fish gets eaten, and its parasite uses the 
bird for the next stage of its life cycle.  Yikes!  

The many little “bugs” swarming all over Julie’s grou-
per are flattened, and feed on the grouper’s mucus as 
well as anything edible that’s trapped in the mucus.  If 
they don’t feed on the grouper’s blood or flesh, they’d 
be considered “benign” -- but the grouper’s presence in 
a cleaner station is a sure clue that it’s uncomfortable.  
If that young Spanish hogfish is quick enough to catch 
these critters, and big enough to gobble them down, it’s 
in for a feast!  The dark coloration on the shady side of 
the grouper may be its color-change for the cleaner, or a 
reaction to the swarm.

The parasites I had asked the biologist about are iso-
pods, crustaceans related to crabs and shrimp.  For years 
the only name I knew for them was “parasitic isopods.”

According to Reef Fishes, our parasitic isopod is of-
ficially the Cymothoid isopod.  “Cymothoid” is an un-

usual word, but I finally found a kind of translation:  
cym = a sprout or bud, oth = burst forth, -oid = likeness 
of form, so the word would mean “like a bud bursting 
forth,” which is kind of how this critter looks on its host.

One of the unexpected things about these isopods is 
that, in each location, they use only one type of fish!  On 
San Salvador, the hosts were coneys.  I saw the isopods 
on squirrelfish in Grand Cayman.  On Bonaire they’re 
on the creole fish.  I don’t know if nearby islands have 

these critters on the same fish as their neighbors, or on 
different fish.  If you’ve seen Cymothoid isopods in the 
Caribbean, please tell me what fish was hosting them!

Here’s the part I didn’t expect:  according to Reef 
Fishes, our cymothoid isopods are, essentially, hitch-
hikers, holding tightly onto their host fish with special-
ized legs, but acquiring food from the water rather than 
their hosts.  They’re not classified as actual parasites, 
but rather commensals, critters who benefit from the re-
lationship while their hosts are unharmed.  Deloach, in 
Reef Fish Behavior, writes of these isopods:

“Far from killing the hosts, their long-term as-
sociations cause only minor skin discoloration, 
scale erosion or, at worst, slight bone deformi-
ties.”

How in the world does that qualify as “benign”?  
When feeding the fish off San Salvador, we noticed 

that the coneys with isopods always came in for food 
more quickly, and ate more greedily, than the coneys 
who weren’t hosts.  Even if the isopods are just riding 
along, they still increase every host fish’s volume and 
partially block the vision of many host fish.  It would 
be like diving in the high-volume masks that no one 
wears anymore because they limited our vision.  The 
Cymothoid’s hosts don’t have that choice, but we can 
hope that they’re as indifferent to their passengers as 
they look.

Fish who aren’t crazy about their passengers, like Ju-
lie’s grouper, will visit one – or more – of the reef’s 
cleaner stations, where professional cleaner fish and/or 
shrimp work busily to evict (and consume) unwanted 
tenants. 

A Glimpse into cleaner stations will be coming soon.

Dee has been guiding divers on Bonaire since 1982. 
She’s written about her undersea experiences in her 
books, Touch the Sea, The Gentle Sea, and Coral’s Reef 
(for children); in Dive Training Magazine from 1990 to 
2000, with “Coral Glimpses” in the Bonaire Reporter, 
and now with “Reef Glimpses.” The Bonaire Reporter 
is delighted to bring “Reef Glimpses” to you free of 
charge.  Dee’s books are available for purchase at the 
Carib Inn on Bonaire or through touchthesea.com.

NOBO KLIKO
NOBO can only use your CLEANED #2 plastics for recycling into cool products. 
Unwashed packaging makes it more difficult for the NOBO folks to transform 
the plastics. For now the only location with the ORANGE bins is at Selibon on 
Kaya Industria. Thanks for being a Bonaire recycler. 

The big fish is a grouper, with dozens of passengers/
parasites.  The little purple and yellow fish is a juvenile 
Spanish hogfish, a known cleaner.  The grouper’s 
“bugs” look dark on the grouper’s pale parts, and light 
on its dark side; the hogfish can see them clearly, but 
can it catch them?  Photo Julie Morgan

Reef Glimpses
   by Dee Scarr

Parasites Found

From June 1, 2022, entrepreneurs will 
no longer be allowed to sell and give 
away single use plastic and bioplastic 
carrier bags, straws, stirrers and cutlery. 
From August 1, 2022, entrepreneurs may 
no longer sell or give away meal pack-
aging of polystyrene foam (styrofoam). 
Until then, they can use up the dispos-
able plastic in their stock. After August 

1, entrepreneurs may only sell or give 
away meal packaging products made of 
sustainable material.

Polystyrene (styrofoam) meal packag-
ing and bioplastics fall under the ban be-
cause they can only be broken down in-
dustrially and Bonaire does not yet have 
the machines to make new products from 
old plastic.

OLB gives entrepreneurs plastics ban timetable 
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What’s Happening
Bonaire Library: Mon. 12-5; Tues. to Thurs. 8-5; Fri. 8-4:30; Sat. 8-12. With a subscription 
from the library, members can also find books online outside opening hours and request 
information. More than 20,000 Dutch and English novels and informative books can be found 
on www.onlinebibliotheek.nl

Cultural Park Mangazina di Rei in Rincon: Tuesday - Friday 9-4

Washington Slagbaai: Open every day. 8-5 (entry up to 1 pm)
STINAPA headquarters: Mon-Fri  8-4. +599 717 8444. +599 777 8444.

Animal Shelter:  Open with reduced hours. Mon-Fri  1-3:30 pm. Sat. 1-2:30 pm. phone/
whatsapp: 7014989 or 7174989. phone/whatsapp: 7014989 or 7174989. Masks required. 
Four visitors at a time. Please ring the bell for entry. Email: animalshelterbonaire@gmail.com
Pakus di Pruga (Shelter flea market. Central Kralendijk): Market closed due to covid 
regulations. Donations can be dropped off Saturdays from 8 - 4. Masks required
. 
Sunday 
Feburary 13

Clean Coast Bonaire. 4-6pm Piedra Pretu. Collect marine litter & 
data by donating your time working as a citizen scientist. . https://www.
facebook.com/search/top?q=clean%20coast%20bonaire

Saturday 
Feburary 19

Virtual Karneval: Watch on social media a dress up contest 

Saturday 
Feburary 26

Virtual Karneval: Watch on social media a combined Bonairean Tum-
ba and Roadfire show

 Tentative cruise ship schedule
February 2022

DAY & DATE:       MM/DD         CRUISESHIP                 TIME       CAPACITY          LINE  
Tuesday 02-01 CEL Silhouette 0700-1600 2858 IRCCL/CEL

Tuesday 02-01 Crystal Serenity 0700-1800 1150 CRYSTAL

Thursday 02-03 Silver Spirit 0800-1800 609 Silver Seas

Friday 02-04 Enchanted Princess 1200-2000 3660 Princess

Sunday 02-06 Costa DELIZIOSA 0800-2000 2000 COSTA

Monday 02-07 AIDA PERLA 0800-1800 3300 AIDA

Tuesday 02-08 Seven Seas Splendor 0700-1400 750 O. REGENT

Tuesday 02-08 Mein Schiff 1 0730-1900 2894 TUI Germany

Wednesday 02-09 Silver Spirit 0800-2300 609 Silver Seas

Saturday 02-12 Riviera 0700-1500 1250 O.REGENT

Tuesday 02-15 Grandeur OTS 1200-2100 1992 RCCL/CEL

Wednesday 02-16 Nieuw Statendam 0800-1700 2650 HAL

Wednesday 02-16 Riviera 0700-1300 1250 O.REGENT

Thursday 02-17 Freedom 0900-1700 2980 Carnival USA

Friday 02-18 Silhouette 1400-2100 2858 RCCL/CEL

Saturday 02-19 Pride 0900-2200 2680 Carnival USA

Saturday 02-19 CEL Constellation 1100-2100 2034 RCCL/CEL

Sunday 02-20 Mein Schiff 2 0730-1900 2894 TUI Germany

Monday 02-21 AIDA PERLA 0800-1800 3300 lAIDA

Wednesday 02-23 Horizon 0800-1600 3954 Carnival USA

Thursday 02-24 Enchanted Princess 1200-2000 3660 Princess

Thursday 02-24 Grandeur OTS 0800-2100 1992 RCCL/CEL

Friday 02-25 Explorer OTS 0700-1600 3114 RCCL/CEL

Friday 02-25 Silver MOON 0800-2300 609 Silver Seas

Monday 02-28 Brittania 0700-1800 3647 P&O

Activities, Events & Meetings
Open meeting Alcoholics Anonymous  Every Thursday, 7 - 8 pm. International 
Bible Church Kaya Papago 104 in Hato (Behind Bon Bida Spa and Gym and Bon Bida apart-
ments) All welcome, regardless of primary addition or no addition at all.

12 steps meeting:   Every Wednesday evening 7:15 pm to 8:30 pm
Address: Bonaire Basics,  Kaya Korona 47 (in the yellow building) 

Beach Tennis Bonaire can now be found at its new location, the Kaminda Djabou (direct 
left from Kaya Neerlandia --behind Budget Marine). It is open daily until 10 pm. People can 
play for free or register for training and tournaments for a fee.

International Flights to Bonaire

Amsterdam (AMS) KLM direct flights to Bonaire ended January 2022. KLM connects daily through 
Aruba arriving Bonaire 20:50 
TUI Fly direct flights will start in March 2022, flying W. Th. F. Sat. TUI now 
connects through Curaçao.

Atlanta (ATL) Delta Jan. 4 to April 9, 2022: four weekly flights: M. W. F. Sat..

Miami (MIA) American From Jan 3, 2022: Weekly flights M. W. Sat. 

Houston (IAH) &
New York (EWR)

United Saturday flights from both Houston and New York Newark Liberty Inter-
national. Return flight on Sunday

Toronto 
(YYZ & YTZ)

Pearson International (YYZ) Seven routes with one connection via: Aruba; 
Miami; Punta Cana; Atlanta; Curaçao, New York; Huston.
Billy Bishop (YTZ) One route with one connection via New York (EWR)

Courses

Bhagavad Gita Study Group
Beginning February 2, we will have a Bhagavad-Gita zoom study group in English on the 

books of the Eastern Wisdom every Sunday from 8-9 am. This is especially for the ABC islands, 
There will be no homework or exams. One after the other we read the verse and purport of 
Krishna’s Gita, the summary book of the 7000 books of the Eastern Wisdom, written 5000 years 
ago. One of the teachers may give an explanation, elaboration, summary or ask questions to 
see if the points made in the verse are understood. The students can then ask questions on 
what is read. https://iskconcongregation.com/programs/bhakti-vriksha/ for the motive, grounds, 
cause, impetus, reason, basis, aim, plan, ambition, value, effect. Some of the participants may 
become teachers later and receive a diploma. 

Send WhatsApp number and name to participate. For more information contact Pandita 
Gauranga 005978164197. 

Topic: Bhagavad Gita Study Group
Time: 8 – 9 am Bonaire; 9 – 10 am Suriname 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5830930731?pwd=d3JjOGVDamVpT1pFeHZjTWRwcU5VZz09
Meeting ID: 583 093 0731
Passcode: BG108

Trouble finding a printed copy of The Reporter?  Read us online! https://bonairereporter.com
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Street Art Cites is asking you to vote for your fa-
vorite Street Art of 2021. 

On the list of the 100 most popular artworks of 
2021 is this little girl painted by Tymon De Laat when 
he was in Bonaire. for Street Colors Bonaire. 

Street Art Cites asks you to have a look at the 100 
entries from around the world and vote. The voting 
ends on Sunday February 6th at 0:00 CET (Central 
European Time). Go to: 

https://mailchi.mp/7d7158f4fd06/best-street-
art-2021-vote-now?e=e0bbd824b2

Arte di Palabra (word art) is an annual 
competition intended to develop literary 
talents in Papiamentu. Young people 
recite original poems and stories, or in 
separate categories, poems and stories 
written by others. The winners on Aru-
ba, Bonaire and Curaçao then compete 
against each other. Last year, Bonaire’s 
team distinguished itself in the regional 
competition.

This year’s theme, Ode to acoustic 
music, focuses on the role music mak-
ing plays in the culture and history of the 
islands.

The inter-island competition is intend-
ed for young people in secondary educa-

tion. This year, however, children from 
group 8 of primary school are invited to 
participate in the local competitions on 
their own islands. The experience will 
help them prepared for future Arte di 
Palabra competitions when they are in 
secondary school.

Advance registration is required. 
Young people who want to participate 
can download a registration form digi-
tally on Facebook from Arte di Palabra 
Boneiru or get it from the SKAL. The 
completed forms can be submitted at 
artedipalabraboneiru@hotmail.com or 
hand delivered to SKAL during office 
hours (8-12 am / 2-4 pm). DMR

Time to register for Arte di Palabra competition 

Bonaire’s team for the Arte di Palabra competition in 2021

Voting finishes February 6th 

Virtual 
Karnaval 
this year
For reasons that don’t 
need to be explained, 2022 
Carnival Kralendijk will 
be celebrated via two so-
cial media events, neither 
with a live audience. The 
first, a dress up contest, 
is scheduled for February 
19. The second, on Febru-
ary 26, will be a combined 
Bonairean Tumba and 
Roadfire show. Both will 
be organized by the Klave 
Foundation. Bonaireans 
will be able to watch on so-
cial media. DMR

The Coast Guard rescued a pair of 
fisherman whose boat drifted rapidly 
towards Venezuela after the engine quit. 
Jarvis Melaan and Raimy Thielman went 
fishing on their boat My Own Business 
on Sunday, January 16. A search was 
launched when they failed to return 
that evening. Late Thursday the Coast 
Guard located the men as their boat was 
about to drift into Venezuela’s territori-
al waters. It returned them to the pier in 
Kralendijk bay. 

Then on January 26 the Rescue & Co-
ordination Center (RCC) of the Coast 

Guard dispatched a helicopter to evac-
uate a 69-year-old Dutch tourist from 
Washington Slagbaai National Park. He 
had injured both his legs in a fall. The 
fire brigade had already reached injured 
man and put him on a stretcher, but de-
cided not to carry him out because of the 
rough terrain.

When the helicopter arrived, a park 
ranger guided it to the site where the in-
jured man was located. The helicopter 
transported him to an ambulance waiting 
at the airport. DMR (Besreporter, Bo-
naire.nu) 

Coast Guard conducts two rescues

National Geographic airs series on 
Coastguard Caribbean Netherlands

In January National Geographic be-
gan a new series:  Coastguard Caribbean 
Netherlands. The six-part docuseries fol-
lows the Caribbean Coast Guard (KW-
CARIB) as the coast guard crew patrol 
the waters surrounding Bonaire, Aruba, 
Curaçao and St. Maarten working close-
ly with the National Police, Customs and 
various volunteer organizations. Their 
duties are affected by tensions surround-
ing the neighboring country of Venezu-
ela and the associated flow of refugees 
by boat to Aruba and Curaçao. Further-

more, KWCARIB intercepts of large 
quantities of drugs and runs many rescue 
operations. 

The first episode aired January, 23, 
2021. The remaining episodes can be 
seen on Sundays at 4:30 pm Curaçao 
time on National Geographic.

More about the series and its coast guard 
crew can be found at: https://www-na-
tionalgeographic-nl.translate.goog/over-
de-kustwacht?_x_tr_sl=nl&_x_tr_
tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc

Photo National Geographic

Anything you want
to tell WEB?

In the period from January 31st to 
February 14th, 2022, Water en Ener-
giebedrijf Bonaire (WEB) will con-
duct research into the quality of water 
and electricity services on Bonaire. 
WEB Bonaire invites the community 
of Bonaire to participate and make 
themselves heard. 

All residents and companies of Bo-
naire will receive a letter of invitation 
to participate in the survey along with 
their invoice. The invitation letter con-
tains a QR code that can be scanned 
with a mobile phone to gain access to 
the digital questionnaire. Until Feb-
ruary 14th the questionnaire can also 
be found on www.webbonairesurvey.
com and facebook.com/webbonaire. 

WEB will use the research to im-
prove its services. WEB also wants to 
gain insight into the experiences and 
wishes of residents with regard to sus-
tainable products. 

Some businesses in the Caribbean Neth-
erlands that made use of covid support 
funding will be randomly selected for a fol-
low-up check this month. Inspectors will 
verify whether the relatively simple system 
of support schemes has worked, and wheth-
er money was legal received and used.

Approximately USD98 million was paid 
out on Bonaire, Saba and St. Eustatius via 
the ‘Emergency Scheme SZW’ and the 
‘Emergency Assistance Scheme.’ The co-
rona support was granted on the basis of 
information provided by the applicant at 
the time so that the affected companies and 
employees received support as quickly as 
possible. The companies contacted must 
now provide further documentation to con-
firm the information on their signed appli-
cation form was accurate. 

The RCN unit SZW previously contact-
ed some applicants when doubts arouse. 
Some over payments were settled or re-
claimed in consultation. Businesses that 
had submitted fraudulent applications were 
prosecuted. DMR

A check of covid 
funding underway

https://mailchi.mp/7d7158f4fd06/best-street-art-2021-vote-now?e=e0bbd824b2
https://mailchi.mp/7d7158f4fd06/best-street-art-2021-vote-now?e=e0bbd824b2
https://www-nationalgeographic-nl.translate.goog/over-de-kustwacht?_x_tr_sl=nl&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=
https://www-nationalgeographic-nl.translate.goog/over-de-kustwacht?_x_tr_sl=nl&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=
https://www-nationalgeographic-nl.translate.goog/over-de-kustwacht?_x_tr_sl=nl&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=
https://www-nationalgeographic-nl.translate.goog/over-de-kustwacht?_x_tr_sl=nl&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=
http://www.webbonairesurvey.com
http://www.webbonairesurvey.com
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At Your Service
To advertise on this page:  ad spaces are $22 per issue for a minimum of six issues at $132. 

Or for an INTERACTIVE AD linked to your email, website or Facebook the cost is $25 per week or $150 for a minimum of six issues. 
Contact us at bonairereporter2019@gmail.com or 796-4055 (cell/Whatsapp).  

Eden Beach Resort 
Mon. 8am & 5.30pm; Tue. Wed. Thu. 8am
Fri. & Sat. 8.30am; Private class on request
Elisabetta +599 7807362    betta@web.de
www.elisabettamaccari.com

Wines & Bubbles     Liquors & Tobacco
Kaya Industrial,  Mon.-Sat. 9am-6pm

Frequent Daily Flights
Between Bonaire, Curaçao & Aruba

Divi Divi Air
Reservations
24 hours a day
Call (+5999 839-1515)
Or (+5999 563-1913)
Now Non-stop to AUA

+599 700 1660 
info@islandtimebonaire.com
 www.islandtimebonaire.com

        www.Facebook.com/islandtimerentals   

Easy, Affordable, Fast
Shop on-line & we will ship to you

https://www.getezone.com

KAYAKING • CAVING • CLIMBING • RAPPELLING
ABSEILEN • ISLAND TOURS • BIRDWATCHING

+(599) 785-6272
hansoutdoor@hotmail.com
www.outdoorbonaire.com

Call 700-1753
www.bonaireselfstorage.com
info@ bonaireselfstorage.com

mailto:bonairereporter2019%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.caribinn.com
mailto:betta%40web.de?subject=
http://www.elisabettamaccari.com
http://www.elisabettamaccari.com
https://bestcellarsbonaire.com
mailto:info%40islandtimebonaire.com?subject=
http://www.islandtimebonaire.com
https://www.facebook.com/islandtimerentals
https://www.facebook.com/RERA-auto-garage-260125537366387
http://www.getezone.com
mailto:hansoutdoor%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://www.outdoorbonaire.com
https://www.crossfitflamingo.com
http://www.bonaireselfstorage.com
mailto:info%40%20bonaireselfstorage.com?subject=
mailto:BDPLF%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://bonaireforsale.com
https://www.xprodiver.com
https://www.facebook.com/Bonairescuba
http://www.pinkcoral-it.com
https://moltenwolfglass.com
https://bonaire-beads.com
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At this moment we have 11 black and white cats 
ready for adoption. We don’t know why there are so 
many of them at the shelter right now but we have them 
big and small, funny and serious, sweet/affectionate or 
more distant; you name it and we’ve got them!  All of 
them are strong and very healthy.
Facts:

• Black cats tend to be healthier than cats of other 
colors. Research has shown that the genes associated 
with black color also make the cats’ immune systems 
stronger. They tend to be more resistant to diseases like 
FIV than other cats. ... 

• According to PetMD, Guinness World Records 
named Merlin, a black and white cat from England, as 
the cat with the world’s loudest purr. Recorded at a re-
markable 67 decibels, this vocal feline would certainly 
command your attention.

•Tuxies are the strongest swimmers of all domestic 
felines, but heaven help the human who tries to get 
them into the water. Tuxedo cat owners have also been 
known to describe their cats as more intelligent than 
cats with any other coat pattern. Some say tuxies are up 
to 200% smarter than other cats!

So if you are looking for a strong and healthy cat just 
come over and find your pal for life!

Story Monique Degenaar
Photo Yolanda van den Nieuwenhof

Shelter News
Pet Stress Remedy 
campaign is a success

Volunteers count the largest number of Loras ever recorded 

I would like to introduce to you our very special vol-
unteer, Janneke  Schepers.

For almost two years she has shown her dedication 
to the shelter in all types of jobs. She does it all;  from 
cleaning kennels, scooping poop, bathing, walking and 
feeding the dogs, giving medication to the animals, bot-
tle feeding dogs and cats, naming them, handling adop-
tions and even finding some pets a home on her own.  
But, most of all Janneke has truly cared for them. 

The first time an animal arrives at the shelter Jan-
neke overwhelms them with love and hugs. She is a 
very loved face for all the animals and all the people at 
the shelter. It warms our heart to see such a young lady 
spreading love and giving her all for the animals.

If you would like to see where Janneke is filling every 
free minute of her time, you are more then welcome to 
visit us.  If you are lucky you might meet Janneke.  She 
would love to give you a tour and tell you all about the 
shelter and perhaps convince you to leave with a new 
fur friend. Jane Disko

Pet Lover of  the week !
(Not available for adoption)

If you would like to meet our cats and dogs, please 
come to Animal Shelter Bonaire, Kaminda Lagun 26A. 
The Shelter is open Monday till Friday 10 am to 1 pm 
and 2-3:30 pm, Saturday 10 am till 3 pm nonstop. You 
can also call 7014989 or 7174989 to make an appoint-
ment to see them, via whatsapp, facebook messenger 
and email animalshelterbonaire@gmail.com

Janneke  Schepers

Special of  the Week

Black on white cats

Thanks to Florence Ditlow and her Pet Stress Reme-
dy over 150 dogs and cats were less “stressed” during 
this past fireworks season and the Animal Shelter was 
the grateful recipient of the sales. 

Florence, a retired professional registered nurse, has 
produced Pet Stress Remedy here on Bonaire since 
2006. With her all-natural calming aid for pets, she has 
been helping Bonaire’s dogs and cats stay stress free 
during the fireworks for 15 years. And she has been 
helping Animal Shelter Bonaire all those years as well! 

All sales of Pet Stress Remedy are donated to the 
Shelter and this year was a great year with $840.00 
in sales. Thank you, Florence, for helping our pets 
through difficult times and for all your hard work and 
generosity.    Photo and story, Jane Disko
Photo:  Florence presents Shelter Manager Sanne with 
$840 in Pet Stress Remedy sales.

In the early pre-dawn hours of Saturday morning, on 
January 29th, 79 volunteers ventured out to carry out the 
annual Yellow-Shouldered Amazon parrot roost count 
which collects data on the parrot population of Bonaire. 
The YSAP, also known locally as the Lora, is an endan-
gered parrot species. The largest remaining population re-
sides right here on the island. It’s very important to track if 
the population is stable, growing, or diminishing, to assess 
if our conservation efforts are paying off and if other en-
vironmental factors might be having a significant impact. 

Volunteers were stationed at 28 different roost sites for 
this count, with multiple observation points per roost site 
in some cases. A parrot roost site is where they settle to 
sleep for the night. The volunteers position themselves at 
a convenient observation point near the roost site and ob-
serve the birds waking up and leaving the area in search of 
food as the sun rises. This year’s roost count yielded the in-
credible result of an estimated 1779 Loras! While the num-
ber is only an minimum estimate because we have make 
sure to not duplicate numbers in the same area, this is a sig-
nificant increase from the last couple of years. During the 
2021 roost count, Echo recorded 773 parrots, and in 2020 
we recorded 1223 parrots. We’re beyond excited about this 
year’s result! 

The largest number of parrots was counted in the Terrace 
Landscape area in the middle of Bonaire, with Hato and 
Sabadeco having some of the largest roosts. The Washing-
ton-Slagbaai National Park was next in numbers, with over 
300 parrots counted by 20 volunteers including STINA-
PA junior rangers. Some of the roost sites within the park 
and in other remote areas on the island were challenging 
to access and required adventurous hiking and hill scram-
bling by the volunteers. But it was well worth the effort! 
In many cases the volunteers heard more parrots than they 
saw, such as in the hills and mountains of the park and on 
the northwest part of the island such as Boka Druifi. Ad-
ditionally, not all roost sites on the island have been iden-
tified and counted. If you live in an area such as Antriol, 
Tera Cora, or southern Rincon and you regularly see Loras 
gathered in a specific spot during the morning and evening 
hours , please contact Echo at info@echobonaire.org to let 
us know, so we can add the exact location of the roost to 
the next roost count. 

Echo would like to thank all the volunteers for their ded-
ication to the Lora conservation efforts, getting up before 
dawn and getting to the roost sites to count parrots. Your 
hard work made this roost count a fantastic success!  

By Daria Taiakina.
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Love of reading starts early

The Bookstart Program
The library’s new BookStart program 

encourages parents to get their children 
involved with reading early. When par-
ents read a book together with their baby 
or toddler – pointing to pictures and tell-
ing stories – they strengthen their own 
bond with the child. They also help the 
child develop an interest in reading and 
start acquiring good lifetime reading and 

language skills.
Parents are invited to bring to bring 

children to the library to see the fun, 
new books they can discover together. 
Parents can sign up the child for a li-
brary membership that will remain free 
until age 18. Parents will also receive 
the free BookStart case containing two 
booklets which offer practical and fun 
reading tips. DMR

A book with breakfast 
Twice during Bonaire’s National 

Reading Days (January 26 to February 
5, 2022) Deputy Nina den Heyer read to 
toddlers as they ate their breakfast.

On Wednesday, January 26th the tod-
dlers of Sentro pre-Eskolar Hardin Tia 
Sus listened to the beautiful picture book 
‘The suitcase’ by Chris Naylor-Balles-

teros. On Friday, February 4, Nina plans 
to read to toddlers over breakfast at the 
Bonaire Public Library.

During the National Reading Days, 
the Bonaire Public Library sends a relay 
of readers to various childcare locations. 
Every day a reader from the library 
reads from one of the books in the Top 
10 Picture Books.


