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2020 Walkathon exceeds expectatlons

While most of Bonaire was still sleeping at 5am on the
early Sunday morning of March 8, approximately 600
people gathered at White Slave for the 2020 Walkathon.
They came to bike, walk and run the 32 kilometer (19.88
miles) to Rincon in support of Special Olympics.

Bonaire’s 2020 Special Olympics Walkathon sold out
beating last year’s sales. There were 928 tickets sold
equaling $13,920. And 671 of the ticket buyers picked
up their Walkathon t-shirt and complementary Digicel
bag, cap and water bottle.

The route led participants from the south through town
and then along the Queen’s highway to Rincon. Along
the way volunteers were stationed at eight different spots
to distribute water, fruit and raisin buns. At the water
stop at Karpata volunteers made pumpkin pancakes, hot
dogs, sandwiches and even rum drinks! Many of the 80
volunteers have been a part of the Walkathon for years.

At the end of the trek participants were met with soup,
breakfast, fruit and drinks prepared by volunteers.

Two Red Cross vehicles and five Special Olympics
vehicles traveled the roads to ensure everyone’s safety

and hand out lollipops. Luckily their services were only
needed once when a small boy tumbled from his bike.

This is the 18th year for the Special Olympics Walk-
athon. Support for the fundraiser is island wide and ev-
eryone wants to chip in and help.

For the 11th consecutive year Digicel has been one of
the main sponsors for the Special Olympics. This year
Kentucky Fried Chicken joined the list of major support-
ers: Fundashon Wega di Number Bonaire, MCB Bank
and Guardian Group.

In addition, this year’s Walkathon received donations
from Tung Fong, Cicilia Motoa at Play Trading, Bonaire
Lions Club, Bonaire Logistics and Bondigro, Van den

Tweel, Warehouse Bonaire, Mac Enterprises, Don An- | _:'
dres, Jenties and Achi Tours, Kooyman, Gerland Silberie |

and Watty Emerenciana, Budget Marine, Flamingo Party
Rentals, El Mundo, Live 99 and FKPD.

Support was not isolated to Bonaire, a couple from

Nebraska who support Special Olympics back home |

made a nice donation after reading about the event in
The Reporter.

The Board of Special Olympics Bonaire and the ath-
letes of Special Olympics Bonaire thank everyone for
their support. Proceeds aid in funding the training of the
athletes and Special Olympics competitions and trips.

More Walkathon photos on page 11 and The Bonaire
Reporter Facebook page.
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Wheels of 787 sink into
asphalt at airport

Recently 350 Amsterdam bound pas-
sengers were delayed for more than 24
hours when the left main landing gear
of their Boeing 787 sank into soft as-
phalt at Flamingo International. As the
TUI aircraft was being towed from the
gate, the plane was pushed onto an area
not intended to support aviation traffic.

After several hours, ground officials
were able to pull the aircraft out of the
hole and, after an inspection, decided it
was safe to fly. With crew hours close
to expiring and further inspection war-
ranted, the plane was flown to Curagao,
where the passengers were put up at
various hotels. The flight, originally
scheduled to depart at 9pm on Febru-
ary 29, left for Schiphol at 10:28pm on
March Ist.

Airport director, Jos Hillen, acknowl-
edged that the aircraft was pushed out-
side of the zone allowed for aircraft
movement. But he was surprised that
the surface had collapsed as repaving
work on that segment bordering the
grassy area was completed within the
last two months. The incident will be
investigated by the Inspectie Leefom-
geving en Transport (ILT) in the Neth-
erlands. D.M.R. Source: https.://www.
gatechecked.com

On the table: free import duties between the Islands.

A ‘brotherhood agreement’ (Akuerdo
di Hermandat) has been signed in Wil-
lemstad by Deputy Elvis Tjin Asjoe on
behalf of the public entity Bonaire and
Prime Minister Eugene Rhuggenaath
on behalf of the Curagao government.
The political dissolution in 2010 ended
most existing cooperation arrangements.
Under the new agreement, Bonaire and
Curagao will explore areas where work-
ing together more closely can be benefi-
cial for both islands.

Heading the list is the possibility of
transporting goods tax-free and free of
import duties between the islands. The
two leaders also discussed cooperation
on promoting tourism, education, cultur-

al and artistic exchange, healthy lifestyle,
disability care, and training of healthcare
professionals. Other possibilities includ-
ed data exchange and optimizing govern-
ment organizations through knowledge
exchange.

The announcement celebrated the
family, cultural and business ties that
have remained strong between the two
islands. It declared “the fraternity agree-
ment expresses a joint wish to strength-
en the age-old fraternal ties between the
peoples of Curagao and Bonaire on the
basis of equality and mutual trust” that
existed before Bonaire voted to leave the
Netherlands Antilles. D.M.R. Source: Bo-
naire.nu

Abraham makes a report against Lieutenant Governor

Clark Abraham

Lt. Gov. Edison Rijna

On the eve of the Hague’s scheduled
reappointment of Lieutenant Governor
Edison Rijna for another six-year term,
Opposition leader Clark Abraham (PDB)
reported to the Public Prosecutor that Ri-
jna had committed forgery of documents.

The Island Council recently amended
the new road traffic regulation. Accord-

ing to Abraham, Rijna subsequently
changed some wording in the document,
then signed it, a deliberate attempt to
change the law. “If he puts his signature
on something that has not been accepted
as such, then we must see it as forgery
in the most literal sense of the word,”
said Abraham.

Lieutenant Governor Rijna, asked by
the editors of Bonaire.nu, does not yet
want to respond substantively. “We will
await the steps of the Public Prosecution
Service,” said Rijna. Rijna added that
citizens can be sure nothing significant
has happened. D.M.R. Source: Bonaire.nu

Bonaire to have “new” airport

by 2026

Flamingo International Airport, “the
engine of Bonaire’s economy,” will be
upgraded to accommodate the expected
growth in tourism, business traffic, and
inter-island traffic. It will also meet inter-
national requirements in terms of capac-
ity, efficiency, passenger comfort, safety
and sustainability.

The management of Bonaire Interna-
tional Airport (BIA N.V.) has instructed
the NACO agency, which specializes
in airport design, to update the existing
master plan, taking into account the Stra-
tegic Tourism Plan, the Blue Destination
concept, the growth of the population,
and the Economy Executive Council’s
sustainable development plan — while
preserving nature and culture.

NACO will explore three possibilities
in the coming months. The first relocates
the airport to the area near the current
control tower and fire station. Expanding
the existing airport with a new terminal
for international traffic. Or third, main-
taining the existing airport for inter-island
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traffic and building a
new terminal for inter-
national traffic.

The Executive Coun-
cil will receive NACO’s
report in July and begin
extensive public consul-
tation in the fall. Walk-
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ing-in meetings will be
scheduled where the
opinions of all stake-
holders will be sought,
as well as the views of the general public
and community organizations. A defini-
tive decision will be made before the end
of the year. Further planning, then tender-
ing and implementation, will follow. The
new airport is expected to be operational
in 2026.

station.

The renewal of Flamingo Airport ex-
tends beyond the terminal and the plat-
forms, chief executive officer of BIA
Jos Hillen, said. The sustainability of
the plan, both in the choice of building
materials and in the daily activities at the

The first f the tHree p;bposed plan
airport to the area near the current control tower and fire

s relocates the

airport, will be considered. Flight proce-
dures will be adjusted to reduce noise pol-
lution. Environmental effects will be re-
searched and protective measures taken.

The entire process will be monitored by
a steering group, chaired by Lieutenant
Governor Rijna, which includes repre-
sentatives from Tjin Asjoe and represen-
tatives from the ministries of I&W and
the Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom
Relations. The steering group will advise
the Executive Council and the ministers.
D.M.R. Source: Bonaire.nu
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Trash bin winners
announced

Photographers, judges and supporters gathered at the
North Pier on March 6 for the announcement of the
winners of the “Help Keep Bonaire Beautiful” photo
contest. Attending were also members of the island Ex-
ecutive Council, Nina den Heyer and James Kroon. Over
180 photos were submitted during the contest with over
3,000 visits to the contest site. The top 20 selected by the
public were given to a panel of five judges who chose the
eight winners. Each winner was awarded a 50 x 70cm
print of their image to hang on their wall. The grand
prize of $250.00 was awarded to photographer Kevin
Pursley. His name was drawn from a hat by Executive
Council Member Nina den Heyer.

Winners of the 2020 Help Keep Bonaire Beautiful
photo contest:

Aja Radl — pelican and flamingos

Caitlin Hale — mas bongos and diver

Cathleen Willcock - secretary blenny

Claydrick Clarinda — salt flats

Kevin Pursley — turtle and grand prize winner

Marijke Wilhelmus — sunset

Doug Sich - fishing boat

The eight winning photos will be placed on front of
the bins for the next two years. After that time, another
island-wide photo contest will held to select eight more
photos to represent Bonaire.

The first bin will be installed at the North Pier early
next week. All eight trash/recycle receptacles will be in
place by mid April.

James Kroon has been an advocate of the project since
it was first introduced last year. Elvis Tijn-Ajoe who
was not present due to other commitments has also been
active in supporting the project along with Ms. Nina
den Heyer.

Special thanks to Carolyn Caporusso from Clean

L-R Kevin Pursley, grand prize winner; Commissioner James Kroon; Claydrick Clarinda; Cathleen Willcock; Marijke
Wilhelmus; Michael LaFortune, director of A Plastic Free Bonaire; Carolyn Caporusso, Clean Coast Bonaire; Aja
Radi; Commissioner Nina den Heyer; Denise de Jongh; Caitlin Hale and Doug Sich.

Coast Bonaire and Julie Morgan from the The Bonaire
Reporter for helping at the event.

This project would not be possible without the support See all
of community businesses sponsoring the project: Sunbelt the Winning
Realty, Kooyman, Dive Friends and Budget Marine. If ph otos on
your business would like to join A Plastic Free Bonaire
in keeping Bonaire and our oceans cleaner for future our facebook
generations please contact us at: aplasticfreebonairein- page

fo@gmail.com Michael LaFortune, photos Julie Mor-
gan.

FOR SALE Kaminda Gurubu 11

* Location : North Salinja

* Living area: +/- 90 m2 / 969 sq. ft.

+ 2 bedrooms / 1 bathroom / storage container

PARADISE HOMES
BONAIRE
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ozy Home with Room to Expand
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¢ Covered front porch with great views

e Large garden with gazebo 0l
* Scan code for a virtual 3D tour

Listed for $ 199,900 US Dollar Ol

Kaya Grandi 24-A Bonaire, Dutch Caribbean

Tel. +599-717-7362

inffo@bonairehomes.com  www.bonairehomes.com
K7 http://www.facebook com/REMAXBonaire
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—Letters and Opinions——

Editor. The following exchange of opinions occurred
when The Reporter published Algae Farming? What
Happened to Consultative Government on Bonaire?,
by Dr. Don M. Ricks. Prof. dr. Rene Wijffels, head of
the algae project, responded.

Opinion: Algae Farming
Wijffels’ response to Ricks, February 28, 2020

It was a big surprise for us to hear the negative arti-
cle about an algae farm in Bonaire. That we were going
to pollute the environment with genetically engineered
microalgae and that there has been no communication
about it at all.

First of all, I would like to explain what we are doing
there. It is a research project for the sustainable produc-
tion of microalgae making use of local resources only
(seawater, CO2 from the air and sunlight). Objective is
to produce biomass, rich in proteins and oil which can
be used as a feed ingredient, e.g. to start fish cultivation
on Bonaire. In any case an application to stimulate the
local economy of Bonaire and to do that in a completely
sustainable way.

We want to develop a laboratory for research on na-
ture and sustainable processes to give young people from
Bonaire the opportunity to return to Bonaire after their
studies and contribute to innovations on the island.

The microalgae used are not genetically modified, they
are even not originating from locations outside Bonaire,
because we do not want to introduce strains that can be-
come invasive for the local environment. We only use
microalgae that have been isolated on Bonaire.

What we are constructing at Barcadera is a small labo-
ratory and an outdoor unit to produce at very small scale
(liters) microalgae with the objective to study whether
we can cultivate these organisms on local resources only.
The microalgae produced will not be discharged in the
environment.

The project developed in close communication with
STINAPA. STINAPA has controlled all our activities.

We did communicate our activities in several work-
shops on Bonaire in the last years before we started our
experiments and have been published in newspapers on
Bonaire.

We are not constructing an algae farm. We do hope,

of course that the technology could develop in a farm,
but before that can be done it has to be proven that it is
technologically and economically feasible, that it is safe
for the environment and permits for construction have
been given. Permits for construction can only be given
after public announcements and requests for objections.

Opinion: Algae Farming
Ricks’ response to Wijffels’ Response, March 2,
2020

I notice you didn’t address my expert source’s two pri-
mary objections: that you are asking Bonaire to commit
resources to “new” science that is already old science;
and that you’ve proposed a potential business plan with-
out declaring what business the island would consequent-
ly pursue—not to mention with what resources?, despite
what negative consequences?, and with what likelihood
of success?

Take, for example, your example: “To produce bio-
mass, rich in proteins and oil which can be used as a
feed ingredient, e.g. to start fish cultivation on Bonaire.”
That’s certainly an eye-catching objective to write on
proposals and permit applications.

However, even 30 years ago, when my wife and I spent
three years cruising the vast chain of islands along the
west coast of Canada, communities were already battling
the intrusion of commercial salmon farming. It was tak-
ing over recreational sites and, many feared, seriously
endangering the natural fishery.

Are you knowledgeable about commercial aquaculture
operations? Have you considered the effects one would
have on Bonaire’s marine environment? Do you have
other hypothetical commercial applications to propose
for the algae, “for example?”

My source says that synthetic biology is producing new
approaches to many real problems . . . for example, prom-
ising research in using enzymes to break down plastic
bottles. He believes Bonaire should be looking to import
new technologies that are already proven solutions to real
problems that are critical to the island.

Opinion: Algae Farming
Wijffels’ second response to Ricks, March 3, 2020

We are not introducing synthetic biology on the island.

I know that 30 years ago attempts have been done to
develop microalgae cultivation and to do that commer-
cially. As a matter of fact, the first peak in activities on
microalgae developed in the 1950s. After the second
world war the planet was at risk of having insufficient
protein as a food and feed source. A lot of the fundaments
of the technology of today have been developed at that
time. However, the technology was still too expensive
and mechanization and crop development in agriculture
provided the solutions and attention for algae reduced.
In the decades that followed there was renewed attention
because of the energy crisis in the 1970s and the need
for sustainable alternatives today. Every time technol-
ogy improved leading to cost reduction. Presently the
global challenge is to find alternatives for palm oil, fish
oil, soy protein etc and microalgae have potential. New
technologies develop in circles and take time; this is the
case for many technologies developed. I would like to
refer to a techno-economic model we developed in which
we show that the technology if scaled up can be used to
produce these alternatives. Microalgae will have their
place in these commodity markets but can also be used
in niche markets.

Our project in Bonaire is a research project. The ob-
jectives are to demonstrate that under the climatological
conditions of Bonaire a high productivity can be reached.
We also have the objective to do this in a stand-alone sys-
tem, independent of the electricity grid, using CO2 from
the air and nutrients and water from the ocean. For us it
is basic research. If we achieve these goals this would be
the first time ever done. It would be possible to develop
modules that can operate stand-alone on any place. The
laboratory we established on Bonaire will be used for
research on nature protection as well. We intend to pro-
vide research jobs making it possible for young people
who left the island for their studies to return to the island.

If results are good and if the technology developed is
promising it will give opportunities for pioneers to start
new business, sustainable business making the island less
dependent of tourism alone and imports of products from
abroad. I totally agree with you that the latter can only
be done if activities have no negative effects on nature.

Editor. Thank you to prof. dr. Rene Wijffel for giving us
permission to publish his responses.The March 25th issue
of the Reporter will feature a story on the Algae Farm
pilot project based on an interview and tour with Dr.
Rene Wijffels.

Coronavirus

Dear Editor,

Does the health commissioner of Bonaire have a plan
if the corona virus strikes Bonaire? If so can you pub-
lish it? Are there any plans to limit or stop cruise ships
from coming to Bonaire especially if they have people
on board who test positive for the virus or are already
sick? Are there any plans to limit air travel to the island
or to scan people for fevers as they arrive in Bonaire?
As all health care officials are now saying it is not a
matter of whether the corona virus will spread to other
countries it is only a matter of when.

Todd Lichtenstein

If you think you have the coronavirus, stay home and

call your doctor.

Don’t go to the clinic, hospital or doctor’s office if
you think you have the virus, say Bonaire’s health pro-
fessionals. Stay at home and phone your doctor. Profes-
sionals say that the risk of the virus reaching the Island
is now high. The COVID-19 symptoms are: difficulty
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breathing, extended coughing and fever.

Is Bonaire prepared for the Coronavirus?

Health experts Dr Izzy Gerstembluth, department of
epidemiology in Curacao and Alcira Jana Jansen, head
of the Public Health Department Bonaire, say yes.

They have the testing kits and have established guide-
lines to handle the virus. They have the facilities to iso-
late cases.

COVID-19 and cruise ships

On March 10, the cruise ship MS Braemar, operated
by Fred Olsen, docked in Curagao, but the Department
of Public Health (GMN) allowed no one to land. The
ship itself reported that one person aboard tested positive
for the virus. A few days later four people were showing
symptoms of COVID-19: three crew members and one
passenger. At least one of them had contact with the first
person that was infected. The physician on the ship took
the necessary measures by isolating the four people.

Curacao medical experts including epidemiologist
Izzy Gerstenbluth went aboard to perform tests. The
cruise ship departed later in the day according to plans.

Braemar is not scheduled to visit Bonaire in March.

Other cases of the coronavirus are now being reported
in the Caribbean. Cases have been confirmed in Domin-
ican Republic, St Barts, French Guiana and French St
Martin.

Major cruise ship destination islands of Jamaica and
Grand Cayman have denied access to boats telling them
to go elsewhere. St Lucia is not allowing boats with pas-
sengers originating from Asian countries. Bonaire says
it will allow the ships.

But, Jansen and Gerstembluth agreed that the medi-
cal department of each ship is required to send a status
of health two days before arriving in port. If there is
anything suspicious then the ill are quarantined. Only
the suspected ill, not the entire ship, the other ‘healthy’
passengers are allowed to disembark.

We will post critical local updates on the coronavi-

rus on The Bonaire Reporter’s Facebook page. Julie
Morgan.

The Bonaire Reporter March. 11 - 25, 2020



Law Enforcement
Police Report for Feb. 26 to March 6, 2020

Property Crimes

Between Thursday, Feb. 27, around
7:30pm and Friday, Feb. 28, around
7:15am, thieves took two batteries from
a pick-up. The locked pick-up was
parked at a house on Kaminda Djabou.

On Friday Feb. 28 between 7am and
5:30pm thieves stole jewelry and a Sam-
sung white tablet from a house on the
Kaya Carlota.

Dive sites/ tourist spots

Between 5:45 and 6:45pm on Wednes-
day, Feb. 26 at the dive site 1000 Steps
on the Tourist Road thieves destroyed
the right windshield of a car with a stone
and took away a total of five bags with
contents.

Sunday, March 1 between 9:45 -
11am, thieves stole three bags with con-
tents from a car parked at the Karpata
dive site. The windows of the car were
open.

Traffic accidents & violations

In the night hours of Wednesday, Feb.
26, around 02.20am a car and a motor-
cycle collided at Kaya Lodewijk L.D.
Gerharts. The driver of the car saw the
motorcycle coming and wanted to turn
left quickly towards Kaya G.C.M. Piar
to prevent the motorcycle from crashing
into her. The motorcycle arrived at high
speed and crashed into the right front of
the car. The driver of the motorbike in-
jured his head and wrist and was taken
by the ambulance to the hospital. KPCN
emphasizes once again that speeding is a
danger for both the person doing it, as in
this case, and for other road users.

On Thursday, Feb. 27, between 5
and 7pm, traffic controls were held at
the Kaya Industria, the Kaya Korona
and the Kaya Internashonal. A number
of processes were issued, mainly for
driving without a license, without valid
insurance or license plate. For other vi-
olations such as not wearing a seat belt
and not using a child seat, a warning was
issued.

On Saturday, Feb. 29, around 2am a
car hit a man on Kaminda Tra’i Mon-
tafia. The driver of the car stated that
she felt she had bumped into something.
When she stopped, she saw a man lying
on the ground. The victim was drunk
and was walking in the middle of the
road. The victim had injured arms and
was taken to the hospital by ambulance.
Later he was diagnosed with internal
injuries and was admitted to the special
care unit for observation.

On Saturday, Feb. 29 and Sunday,
March 1, the Public Body and KPCN
set up two check points so that the pub-
lic could measure the light transmittance
of the driver’s and passenger’s car win-
dows. KPCN measured 127 cars in Rin-
con 127 and 296 cars in Playa.

The new traffic regulation has set the
light transmittance at 35%. From March
1, the fine will be determined by the per-
centage of windscreen tint of the driver’s
and passenger windows.

The new traffic regulation came into

effect March 1, and traffic controls were
held on Kaya Korona and Kaya Indu-
stria on Monday March 2. A total of 62
vehicles were checked. There were 12
verbal proceedings for, among other
things, not having valid insurance doc-
uments, driving without a license, but
mostly for driving without a seat belt.
A car seat belt is for the safety of the
occupants of a car. The fine for driving
without a seat belt is $ 115.

On Wednesday, March 4, between
10 — 11:20 am, a traffic check was held
at Kaya Amsterdam. During this traffic
control, drivers were checked for driving
without a seat belt or helmet. Attention
was also paid to tinted car windows.
Police handed out two official process-
es for driving without a valid driver’s
license, three official reports for driving
without valid insurance and seven offi-
cial reports for driving without a safety
belt.

Around 4pm a traffic check was also
held at Kaya Simon Bolivar in which
three processes were written for not
wearing the seat belt.

Arrests

Around 1:30am Wednesday, Feb. 26, a
man, 19, was arrested on Kaya Gilberto
F. Croes for insulting, threatening, and
abusing a police officer.

Around 12:30am Tuesday, March
3, man, 61, was arrested at a house on
Kaya Rincon for threatening with a gun
and mistreatment.

At around 6pm March [6] a man, 35,
on Hanchi Amboina arrested for abuse.

Fire

In the evening hours of Sunday, March
1, around 8:20pm, the police station was
notified of a fire in the kitchen on the
eastern side of the stadium in Playa. The
fire brigade arrived and immediately had
the fire under control. The stadium was
full of people watching a football match.
No one was injured.

Public Assistance

In the morning hours of Friday, Feb.
28, assistance from the ambulance was
requested at a tourist accommodation
on Bulevar J.A. Abraham where a boat
was moored with four injured persons
on board. At Belnem the boat was hit
by a large wave causing a passenger to
go overboard. One person fell on her
side and complained of pain in her ribs
and neck. Another person hit the side of
the boat, was cut above her left eye and
complained about neck pain. The fourth
person suffered a blow to her chest and
became dizzy and almost fainted. The
ambulance personnel treated all victims
on the spot and took the victim with the
cut wound to the hospital for medical
treatment.

How to contact the KPCN
emergency number 911 (free)
anonymous tips, (+599) 717 7251
general (+599) 715 8000 or 717 8000
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Question: Are counter-offers not used
on Bonaire? I started off with a low
offer and the Seller just rejected it, and
didn’t counter offer. I raised it a lit-
tle and they rejected it again. How do
I know what price they’ll take if they
don’t counter offer? Thanks, Jed

Hi Jed,

Counter offers are used here on Bo-
naire, so I’'m guessing if you received
two rejections to your offers, the offers
were simply too low for the Seller to
want to enter a negotiation. If you cur-
rently live in an area where Sellers over-
price their homes because they expect
any buyers to offer a much lower price,
I can see why you’re using the strategy
you described.

However, Bonaire homes are usual-
ly priced for sale at their market value.
Many homes on Bonaire sell at the ask-
ing price, and most sell within just a few

Ask Kate

Bonaire real estate advice

percentage points of the asking price.
We are a small island with a limited
number of properties for sale and you
have a lot of competition from other buy-
ers who want to own here, especially in
the below $300,000 market. Low offers
are not a good strategy here.

I understand wanting to “get a deal”
but try to re-set that thought to consider
that the best deal is owning a home on
Bonaire. That’s what we did. My hus-
band and I paid the asking price for our
home, and so did my real estate partner
Jean when she bought hers.

Best of luck in finding your Bonaire
home, let us know if we can help!

Kate Butler, GRI,

RE/MAX Bonaire

If you are looking to buy or sell a
home on Bonaire, or if you have a real
estate question for Kate, email her at
kate@bonairehomes.com. Tollfree from
U.S.: 1-866-611-7362

BobBus is only five bucks!

As of March 2, guests and locals who
jump on board the BobBus can get to
their destination for only five bucks
and at the same time make a difference
in Bonaire child care. The bus operates
everyday: S5pm to 12 midnight Sunday
through Tuesday and Wednesday; Thurs-
day through Saturday from Spm to 2am.
The bus stops at all your favorite spots
from Hato to Sorbonne and on through
Belnem. There are two buses; one goes
south and one north and they pass each
other along the way. The entire route
takes a little over an hour and there is no
deviation from the tour.

There are 56 partners on the bus route
including hotels, restaurants, bars and
cafes.

The Bob Bus doesn’t operate on cash,
only tokens. The tokens may be pur-
chased at one of the 56 partners along
the route. Riders cannot board the bus
without a token.

Half of that price of the five dollar to-

Owners Anna Kroodsma and Leo Dykgraaf along with organizer Kitty Ladiges return
from the first BobBus tour.

ken goes to Bonaire child care.

The buses are owned by Orlando Fran-
cisca of Rento Fun, one of the biggest
transportation providers for tourists. He
holds the licenses and permits. Owners of
Bob Bus, Anna Kroodsma and Leo Dyk-
graaf said, “Orlando is the biggest, so we
thought, let’s work with him.”

Orlando saw an opportunity to create
jobs for his drivers and cleaners; more
income for the island; and finally, to help
the island kids.

Owners Anna Kroodsma and Leo Dyk-
graaf said that this is not a booze bus.
You can drink something if you want, but
there are no beverages sold on the bus.

Organizer Kitty Ladiges said, “This is
an affordable transport for anyone that
wants to go out and enjoy themselves
without having to worry about driving.”

For a route map for BobBus go to
www.BobBusBonaire.com. Photo and
story Julie Morgan
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Carib Inn celebrates 40 years

Bruce Bowker

Bruce Bowker’s Carib Inn was a mis-
take. The dive establishment was never
intended to be a dive shop/resort. Bruce
simply bought the property thinking he
would rent some rooms to make a little
extra money to supplement his dive in-
structor salary working for Captain Don
at Aqua Venture. But after a misunder-
standing with Don about the room rent-
als, Bruce found himself opening his own
dive shop and inn.

He and his late wife Liz took six months
to renovate the place. They converted a
workshop and the garage into rooms and
finally ended up with 11 units, two of
which are houses. They added a boat, a
compressor and later another boat. On
January 1, 1980, the Carib Inn opened its
doors. This is the 40th anniversary (actu-
ally 41st year) and over the years it has
be-come one of the most loved and re-
spected resorts on Bonaire.

When Carib Inn first opened, Skin Div-
er magazine wrote a two paragraph piece
in their February 1980 issue calling it ‘a
new and unique diving facility.” He didn’t
begin advertising until 1985 and Skin
Diver readers will remember the cute ads
of Bruce with the Dalmatian, “Looking
for some new spots?”

From 1988 to the early 1990’s, Carib
Inn had 100% repeat and return guests.
Even today, many of those early guests
return at least once a year. And their fam-
ilies bring their families creating genera-
tions of divers at Carib Inn. Some of the
guests be-come such good diving buddies
that they even plan their trips to coincide
with one another.

“People have been coming back since
the beginning. It’s the family atmosphere
with the same people so its kind of like
a reunion,” said Bruce, “ It’s a friendly
place. We’re the way Bonaire used to be.”

Bruce Bowker’s Carib Inn is Bruce
Bowker and the people who have worked
for him over the years. And that’s not
many, as his employees seem to stay. He
started with four employees (all Antille-
an). Today there are 14 total (three maids,
three tank guys and seven dive staff) and
seven of them have been there for more
than 20 years.

Dive office manager Kitty Handschuh
has worked at Carib for over 32 years.

Kitty said, “Part of the reason people
stay is because Bruce treats everyone fair-
ly, equally and with respect. And they get
a raise every year.”

Carib Inn also has a great dive shop
with fair prices. And, for years, Bruce has
been the ‘go-to’ man for dive equipment
re-pairs.

As for the man, Bruce understands peo-
ple’s love for diving and what they want.
He began diving in the 50’s and never
missed a single episode of Seahunt on
television. In April 1973, Bruce met Cap-
tain Don Stewart at the Princeton Aqua
Club in New Jersey. Bruce was a mem-
ber and Don was there to get his YMCA
instructor certification. He was looking
for instructors to go to Bonaire for three
weeks and teach his dive staff and 25 year
old Bruce signed on.

“When I got here I just fell in love with
the place. I absolutely loved everything
about it; the people, the culture, the diving
and everything was absolutely gorgeous,”
said Bruce.

He was Don’s very first dive instructor.

Bruce was the first person to dive Rap-
pel along with Stan Gdowski. He said the

Your Most
Trusted
Name in
Security

since
1983
T17-8125

sssbonaire.com e

For the Protection of Your Family or Business

Email:info@ ey s
Y o o
Website:www.  SPECIAL SECURITY SERVICES
ssshonaire.com ... Nikiboko Noord 37, PO Box 225, Bonaire, Dutch Caribbean

Five of the crew pictured are s
Rishi Anthony. Photo published in Skin Diver magazine 1996: L-R Bruce Bowker, Tessa Ley, JJ
Joslin, Edward Thomas, Kitty Handschuh, Ed Diehl and Linda Baker.

only reason we did that was because it
was a sheer wall and we had no idea what
was down there.

ruce’s famous ist dive at Rappel

In the early days of Carib Inn and Bo-
naire, no one even thought about driving
all the way down south to dive.

Bruce said, “It was considered a very
long way. We just got in a boat and went
and whenever we found a safe place to
anchor we would dive in. We discovered
all these wonderful sites; Margate Bay,
Oasis (aka English Garden) The Lake,
Invisibles, it was lovely.”

Carib Inn also made regularly sched-
uled two tank dive trips to the east side
and the park either by boat or from shore
and discovered White Hole and Devils
Garden (no mooring).

Bruce is also responsible for naming
Small Wall, Rock Pile, Divi Tree and
Carl’s Hill Annex.

In the 90’s, Bruce led the way for clean-
ups on Bonaire. He bought a flat bed truck
and for three years every Saturday they
scavenged the mundis for trash. At the

peak there were four trucks and 40 people
cleaning basketball size court areas. They
finally quit because there was nothing left
to cleanup.

As the president of the Preservation for
Klein Bonaire Foundation, Bruce led the
fight to keep Klein Bonaire from devel-
opment in the late 90’s. He says they are
still trying to build there to accommodate
the cruise ships.

“Tourism is like fire. It can cook your
food or burn your house down. They are
destroying the very place they came to
see,” said Bruce.

He believes in keeping things small and
the fact that Carib Inn is celebrating its
40th anniversary is a testimony to that.
Congratulations to Bruce and Carib Inn!

Photo of Bruce and story Julie Morgan

'] course with either a PADI or YMCA

: st E;atums of the Carib
Inn are the prices. Tanks with back
pack, weight belt and lead weights are
only $4.00 per day. Air fills are only
§2.50 per fill. Rooms are from $20.00 to
Sii.mp;er night for two :

is no service charge, T
“emafgdennh Inutes from
I aiwrmmt amd o vramr chask disbamas Feams

From Skin Diver magazine
February 1980

whwrw.caribinn.com

DE FREEWIELER

Sales & Repair:
Road, Mountain & Dutch Bikes.
Giant, Specialized, Bikkel

Parts and accessories for all brands of

Beautiful bike clothes, shoes, helmets
House and car keys duplicated
Kaya Grandi #61 “The blue building”

Website: www.freewielerbonaire.com
Email: freewieler@bonairefreewieler.com

& Golden Lion Bikes
bikes

Open 8:30-12:30, 14:00-17:00
Owner Operated Call T17-8545
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Reef

Once upon a time, divers at OI’ Blue
were routinely examined by this very
curious angelfish named Queen Beatrix.
Queen angels get their name from a dark-
and-electric-blue spot surrounded by an
electric blue line. This crownlike spot
sits right on the angel’s forehead, exactly
where a crown should be, and that’s ex-
actly where Queen Beatrix wore hers (just
out of the photo).

Sponges are one of the basic foods of
angelfish, and, here on Bonaire, touch me
not sponges are definitely a favorite. The
challenge for angelfish is that sponges are
protected by especially distasteful outer
surfaces. Angelfish meet this challenge
by keeping a lookout for damaged touch
me not sponge colonies, and digging
into them with the enthusiasm of hyenas

Glimpses
Reef Queens

at a freshly killed water
buffalo. In fact, a dam-
aged sponge will often be
shared by queen angels
and rock beauties.

Queen angels travel
alone, as Queen Beatrix
did, or in pairs, or, occa-
sionally, in groups. When
they’re ready to mate,
usually around dusk, each
pair of angelfish rises, the
male together with or a lit-
tle lower than the female. They release
eggs and sperm, then separate and return
downward.

Many years ago, at the end of a dive
off Australia, I saw a pair of angelfish
swimming together in a way that made
me pay attention. They swam in a circle,
spiraling upward closer and closer togeth-
er, and then — and then a 4’ (1.3 m) jack,
wearing a black leather jacket (I swear!
Black leather with chrome zippers is ex-
actly how I remember it.) swam aggres-
sively by, and the angelfish bolted under
a shelf. After a while the pair cautiously
emerged from their sanctuary and began
to circle, first slowly, then in an upward
spiral, and then — and then a couple of 5’
(1.7 m) sharks cruised along and the lov-
ers dashed back into the reef. Every time

the angelfish got busy the
jack or the sharks would
cruise by and the lovers
would hide again. After
more than 30 minutes, my
nitrogen content was high
and my air supply low so
I had to end the dive. I’ll
never know if those an-
gelfish lovers were able to
spawn, or if they became
prey — or both.

Fertilized angelfish eggs
hatch in about a day and
settle down to the reef at
three to four weeks. A school of young
grunts used to live in a mangled old fish
trap resting on the sand off Playa. Also
living in the fish trap was a two-inch ju-
venile queen angelfish who flutter-swam
every time I saw it, advertising its ser-
vices as a cleaner. Even though it adver-
tised to us, for months it was too shy to
actually clean. Then one day my buddy
wore a brightly-colored, flower-patterned
dive skin — and the little angelfish zoomed
right in and began to clean!

That juvenile queen angelfish cleaner
and Queen Beatrix each related to divers
much more than most queen angelfish,
showing once again that fish can be as
different from each other as people. But

whether a queen angelfish is curious or
aloof, it’s always “spectacular, beautiful
beyond the description of words,” Ron-
ald E. Thresher (Reef Fish, 1980[!]) Dee
Scarr

Dee has been guiding divers on Bonaire
since 1982. She's written about her un-
dersea experiences in her books, Touch
the Sea, The Gentle Sea, and Coral’s Reef
(for children); in Dive Training Magazine
from 1990 to 2000, with “Coral Glimps-
es” in the Bonaire Reporter, and now with
“Reef Glimpses . The Bonaire Reporter is
delighted to bring “Reef Glimpses” to you
free of charge. Dee's books are available
for purchase at the Carib Inn on Bonaire
or through touchthesea.com.

Yoga has become
popular because
people are looking
for peace, less stress
and an alternative
solution for their health problems. I teach
mindfulness through the stress reduction
program (MBRS) program used in medical
centers worldwide.

Yoga nidra is called body scan medita-
tion. Prompted by a guided meditation, it
is a state of consciousness between waking
and sleeping that can go into the deepest
level of the mind. It is practiced lying
down, and can last from 20 minutes to an
hour and a half. I teach yoga nidra based
on studies of one of my teachers with a
Masters in Psychology from Harvard.
The studies looked at the most effective
relaxation and meditation techniques to
help with body illness, stress release and
emotional pain. Yoga nidra practices were
found to be more therapeutic.

Power yoga, on the other hand, is ener-
getic, rapidly moving exercise. It includes
lots of vinyasas (series of poses done in se-
quence) practiced with speed. I call power
yoga “the yoga of the ego.” The teacher’s
commands force the students’ minds to
respond easily to an order, so they don’t
get distracted by a multitude of other cues
or words.

Most of my yoga work is to private and
semi private groups and yoga events such
as Full Moon Yoga which I have hosted for
six years. I now give only one public group
class weekly: Sunset Yoga Flow Thursday
6:30pm at Divi Flamingo: a combination
of Power yoga flow, meditation and slow
vinyasa.

Over a year ago I began teaching at the
jail three times a week. My yoga class-

Practicing yoga on Bonaire

by Lolymar Sanchez Pouchet

es are a new approach to let the inmates
find peace with themselves. I teach power
yoga, yoga anatomy, yoga nidra, medita-
tion, restorative yoga and breathing exer-
cises.

When I started practicing yoga at 28, it
seemed very fun and relaxing. My only
goal was to be able to reach the positions
perfectly. Due to my busy career I decid-
ed to stop yoga and started the practice of
meditation to help manage my stress be-
tween work and being a dedicated mom.
Over time, and thanks to the stress, I de-
cided to quit my job. Without knowing
what to do, my lovely husband told me to
take some time for myself. It was then that
I took up yoga again. Practicing with De-
siree (the only yoga teacher on the island
then) I met Laura my lovely yoga partner
who inspired me also to teach together
with Desiree. But it wasn’t until [ met a
yoga teacher in Curagao, that I became in-
spired to teach yoga.

I found “LIVE LOVE and TEACH”
and I went to my first training, where I got
totally inspired to start up my own yoga
studio, YOGARRIBA— a name inspired
through a stormy training day, which iden-
tified my authenticity. Through the storm I
could see my fears, blockages, communi-
cation and culture barriers. My studio, an
Earthship, is located in the middle of Bo-
naire’s beautiful nature. Sometimes I teach
in two languages, mixing English with and
Spanish or Papiamento. The classes are
simple, fun and suitable for everybody.

Yoga is the practice that I love from the
deepest part of my being.

Contact: www.yogarribabonaire.com
Lolymar( Loly)Sanchez Pouchet (+599)
701-2302

The Bonaire Reporter March. 11 - 25, 2020

——

Come for the party.

Nt

A
Sign up for whatever da

BONDOET, the biggest volunteer event
on Bonaire, March 13-14, begins with a
kick off party at FUHIKUBO (Fundashon
Historiko Kultural Bonaeriano) on day
one, March 13 at 8am.

At the kick-off party, there will be a few
inspiring speeches from NGO Platform,
Orange Fonds, participants and various
volunteers. The party ends with a count-
down to charge-up the crowd for the two
day event.

The BONDOET team will visit all the
work sites to encourage and keep the vol-
unteers’ energy levels high throughout the
day. They will take photos to exhibit the
fun of joining in to make a better com-
munity.

Volunteers are the heart and soul of
community organizations. BONDOET
and Orange Fonds want to emphasize
how important it is for our community to

—

y or work you want to do.

Stay for the work.

have actively engaged citizens making a
difference together.

In 2011 BONDOET began with 31 or-
ganizations and 750 volunteers. This year,
so far, there are 94 organizations and 614
registered volunteers. If you still haven’t
committed, grab your friends and sign up.
The last day to register for all participants
is Thursday, March 12 at www.ngobo-
naire.org.

On Sunday after two days of fun and
bonding through some hard work volun-
teerism, participants will enjoy an ‘invi-
tation only’ closing ceremony. This will
be an evening of surprises and thanks to
everyone involved in making BONDOET
2020 a successful event. Story and photos
by Julie Morgan
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Mystery book series inspired by Bonaire lalk

BonaireTalk is a popular
online discussion group where
people trade information about
the island. For Davin “Dave”
Goodwin, and active partici-
pant on the group, it evolved
into something more.

Goodwin has been coming
to Bonaire with his wife, Les-
lie, since 1999 and has visited
30 times. In the frequent Bo-
naireTalk discussion groups
he developed a following by answering people’s ques-
tions about the island and telling about his visits.

Eventually, Bonaire Talkers began saying, “You
should write a book. ” After giving it some thought,
Goodwin said, “Why not?”

In 2008, Goodwin spent a year writing a “rough,
rough draft” of his first novel, Diver’s Paradise, the first
book in his Roscoe Conklin Bonaire mystery series. It
then sat on the shelf for seven or eight years, before he
started an almost complete re-write in 2017.

Diver’s Paradise follows the adventures of Roscoe
Conklin, a fictitious retired Rockford, Illinois, USA
police officer known as “R.” He takes his pensions and
lifesavings and relocates to Bonaire because the lifestyle
offered him: shorts, sandals and scuba diving.

R buys a mom and pop hotel, Yellow Rock Resort,
hoping to establish himself in the island community.
Things begin to change five years after settling into his
new life on Bonaire. R gets word from a friend on the
Rockford, IL police force, that his former partner and
partner’s wife were found murdered in their home.

Shortly after hearing about the murder, people close
to R mysteriously start dying, here on Bonaire!

This sets the story for a mystery novel filled with
great character development, intrigue and interesting
plot twists that will have the reader asking, “What’s
next?”

Diver’s Paradise is filled with many local referenc-
es, including dive sites, characters, the salt flats, street
names, and Flamingo Airport. Karpata is the location
of one of the mysterious deaths that takes place in the
book.

Readers will recognize that Vinny’s is obviously
Karel’s Beach Bar. Vinny’s owners, Jan and Ruth, are
actually the real life owners of KFC. The Green Iguana
restaurant at Captain John’s Resort, gets its name from
the legendary Green Parrot restaurant at Sand Dollar and
Captain John’s was inspired by Captain Don’s Habitat.

Erika, the office manager at the Yellow Rock Resort,
was based on Erika who worked at Bonaire Dive and
Adventure.

Besides the local references in the book, there are

book in the Roscoe Conklin Bonaire mystery series

many personal ones to Goodwin. Rockford, IL is his
hometown, Conklin is a family name, and Roscoe was
his father. Abby, from Abby’s Seaside Truck Rental,
is Goodwin’s niece. Tiffany Wilcox, who mysterious-
ly “drowns” at Karpata, is the name Goodwin’s wife,
Leslie, used in her single days when guys would hit on
her in a bar.

Goodwin credits BonaireTalk as being the foundation
of how Diver’s Paradise became set on Bonaire.

He says, “If it wasn’t for Jake Richter starting Bo-
naireTalk, none of this might have ever happened.”

Diver’s Paradise is scheduled for release in hardcov-
er and ebook in just a few weeks, April 7th, 2020. It
will be available at Amazon, Barnes & Noble and most
bookshops. Oceanview Publishing is the publisher.
The next book in the Roscoe Conklin series is Paradise
Cove. Story and Photos by Alan Zale

Comfortable banking

Oal Treatment

Picture Yourself with The Reporter
Cascade mountains, Oregon U.S.A.

feet) in elevation. The photo is tak-
en from Mount Bachelor above the
timberline at ~2,100 meters/7,000
feet, where I was snowboarding on
1 May.

We have been spending months in
Bonaire for many years, first owning
a place in Kralendijk before finding
a wonderful home in Belnem. C.C.
& Lynda Wilson

Comfortable banking

Orco Bank is your personal banker in Curacao, Bonaire and St. Martin. Entrust all your banking
needs to us and be sure to receive the most courteous and competent of services available.
With ample experience operating in the international arena, we offer expert advice and the
perfect platform to design a mortgage tailor-made to your needs.

At Orco Bank, it's all about your comfort: knowing that your finances are well taken care of,
S0 you can enjoy a carefree lifestyle!

2019 Winners are: Howard and Kim
Harrison who read The Reporter
from the back of a camel in Dubai.
They will be awarded their prize for
the best Picture Yourself when they
return to Bonaire in April.

Orco Majestic: the ultimate feeling of freedom and comfort

Orco Majestic is our private banking service for select customers only.
No other bank in Curacao, Bonaire or St. Martin will offer you more personal attention or
privileges. We provide a complete package of extraordinary banking products featuring

: - g o Hi Bonaire Reporter,
attractive conditions and lots of extras. Your freedom, comfort and flexibility are our first priority.

Please find attached a photo of
the beautiful Karnaval issue in
Oregon’s Cascade mountains. The
peaks on the left are the Three Sis-
ters, named Faith, Hope, and Char-
ity. All are over 3,00 meters/10,000
feet in elevation. The series of peaks
on the right are called Broken Top,
which is over 2,750 meters (/9,000

WIN A PRIZE! Are you elsewhere?
We’d love to see you in The Report-
er. Hold up the printed cover, or go
digital and pose with The Reporter
on your tablet, computer, or phone.
Please identify everybody in your
photo, and tell us about yourselves.
All 2020 photos are eligible for the
annual prize.

The Bonaire Reporter March. 11 - 25, 2020

Majestic Current Account | Majestic Savings Account | Majestic Mortgage | Majestic Car Loan

The Majestic Lifestyle: you deserve it!

Kaya Grandi #48, Bonaire

Tel: (599) 717-2000 Fax: (599) 717-2035
www.orcobank.com

email: John.soliano@orcobank.com

ORCO
BANK

Your Personal Banker
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The Dutch Caribbean Nature
Alliance (DCNA) received a gift
of € 500,000 from the National
Postcode Lottery March 4.

The Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance
(DCNA) received a gift of € 500,000
from the National Postcode Lottery
March 4. DCNA has also won awards
in recent years, including for their Shark
Conservation Project which was support-
ed by the National Postcode Lottery from
2015 to 2018.

The money will be spent on youth ed-
ucation and information on protecting
coral reefs. In addition, the funds will be
used to further strengthen the capacity of
the cooperating nature organizations on

the six islands: the Aruba National Parks
Foundation, Stinapa Bonaire, Carmabi
Curagao, Saba Conservation Founda-
tion, Stenapa Sint Eustatius and the Sint
Maarten Nature Foundation.

Prevent colds, flu and coronavirus

Wash

Wash your hands for al
leiasl 30 seconds wilh
soap and warm walgr

Cover

Cover your mouth and
nosé when you cough
or gneeze with your
elbow or tissua

Do not touch

Do not touch your oyes
nose or mouthl These are
the areas where a virus
can enter your body.

Avoid

Avoid close contast with
those who are sick. Wash
your hands or use hand
sanitizer afer,

/

Celebrating the Bonaire opening: John Noventa: Manager 5999CARGO NL; Germaine Martina:

managing director; John den Boef; manager 5999CARGO hub Bonaire
Sharelda Janzen: manager 5999CARGO St.Maarten; Raylison Monte: maintenance officer; Frandjeli
Martina: area manager; Grace Winklaar, marketing

5999CARGO, a new solution for
shipping, announced their presence on
Bonaire with a launch party on February
28 at their new location in Tera Cora.
Bonaire was invited to learn about the
company, sign up as a customer and en-
joy a party with music, drinks, snacks
and a cake.

Digicel’s Grace Winklaar assisted as
the MC and entertained the crowd with
some fun games and prizes including a
new phone and Shake to Win coupon
prizes.

5999Cargo is establishing itself as
a leading logistics provider in Aruba,

?i-:-j.l What is coronavirus?
= OPFENBAMR LICHAAL An irternational outbresk of COVID-10 (gleo known dd movel
_ BO NAI RE carondvinust i currertly onpoing. The wines can caude symplams
- 5 suich as & fever, cough, and shoriness of beeach. In a limited
£k e

SE R G A BORG

furmibder of cates it hat led 1o more severs infectioas. sven death

Panama, United States of America, Su-
riname, The Netherlands, and Curagao.
They provide value-added, customized
solutions with a “Shop, Drop & Ship”

experience for small, medium and large-
sized enterprises, multinational compa-
nies and private customers worldwide.

The 5999CARGO headquarters was
established and launched as a US Based
company in April 2017 in Miami, Flor-
ida. The inauguration was immediately
followed with the opening of a destina-
tion hub in Curagao. Due to shipping de-
mand across Latin America and Eu-rope
they expanded to Suriname, the Nether-
lands and now Bonaire and St. Maartin.
They are gearing up to further expand to
Colombia, Jamaica, and Trinidad.

The founder and CEO of the 5999Car-
go Group is Germaine Martina. For free
registration, please visit their portal at
www.5999cargo.com/register. Story &
photo, Julie Morgan

OR SALE

the '9 straatjes’

apartments KAYA VITTE side

;pt. 25 |
apt. 13 apt. :
apt22 | = apt.23
apt.7 apt.8 apt.9 = |
apt. 1 apt.2 apt.3 apt.18 || =—| apt.19
shop 1 shop 2 shop 3 shop 07 shop 08 shop 09 shop 10
= . r = = L

apt. 1,2, 3,7, 8,9: US$ 135,000.-
apt. 13 & 14: US$ 155,000.-

* the shops are not for sale

apt. 16 & 20:
apt. 17, 18, 19, 21, 22 & 23:
apt. 24 & 25:

US$ 179,000.-
US$ 199,000.-
US$ 295,000.-

@ Plasa Reina Juliana 6 info@caribbeanhomesbonaire.com

CariBBEAN HOMES @) +599 717 4686 / +31 85 8880442 & www.caribbeanhomesbonaire.com
The Bonaire Reporter March. 11 - 25, 2020
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Access:bll/ty in
the home

Last year the OLB set up a project, where the elderly
and persons with a disability could get a ramp built from
their doorstep to the entrance-gate of their garden. The
kick-off was in Rincon, where 16 ramps have been built.
This way the inhabitants can get safely to and fro the
wheelchair-bus, as assistance from the drivers begins
and ends at the gate. Easy access on foot, with a walker
or driven in a scooter-mobile. The project is an ongoing
one, because situations changes, people get sick and con-
sequently suffer from chronic diseases. And of course
Rincon is not the only bario on Bonaire.

i

The next urgent project is to get the bathrooms as
accessible as possible, again for this same group of
citizens. Nowadays one can acquire hand-grips, small
portable doorstep-ramps, folding shower-stools and oth-
er gadgets , that make going to the bathroom, taking a
shower, getting dressed and undressed easier and safely.

Most Bonairian homes do not have accessible bath-
rooms. Most bathrooms are very small, have a doorstep
at the entrance and into the shower, the shower is often
very narrow, the toilet is too low, the place for towel
and toilet paper is not in the right position, etc. ... itis
very important to be able to do what you need to do in
a safe matter.

Of course, the team of persons working on this project
have no way of knowing what the patients need. There-
fore it is important to know how to proceed:

The G.P. ( general practitioner or huisarts as we say in

Making Bonaire “Accessible’”

Our wheelchair challenges

Bonaire) is the one that has to write the application for
the occupational-therapist ( ergotherapeut). This occupa-
tional-therapist will come to the house and do an investi-
gation of the house/bathroom and will recommend upon
adaptations according to the handicap and special needs.

These recommendations will be handed to the OLB,
department of Zorg en Samenleving and from there tech-
nicians will be detached to the location to execute the
job.

You may also go to this department yourself, tell here
what you think you need and make your application .

People using a scooter-mobile often have trouble find-
ing a decent and safe spot to charge the battery of the
vehicle. They also can apply for help. Maybe they need
to have a ramp installed, another power-outlet in a safer
place.

This process is executed in straight cooperation with
MIVABO. MIVABO is the organization that coordinates
this project, in cooperation with OLB, so if you have
any questions, are unsure of what to apply for or need
additional information, you can contact MIVABO. One
of the board-members will attend to your application
and guide you through the process, and see to it that you
get what you need

And if you, the readers of The Bonaire Reporter, know
of a person that needs help and assistance in this depart-
ment, you may also tell these persons what to do and
where to attend.

Accessibility in the home is just as important as any-
where else. Maybe even the most important, because that
is where people live. Ria Evers-Dokter

Oellbon offers businesses
their own trash compactor

Melinda Marchena of Selibon and Rodney Winklaar,
Head of Maintenance at Buddy Dive shake on the de-
livery of a press container.

Buddy Dive Resort is the second organization to
purchase a press container from Selibon. This equip-
ment can compress three types of waste: cardboard,
plastic and residual waste. The container is specifi-
cally intended for organizations that produce large
quantities of waste and want it disposed of in an
efficient and hygienic manner.

The first container was implemented at Delfins
Beach Resort in October 2019. Selibon NV says they
are working to make Bonaire more environmentally
friendly and efficient in waste management.

Avocados

Most of us are fond of avocado.
B With its rich taste and all the differ-
ent recipes one can make it is one
.of most wanted fruits in the world.

A young baby can even eat it. Here
on Bonaire we love avocado in our meals and for that
reason many of us try to grow a avocado tree. But we
are disappointed when the young plant dies after awhile,
no matter what we do. Of course It happened with me
too. So I tried to find out why an avocado tree always
fails on Bonaire. I know the answer now and I will share
it with you.

Since avocados have become a worldwide popular
fruit, there are many variants from different countries.
One of the most popular, is the Hass with brown color
thin skin imported from the US.

From the surrounding area, we get the bigger, green
ones with a thick skin. These I know from places where
I have lived like Surinam and St. Eustatius. I had nice
big ones in my yard and when the fruits were ready to
consume it was an avocado party. So I have wondered
for a long time why this fruit doesn’t grow on Bonaire.
Well, put simply it’s the salt in the soil, air and dry soil
with too many stones.

Avocado trees are very sensitive to salt. They cannot
stand it at all. Often you have a young plant in a contain-
er and later you transplant it into the yard. It keeps on
growing for a while and you feel happy, thinking of the
sweet avocados you will enjoy from your tree. But, then
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suddenly the leaves turn
brown, dry up and drop
off and the plant dies.
So what happened? You
don’t understand because
it was doing so well, and
then it dies so suddenly
and fast. It’s the salt the
plant has problems with
and all other things I
mentioned already. But
maybe you are a tough
one and don’t give up
that easy and want to keep on trying. Here is some in-
formation you can follow so maybe one day you’ll be
lucky and have an avocado tree on Bonaire with fruit.

An avocado tree can range from 15 to 30 feet tall, de-
pending on the region it is grown. The tree can thrive for
decades. If you grow your tree from an avocado pit, it
won’t bear fruit until it is at least 10 to 15 years old. But
if you plant it from a nursery or garden center, it should
begin to produce a crop in three to four years.

Avocado trees thrive in well-aerated, loose soil. The
main soil types that encourage lush fruit growth are lime-
stone, sandy loam and decomposed granite. The best PH
range for a successful tree ranges between 6 and 6.5 with
lime and sulfur. Compacted soils will hinder root spread
and stop tree growth. Good soil drainage is very import-
ant for healthy growth and slightly dry conditions are the
best. As said, salt occurring naturally in soils can be a
problem for the plant if in high concentrations. You will
notice the salt issue if you observe that the tree leaves

Garden? jst Do It!

appear sunburned or brown. An avocado tree near the
ocean, where salt concentrations become heightened
from sea air, makes salt control more difficult. And that
is the problem we have on Bonaire with avocado plants.

But there is also another way, the container tree. If you
choose to grow the avocado in a container, the soil should
be a specialized planting mixture designed for avocados
along with some cultivated soil from your garden. The
miniature soil environment can trap moisture that encour-
ages root rot, so coupling the tree with thirsty flowers
below is a smart way to equalize the soil and water ratio.
Transplanting the tree into larger containers as it grows
will help you cultivate the plant into a mature fruiting
tree. Avocados need moist soil, so the surface should
never be allowed to dry out. Water the plant frequently,
but on the other hand, avocado plants can not tolerate
wet feet. Waterlogged soil can lead to plant death. It also
needs plenty of direct sunlight to survive and needs to
be fed once a month. Plants that do not get magnesium
or phosphorous, iron and potassium can suffer. But also
plants can suffer from too much fertilizer and that can
lead to death.

You need to inspect the plant for pest. Spider mites
are a common problem. They’re tiny and barely visible.
These pests damage plant foliage by feeding on content
of leaves. You can use anti-bacterial soaps to help control
spider mites.

Avocado seeds are relatively easy to sprout and it is a
great project for kids to do. Look on the internet how to
sprout the seeds and also for delicious recipes.

And if you still want to try a plant, just do it. Success.
Angliet, Nature lover
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Did You Know? STINAPA is using sensors to measure temperature

and light on the coral reefs?

Corals have a symbiotic relationship with certain types
of algae. This means both benefit from each other’s exis-
tence by helping the other survive. The algae live in the
corals’ tissue and they provide food and give them their
color. The algae that live inside the corals need light for
photosynthesis. This is their way of producing food for
the corals.

But what happens when the algae leave the corals?
This happens when the symbiotic relationship gets
stressed due to increased ocean temperature or pollu-
tion. As you can imagine, this is bad news for the corals!
When the algae leaves the coral, they lose their food
supply and turn pale or white. When the temperature is
high, high solar irradiance contributes to the bleaching
of corals in the shallows. When the temperature rises

Aliki de Zwart installing a sensor at Klein Bonaire location.

In total we have sensors installed at four locations. two at
Klein Bonaire, one at the entrance of the Harbour Village
Marina and one at the entrance of the Plaza Marina. Photos by
Roxanne-Liana Francisca

about 1°C (33.8 F) above the average for a longer time,
it can cause the algae to leave the corals and the corals
will not let the algae back in until the temperature goes
back to normal. The result is that the corals become very
vulnerable and eventually die.

Why does it matter?

Thousands of animals depend on the coral reefs for
their survival, as they provide shelter and protection from
predators. Oh, and not only the animals get protection,
we do too! The reefs are natural barriers that absorb the
force of waves and storms.

What can we do to protect our corals?

STINAPA has started measuring temperature and light
with sensors at some of the spots where there is probably
a lot of stress to the reef. Sensors are also placed in spots
where there’s less stress, so comparisons can be made.
How do we place the sensors?

To place the sensors, we need a rope attached to a
brick to serve as an anchor and an empty PET bottle to
serve as buoy.

The heavy brick sinks slowly with the help of a lift
bag. This bag can be filled with air using a dive regulator.
The brick is placed at a depth of ca. 22 meters in a sandy
place where no coral can get damaged by it. The rope is
attached to the anchor. The sensors are attached to the
rope at the depths of 20(65.6 ft), 12 (39.3 ft) and six me-
ters (19.6 ft) facing up to the surface so all the incoming
sunlight will hit the sensors. The buoy is attached to the
rope around five meters (16.4 ft) under the surface, so
no boats can accidentally hit it. The buoy makes sure the
rope will stay straight and the sensors will stay in the
same position and at the same depth.

What can we do with the information the sensors give?

The information the sensors give can be used to help
us better manage the Bonaire National Marine Park. For

A
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the most part light and
temperature will vary
in the same way; when
there is more light, the
temperature will also
be higher. Conversely
lower light correlates
with lower tempera-
tures.

For instance, when
it’s raining very hard,
a lot of sediment will
come into the ocean
from the run-off, pol-
luting the normally
clear waters of the
park. The sensors will
measure less light,
since the water will
become murkier. This
way it can be shown
that dirt is running into

HOBO sensor (depth 5m) + STI-
NAPA tag to inform divers not to
remove the sensors. The sensors
are installed pointing upward to

catch as much light as possible.
They are also cleaned of algae and
other things that might be growing
on them every week.

the reefs. The govern-
ment can then be in-
formed of where prob-
lem areas with run off
flows are, but also how
intense the run off can be and how long the effects of it
last. We hope that this information can be used to better
guide development on the island to make it as sustainable
as possible.

Written by Aliki de Zwart, STINAPA intern. Connecting
People With Nature.
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Mohley Karina R. Alvarez

Walkathon partlclpants were greeted at Karpata by these great volunteers making pumpkin
pancakes, hotdogs, sandwiches and special drinks. More Walkathon photos on our FB page.

& asics.
= !I VN

UMNDOR ARMOUR
Sportrwear. farhion. rhate and sporting goodr.
Keeping Kaya Grandi cool since 201 5.... That"s Dushi Style!

durhi style
kaya grandi &b
kralendijk bonaire
$99.717.3911 retail@dive-friendrbonaire.com

sportswear
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Digicel is at it again with another great opportunity for you to win big with Shake to
Win! The newest winner is Nohley Karina R. Alvarea originally from Venezuela. Nohley
said she has had some financial hardship and this is a true blessing.

From now through April 16th, Digicel users who top up their phones with as little as
$10 and activate with a three-day data plan in 24 hours receive Double Data and can
play Shake to Win for $1000. The campaign ends on April 16th and the grand draw for
$1000 is on April 17th.

Picture L-R Grace Winklaar, Digicel; winner Nohley Alvarea and Andre McKenzie,
Digicel marketing. Photo Julie Morgan

At Your Service-pg 15.
this issue’s featured advertiser

The Bonaire Reporter needs your
ideas, stories and/or photos to celebrate
April Fool's Day in our March 25 issue.

E'l."EFf‘rTHING

*(} rc- by .I'I,{H:Jr

Send your submissions to:
info@bonairereporter.com or
BonaireReporter2019@ gmail.com

W, alLiving.caom
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What’'s Happening

2020 Cruise Ships acs

Fri. March 13 | Bon Doet Volunteer weekend.

Sat. March 14

Saturday Cultural Dinner Show every last Saturday of the month. Two shows

March 28 at 7:15 and 8:45pm. A collaboration of Dance Sensation Dansschool
Bonaire and the Cuba Compagnie. Proceeds co-finance singing and
dancing lessons for disadvantaged children. Reserve: 717 1822 or email
to cubacompagnie@gmail.com.

Sunday Taste of Bonaire Cultural Edition, 6pm-11pm, Wilhelmina

April 3 Park. Sample local and international food from fine restau-
rants, meet Bonaire’s artisans, buy local souvenirs, enjoy live
music and dancing.

—~Regular events—

“Reef Renewal Bonaire.” A free edu-
cational presentation every Sunday at
6:30pm at Blennies at Buddy Dive. For
questions, email info@reefrenewalbo-
naire.org.

“Sea Turtles of Bonaire” is a free public
presentation about Bonaire’s endangered
sea turtles—topics such as where to see
sea turtles, how they live, what they eat,
how they reproduce and how you can
help! Where: Yellow Sub, Dive Friends
Bonaire (on the front porch) 8:00pm, 2nd
& 4th Wednesdays.

Rooi Lamoenchi Kunuku Park
Tours—$21 (includes tax). Discounts
for residents and local people. Tel. 717-
8489, 540-9800.

Soldachi Tours. See the Real Bonaire
and be transported back in time. Learn
about the history, culture and nature by
Bonaireans from Rincon. Call Maria

Koeks for more information:796-7870,
717-6435.

Nature Organization, STINAPA, has
frequent events— bird watching, sunset
hikes, lectures, etc. Go to their website
for information of events for the rest of
2019: stinapabonaire.org/events, Tel.
717-8444

Bonaire Goat Farm Tour. Monday,
Wednesday & Friday. 9 am. Meet the
goats, see milking, and more. $10 in-
cludes tea. Kids $5. 786-6950.

Echo. See Bonaire’s parrots. Wednesday
at 5pm $10 per person. Public Conser-
vation Tour. No reservation needed. For
optimal birding, book a private tour by
calling 701-1188 or email info@echo-
bonaire.org. We need at least one day’s
notice. Private tours $25/person 2 person
minimum.

—Saturdays—

* Marshe di Playa (Bonaire Duodero)
Every Saturday, 8am-1pm, near Ware-
house Bonaire, locally made and grown
products.

e Marshe di Kunukero (Farmers’ Mar-
ket) At Kriabon the first Saturday of the
Month. Kaminda Jatu Baco #55, next to
Aquamarin School, 8am-12noon.

* Monthly Cultural Event ‘Nos Zjilea’ at
Cultural Park Mangazina di Rei - Ev-
ery last Saturday of the month. See the
calendar above.

* Marshe Rincon Krioyo 1st & last Sat-
urdays. Street market in Rincon, crafts,
local food, sweets, noon—6pm.

* Bonaire Animal Shelter’s Garage Sale
(Pakus di Pruga)—every Saturday, 8am-
Spm. At Kaminda Liberador Simon Bo-
livar, across from Brandaris Café. Tel.
717-4989. Drop cast offs on Saturdays
or at the Shelter on the Lagoen Road
weekdays. 717-4989.

* Food Bank (Stichting voedselbank Bo-
naire) Last Saturday of the month. Do-
nate foods & household items 9:30am-
2pm at Van den Tweel Supermarket.

* Petanque—Jeu de Boules, 2:30-6pm,
Bolascentre GOLDFINCH (next to
baseball centre on Kaminda Sorobon)
786-0150.

——Museums & exhibits——

* Terramar Museum at Terramar Shop-
ping Mall, on the waterfront. Mon-
day-Saturday 9am-6pm. Sunday, closed.
Cruise ship days 9am-6pm, $10, $5 for
residents, children free. Coral Resto-
ration exhibit. 717-0423, 780-4327.

* Museo Bonaire on the waterfront at the
old Kas di Arte, Kaya Kachi Craane #34.
717-8868. Monday-Friday 9am-noon,
2-4pm. Salute to the Sailors exhibit—Free
e Chichi i Tan Museum. Step into the
past in an old Bonairean home and gar-
den. Open Thurs.- Sun.Reserve 717-
3183 or 795-2021 Donations appreciat-
ed. Kaya Melon #4, behind Rose Inn in
Rincon.

* Washington-Slagbaai National Park
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Museum and Visitors’ Center. Open
daily 8 am-5 pm. 788-9015 or 796-5681

e Tanki Maraka Heritage Park and
Open Air Museum. Site of WWII
American soldiers’ camp. Self-guided
tour. After leaving Kralendijk on the
Rincon Road watch for sign to on the
right. Entrance just a short distance. Free
entry.

* Yana’s Fine Art Museum at Lagoen
Hill 19- Call:599 785-5002. Free entry.
Also exhibited at Bon Bida Spa and
Gym.

* Bonaire Museum of National His-
tory Kaya Julio C. van der Ree #7,
open Wednesday through Saturday, and
cruiseship days, 9am—3pm. Free.

DAY & DATE:MM/DD  CRUISESHIP TIME PIER CAPACITY &LINE
Wednesday | 03-11 | Silhouette 0700-1600 [ S.pier [3000 Celebrity
Thursday 03-12 | Freedom of the Seas | 0800-1700 | S.pier | 4900 RCCL

03-12 | Marella Explorer 2 0700-1300 | N.pier | 1924 TUIUK
Tuesday 03-17 | Monarch 0800-1800 | N.pier [2250  Pullmantur

03-17 | Seven Seas Explorer | 0700-1400 | S.pier | 750  Regent
Thursday | 03-19 | Celebrity Summit 0700-1600 | S.pier | 2158  Celebrity

Koningsdam 0800-1800 | S.pier 2650 HAL
Sunday 03-22 | Crown Princess 1200-2000 [ N.pier | 3100  Princess
Cruises

Monday 03-23 | Aida Perla 0700-1800 | S.pier | 3300 Aida Cruises

03-23 | Monarch 0900-1900 [ N.pier [2250  Pullmantur
Tuesday 03-24 | Sirena 0700-1400 | N.pier 684  Oceania

Cruises

03-24 | Mein Schiff 2 0730-1900 | S.pier [2894 TUI
Wednesday | 03-25 | Celebrity Summit 0800-1700 | S.pier |2158 Celebrity
Thursday 03-26 | Freedom of the Seas | 0800-1700 | S.pier | 3634 RCCL
Sunday 03-29 | Hansseatic 1200-2200 | N.pier | 230 HCL
Monday 03-30 | Club Med 0700-1900 [ N.pier [ 386 Club Med
Tuesday 03-31 | Monarch 0800-1800 [ N.pier | 2250 Pullmantur

03-31 gdventure of the 0900-1700 | S.pier [3114 RCCL

eas

——Church services—

The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-Day Saints. Kaya Sabana 26 Sun-
day Services - Papiamentu/Espanol 9am
to 12 noon Add’l Info (599) 701-9522
Dutch/English 1pm to 3pm. Add’1 Info
(599) 701-2892

Protestant Congregation of Bonaire
(VPGB ), Kralendijk, Plaza Wilhelmi-
na; Sunday-10am in Dutch. Rincon,
Kaya C.D. Crestian; Sunday 8:30am in
Papiamentu/Dutch.

Children’s Club Saturday 4:30-6pm in
Kralendijk, (church annex) Marytjin@
gmail.com or Daisycoffie@hotmail.com

International Bible Church. Kaya Pa-
pago 104, Hato, behind Bon Fysio/Bon
Bida Spa & Gym on Kaya Gob.N. De-
brot. Sunday 9am-Worship in English;
10:45am-Sunday school for all ages.
717-8332 or ride bonaireibc@gmail.
com.

Catholic. San Bernardus in Kralendijk.

Services, Sunday at 8am & 7pm in Pa-
piamentu.

Our Lady of Coromoto in Antriol.
Saturday at 6pm in English. Mass in Pa-
piamentu on Sunday at 9am and 6pm.
717-4211.

Assembly of God (Asemblea di Dios).
Kaya Triton (Den Cheffi). In English,
Dutch & Papiamentu on Sunday at
10am. Wednesday- Prayer Meeting at
7:30 pm. 717-2194

Casa de Oracion para todas las na-
ciones. Hanchi Amboina 37 Kralendijk,
Spanish service: every Sunday morning
at9 am.

Prayer Walk at Rooi Lamoenchi every
first Sunday of the Month (or on request)
for all followers of Christ. 4.30pm-7.30
pm.Contact Ellen Cochrane-Herrera
at ellenherreracochrane@yahoo.ca or
phone 717-8489 or +5999-540-9800.
English/Papiamentu/Dutch/Spanish.

—Clubs & meetings—

¢ Bridge club. Meets every Wednesday
to play. Start at 19.30 at Jasmin Garden.
To join: call 7174052 or mail to:tonsail-
ing@gmail.com

* Rotary lunch meetings Wednes-
days,12:15-2 pm - Marriott Courtyard
Hotel, Piet B meeting room. All Rotar-
ians welcome. Call Gregory Obersi 785-
9446.

* 12 Step Meeting Wednesdays at Bo-
naire Basics, Kaya Korona 47. Meeting
starts at 7:15pm. Info: 12stepsbonaire@

gmail.com

* Chess Club meets Wednesday to play
starting at 6 pm at Tera Cora Ranch.

* Lions Club meets every 2nd and 4th
Thursday of the month at 8 pm at Kaya
Sabana #1. All Lions welcome. For more
information call 510-0710.

* Toastmasters Club every two weeks.
For more info. call Crusita de Palm at
786-3827 or Lucia Martinez Beck, at
786-2953.
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WELLNESS

N/

Injuries can leave you with lasting pain and dysfunc-
tion. After an injury, such as a twist/fall, over use, op-
eration, scar, or tattoo, the body is able to heal all of its
structures within three to six months. During this healing
period, the body compensates through the nervous sys-
tem, doing everything it can to help you perform regular
activities. But over time, you still hurt — not from the
healed structures, but because the neurological compen-
sation patterns are causing you pain. Painkillers, rest,
exercises, or muscle massage won’t change the pain,
since these interventions don’t address the cause.

A cutting edge approach to physical therapy (PT) has
arrived on Bonaire. It is called P-DTR. It is set apart
from traditional PT by its focus on neurology; why the
brain creates pain and movement restriction around your
body.

Local physiotherapist, Annemiek Le Noble, owner of
Bonaire Basics, has for some time wanted to explore
a more scientific and effective approach to her tradi-
tional therapy. Over the past year she has been studying
advanced neurological techniques (known as P-DTR,
Proprioceptive-Deep Tissue Reflex) with London based
practitioner, and neuromuscular therapist, Rebecca
Haynes.

Injuries can leave you with lasting pain and
dysfunction. P-DTR eliminates the cause.

by Annemiek Le Noble and Rebecca Hayes

Annemiek is confident that P-DTR uses techniques to
“reboot” the nervous system so that the brain no longer
reacts to “misinformation” by compensating. Diagnos-
tic P-DTR techniques are able to find the causes of the
compensation patterns. Therapeutic P-DTR techniques
change the pattern by showing the nervous system a new
way of functioning. It is by far the most effective method
to deal with long-standing pain, movement issues, and
“unexplained” problems.

Annemiek has invited Rebecca to Bo-
naire for two weeks from March 23rd to
share her experience and offer consultations
for those on Bonaire who are interested in un-
derstanding their symptoms, increasing their
performance and pain relief.

For more information on PDTR or appoint-
ments with Rebecca and Annemiek, please
contact 785-1378 or annemiek.lenoble@
gmail.com.

Annemiek Le Noble has worked as a physical ther-
apist since 1996. She moved to Bonaire in 2003 and
started a successful physiotherapy practice at Bonaire
Basics in 2008.

Annemiek has always educated herself in new devel-
opments in international medicine. Learning about
world-leading neurological techniques to assess why
the nervous system creates pain has fueled her pas-
sion: helping people to be able to do what they enjoy
most, pain free.

Rebecca Haynes, a successful commercial barrister
for several years, underwent a radical career change
to become a highly qualified neuromuscular thera-
pist using functional neurology. She has a rigorous
science-based approach to therapy and is passionate
about anatomy, neurology and biomechanics which
extends to teaching neuromuscular therapy to phys-
iotherapists, osteopaths and movement specialists in
London and around Europe.
www.thebodydetective.co.uk
Tel: 07980 241 505
https://www.facebook.com/twbodydetective/

Ask a Geek:

Remember when...

by Brian Niessen

Remember when you picked up a phone, listened for a
dial tone, put your fingers in the little holes, and pushed
the dial around to the number you wanted. You listened
to the “tikity tikity” as it rotated back to its original po-
sition or, in the new “modern” version, when you pushed
buttons.

You would do that seven times to call someone in your
town, or 10 times to reach someone in the same country,
and you paid quite a bit of money per minute to talk to
them. Heaven forbid you had to call “internationally”.
That was usually a very short call due to the cost. And
it was only in case of a congratulations, good news, bad
news, Mother’s Day or a birthday, etc,.

But it was still pretty simple and magical. The key

being simple...

Nowadays when you ask someone how to call them,
you get this:

Phone is 1-234-567-8910

Whatsapp is +599 555 1212

Skype is “catman”

Telegram is “@bniessen”

Facebook messenger is “bonairegeek”
Google Hangouts is “beachnerd”
Signal is “oldgeek”

MagicJack is 1-443-555-1212

And many others...

So when you actually need to call them, you first email
and ask “Which system should I call you on?” and they
reply “Try Skype, and if that doesn’t work, Telegram,
and if that doesn’t work...”

So you load up Skype, and get the demand, ““You must
update Skype. It will only take five minutes.” Once that
is done, 30 minutes later, you spend the next 20 minutes
trying to connect with “Can you hear me now?” over and

over as you try every program.

When you finally do connect, you forgot what you
wanted to say, or you don’t have time to have the call
anymore.

Now imagine that when you have three or more people
trying to get on a conference call. It’s a miracle that
they can all get on the same call at the same time with
all of the different programs, different versions that don’t
cooperate, or just not being able to connect at all because
their internet isn’t working correctly.

All this technology was supposed to make this easi-
er... NOT!

In case you need to reach me, please go outside, look
up into the sky and scream my name... It’ll work just
as well.

Do you have a question about using computers and
computer technology on Bonaire? Email it to the editor,
and we'll get an answer for you next issue.

BONAIRE SKY PARK

Supermoon ... Happy New Year?

March 9th -15th
The moon is super!

Hey there star gazers! This week we’ve got a super-
moon, also known as the worm moon because it’s almost
spring!

If you go outside this week the moon will look a max of
fourteen percent larger, and about thirty percent brighter.
While you’re out enjoying it, keep in mind that “super-
moon” isn’t actually a scientific term -- it was coined by
astrologer in the 1970s -- the astronomical term, which
is arguably more awesome, is perigee-syzygy. That’s a
good one for crossword fans.
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Perigee means the moon is at its closest orbit, and syz-
ygy is a straight line through three celestial bodies; which
happens at every full and new moon. When these two
events coincide, the moon is both close and bright -- it’s
a super moon.

The best time to check out this perigee-syzygy is right
after moonrise, so get outside, and keep lookin’ up.

March 16 - 22
It’s spring! Happy New Year?

Happy new year star gazers! Confused? This week is
the vernal equinox: spring has sprung!

We call spring, spring because leaves literally spring
forth at this time of year -- as opposed to fall when they
literally fall.

For thousands of years, this week would have seen us
all celebrating the start of a new year and vernal equinox.

It makes sense, spring means rebirth, fertility, new life...
Literally a new year!

But then the Roman empire decided to copy the Egyp-
tian calendar, add a number of days to celebrate Roman
emperors and start a new year on January first. The En-
glish adopted this calendar in 1752. Think about that.
When George Washington was a young British officer
he would celebrate New Year this week, on the first day
of spring! Cool right?

Anyway, Happy New Year everyone, get outside and
enjoy the equal parts day and night, while you keep
lookin’ up!

WWSource: https://www.stargazersonline.org. Hosts:
Trace Dominguez & Ata Sarajedini.
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Shelter News
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and socialize with refreshments and each
other at Red Palm Village

Many thanks to all the walkers, our
great dogs and last but not least Red
Palm Village and Jacqueline Otter for
the coffee, refreshments and wonderful
ambiance. Thank you for allowing the
walkers and dogs to socialize and relax

Pet of the Week: Marco

Paws & Footprints is a new initiative
at Animal Shelter Bonaire. It’s a group of ~ at your beautiful place ...
Shelter volunteers, coordinated by staffer ~ soon!

Sanne Attevelt, who started “walks” at ~ Story: Sanne Attevelt, Jane Disko

the beginning of this year. Every other ~ Photos: Paws & Footprints Members

week, the group takes the dogs out of
their kennels at the Shelter, loads them
into cars, vans and trucks and off they go
for a long, fun-filled walk.

The initial group of six volunteers has
expanded to as many as 18 walkers. The
main goal of Paws & Footprints is to get
the dogs used to walking on a leash in
open spaces and gain trust in human be-
ings and each other. After the walk, the
humans and their furry companions relax

L-R: Sanne Attevelt Amy Weir Travis Sullins " Laurie Smith

DOBEL DATA
ku e karchi di $10

Top Up ku e voucher di $10 i risibi
2x data riba data plan di 3 dia.

o RgY

D
YouTube

see you all

B Jane Madden-Disko

In Search Of Human Servant!

Greetings, my name is Marco. I am
currently searching to fill the position of
my personal lifelong human servant. A
little about myself: not to brag, but I am
a handsome 2 ' year old white cat with
some gorgeous gray tabby patches. I have
been enjoying my current servants here
at the Animal Shelter Bonaire for over a
year now and am ready for a more per-
sonal servant to love me fur-ever.

The human servant must have a sharp
eye to pick the best cardboard boxes for
me to rest and play inside, and must also
be ready to rub my head and accept my
head bumps whenever I request. I love
receiving attention from humans. In fact,
I love it so much that I can get excited
and give my favorite humans harmless
love nibbles. I am not a shy cat and en-
joy meeting my servant’s other human

X '

friends and rolling my big belly around
for everyone to see how majestic [ am.

I love my human servants so much that
I do not wish to share them with other
cats. I don’t mind dogs in my home since,
as a cat, [ view them as servants to my
human servant.

If you think you fit my job description
as my lifelong personal human servant,
and I like you back, then I will fill your
ears and heart full of my loud and loving
purring every day! Please contact my
human secretaries at the Animal Shelter
Bonaire via email at animalshelterbo-
naire@gmail.com or give them a call at
717-4989/701-4989. Or even better, just
stop by for an “interview” with me in the
Cat Palace on Mon-Fri 9am-12pm, and
3-5pm and on Saturdays from 9am-3pm
nonstop. Photos and story by Amy Weir

Bobbeian:%

Buena vista onstics

Certificate of Excellence

“Great food, great value!!l”
Hepbune, New Jeruey USA - Sepd. 3013

“Hopi dushi mes.”

Kralendijl, Bonsing - Mo, 2002

“Heel erg lekker”

Amatendasn, The Metherdands - July 2003

6-10 PM
6-10 PM
12-2 & 6-10 PM

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Perfect service and Quality. Our Passion!

Experienced Staff
Eye Exams on Site
Insurance Accepted
Advanced Equipment
Lens Fabrication

Over 1000 different frames
and sunglasses
Ray Ban, Oakley,
Maui Jim, and more
Mon-Fri 9-12; 2-6

Kaya Grandi 36, Across from Littmans 717-9181
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Drive a few minutes -

Save alot!
Best prices on gear!!

CARIB INN

717-8819
JA Abraham Blvd 46.
Just south of
Divi Flamingo Hotel

& SHEARWATER

Latest Movies Shown Daily

EMPIRE

N EMA
thahmd the MCB bank in Hato)
Details at www.EmpireBonaire.com

Facebook - Empire Cinema
6 Kaya Katwijk  777-1122

BEST CELI ARS

WINE & SPIRITS

Wines & Bubbles

Liquors & Tobacco

Kaya Industrial, Mon.-Sat. 9am-6pm

Denture Prosthetist
Full or Partial Dentures
Repairs, Refines and Soft Liners

Mon-Thurs 9 12/ 2.4pm;Fri - 9am-12pm
E.M. Rijswijk - Denturist
Kaya Dr. J.G.Hernandez near Botica Korona)

fondprothiefische prakfijk
WES N 6| 5 £

A

Speak Papiamentu

$45

lowest
prices
unlimited on
fitness Bonaire

FLAMINGO FITNESS

STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING BONAIRE
Fl Flamingo Fitness Bonaire

[ 2 enny Lane f‘tu’ Ang /{ }

e 'I"hrthlun Rﬂ\n!ulmn"?
Kaya Grandi #23-G First Floor b
Shopping Hours:
Tuesday to Friday 10:30 10 5:30,
Saturday 17:00 to 3:00
Affordable name brands

Upmarket consignment

info@crossfitflamingobonaire

AR\
"
Next Cleanup Sunday,

February 9th, at Piedra Pretu
4-6 pm

CLEAN CDAST

0O N A |

this space available

STDRING EVERYTHING UNDER THE SUN

Call 700-1753
www.bonaireselfstorage.com
info@ bonaireselfstorage.com

I.'mnlug Protection Lea
BDPLF@hotmail.com/T85-2

YOoga

__ \ QSEHSJDHE

Eden Beach Resort
Mon. 8am & 5.30pm; Tue. Wed. Thu. 8am
Fri. & Sat. 8.30am; Private class on request

Elisabetta +599 7807362 betta@web.de
www.elisabettamaccari.com

NEED SEWING?

full service company
for your marine &
residential needs

CUSTOM MADE
cushions and covers
roofs and shades

kite and sail repair
repairs and alterations

and much more...
7809124 /7825755
located at kaya Rotterdam 22

Ei www.phishphaktory.com

Your business
here.

Only $22 an
issue for 3
months.

l=land time

vacation rentals bonaire

+599 700 1660

info@islandtimebonaire.com
www.islandtimebonaire.com
H www.facebook.com/islandtimerentals

e

Easy, Affordable, Fast

Shop on-line & we will ship to you

https://lwww.getezone.com

Surie:

DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT?

KAYAKING * CAVING * CLIMBING * RAPPELLING
ABSEILEN + ISLAND TOURS * BIRDWATCHING

+(599) 785-6272
hansoutdoor@hotmail.com
www.outdoorbonaire.com

Your business
here.

Only $22 an
issue for 3
months.

Frequent Daily Flights

Between Bonaire, Curacao & Aruba
Divi Divi Air

Reservations

24 hours a day

Call (+5999 839-1515)

Or (+5999 563-1913)

Now Non-stop to AUA

The Bonaire Reporter March. 11

- 25,2020

Local Arts and Crafts - Souvenins

Haﬂdade One of a Kind ltems
Unique and Locally Made

palntings, drawings, photography, jewelry,
cards, clothing and so moch more...

Located at Hato roundabout
next bo Between 2 buns
Maon.-Fri. 9to 5/ Sat. 10 to 4 / Sun. Closed

599-785-6029 3/31
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.. Tras di Montana 33,
Colombia

Highlights:

= 3 bedrooms [ 2 bathrooms

air conditioning in bedrooms

parate guest house
: ace

sustainable and self reliant on electricity
= garden with natural plants and

trees
= long lease land (registered 2-G-41 / 2-G-92)
= total ground area: 11,840 / 1.100 sqg.ft./m2
= total living area: 2,260 / 210 sq.ft /m2

Asking price
US$ 284,500 Buyers cost

s =l &

Kaya Grandi 41, Kralendijk 76560 in nbelthonaire.com
Bonaire, Dutch Caribbean nbeltbonaire.com

!22“ ROCARGO
{ Logistics Services, B.V.

Kaya Industria #12, PO Box 20, Kralendijk, Bonaire, C.N.

Phones (599) 717 8922 / (599) 717 8033

WEB- www. Rocargo.com Email: info@rocargo.com
Office HoursT 07:30-12:00 13:30-17:0

From the USA | From Europe

AMCAR FREIGHT, INC.

Amear Freight, Inc.

== The ONLY company
L ITT offering direct weekly
- consolidation services Intemational Freight (Car) BV
— ——— = =mmuad | from Miami, USA )
Offering solid, reliable and efficient service in Aruba, Curacao to Bonaire The ONLY company offering
and Bonaire since 1982. www.amcarfreight.com direct weekly consolidation
-Shipping Agents, Cruise and Yacht Agents. Amcar Freight services from Europe/Holland
- Cargo Handling: incoming and outgoing moving by air or by sea. 12600 NW 25 Street _ to Bonaire
- International Freight Forwarders: regular service from U.S.A., Suite 107 www.ifc-consolidators.nl
Europe, Puerto Rico, Venezuela and Curacao.- All types of Cargo and Miami. FI 33182 Jupiterweg 1A (Ecopark)
Projects. Movements handled.- Customs Clearance.- Stevedoring.- Tel (E“:I,"_,':l 500-8866 4761 RW Moerdijk, Holland
Inland Transportation- Air Courier Services-- Bonded Warehouse. Fm; (305) 5992808 Tel 31-(0) 168-40-94 94

Fax 31-{0) 168-40 94 70
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