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I i'ireworks on Bonaire were spec-
tacular this year. How spectacular?
Think of the Grand Finale of a normal fire-

works show... then extend it for 45 min-
utes. Based on that 2016 should be a great
year.

»Dutch Minister of Home Affairs and
Kingdom Relations, Ronald Plasterk,
will await the Bonaire Government’s
course of action following the recent Ref-
erendum. Plasterk stated in a brief reaction
on Saturday that he had taken note of the
Referendum results. “It is now first up to
the Island Council and the Executive Coun-
cil to determine which direction they want
to go,” he said.

About 60% of Bonaire’s eligible voters
turned out to vote. Of those voting more
than 65% indicated that they were dissatis-
fied with the direct ties with the Nether-
lands in the Referendum.

Bonaire’s current government advised
voting “no.” The “Watermelon Coalition”
Government thinks the Referendum result
has provided sufficient weight to restart
negotiations with The Hague to give a dif-
ferent content to the ties with the Nether-
lands.

» THE HAGUE—Family doctors in
Bonaire, St. Eustatius and Saba will start
an extensive four-year training program
next year in order to qualify with Dutch/
European requirements. Dutch Minister
of Public Health, Wellbeing and Sports,
Edith Schippers, announced this in a letter
that contained an update on health care in
the Caribbean Netherlands. According to
the Minister, the primary care has insuffi-
ciently developed in the process to improve
the overall health care system on the three
islands since these became Dutch public
entities in October 2010. The training pro-
gram will improve the primary care on the

islands.
This will
ultimately
reduce the
cost of sec- |
ondary care
and the
number of
medical
referrals,
mostly to a
hospital
abroad.

A law went into effect on January 1,
2015, which dictates that family doctors
(general practitioners), dentists, obstetri-
cians/ midwives and pharmacists have to
comply with Dutch/European training re-
quirements by 2020.

The expenses, which amount to 300,000
euros per year, will be funded by the Dutch
Ministry of Public Health, Wellbeing and
Sports- VWS. Training programs for den-
tists and obstetricians/midwives may fol-
low.

» Well-known Curacao personality
Rudy Dovale (94) has published his
memoirs under the title, An Odyssey of
Oddysseys. The first son of Charles Isaac
Dovale of Langeslraat, Otrobanda and
Josefita Cannela Palm of Penstraat, Pieten-
naai, was born in Brooklyn, New York,
where he went to school. He served in the
US military as well. Since his return to the
island of Curacao he has been involved in
many different noteworthy activities that
helped make up the story of his life. Three
of his children reside in Bonaire.

P Next year a government-backed
mortgage guarantee program will be
introduced for Bonaire. Commissioner
Benito Dirksz reported this after meeting
with officials of the Dutch Home Affairs
and Kingdom Relations Ministry about
improving the local housing market. The
goal is to have guarantees in place during
the first half of 2016. An exact start date
will be set next month. Lower income
homeowners will benefit most.

P Why are the people of Bonaire upset
with the services of Curoil when it comes
to cooking gas supplies? Despite prom-
ises to improve the delivery of ordered and
paid 100 Ib gas tanks, in the vast majority
of cases it takes more than a month to get
one. A quarter of the gas customers use 20
Ib tanks and most had to visit Curoil at least
three times before a filled tank could be
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obtained. Curoil has not kept its promise to
have a filling station on Bonaire and it will
be some time before a facility can be built.

P The National Ombudsman has upheld

| the complaint by the Union di Konsumidd

Boneiru (Unkobon) that closing the cash
registers of the Tax Office on Bonaire
was improper. Unkobon stood up for the
interests of the group of persons with low
incomes who do not have (easy) access to
the Internet and / or a bank account.

The Ombudsman considers that the tax
authorities have not sufficiently taken into
account the interests of these groups in the
decision to abolish the cashier function as a
whole. There was no reasonable alternative
offered. Closing all cash registers without
providing an alternative to paying online
was therefore improper.

» FORT-DE-FRANCE, Martinique--
Martinique has become the latest Caribbean
island to report the Zika virus, according
to the Pan American Health Organization
(PAHO). In the last edition we reported
that the Zinka virus was in the Caribbean,
but not on Bonaire. The virus was not
thought to cause serious problems for those
who get infected. But last week health au-
thorities in Brazil reported that it might be
harmful to unborn children. Brazilian
health authorities say that they believe it
may be the cause of thousands of infants
being born with damaged brains.

» THE HAGUE--When BES islanders
complain that they feel Dutch people are
swamping their islands they are partially
right. More than 3,400 persons moved
from the Netherlands to Bonaire, St. Eusta-
tius and Saba in the past five years. An
additional 400 people migrated from other
countries, mainly Latin America, the US
and Canada. The current population of the
BES islands is around 21,000 according to
the Central Bureau of Statistics . Bonaire’s
population is around 17,500.

The BES islands are especially popular
among European Dutch persons in the age
bracket 20 to 30. There was also a rela-
tively large number of persons in their 40s
who’ve moved to the islands.

P The Bonaire International Airport
(BIA), Fundashon BonAeroClub and
Stichting Falki Aviation Bonaire have
made additional arrangements about recrea-
tional flying on the island that should assist
(Continued on page 3)
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(Flotsam and Jetsam Continued from page 2)

in the development of General Aviation
on Bonaire.

P The Ministry of Social Affairs and
Employment has just released the figures
for minimum wage and pension benefits
for the BES Islands in 2016. For Bon-
aire the minimum wage for workers
over 21 years old is $4.70/hour. (The US
Federal Minimum Wage is $7.50 an hour
but in some states it approaches $15). The
top Bonaire monthly pension is $586,
no change from last year. For an occu-
pationally disabled worker the payment is
$156 every two weeks. In Saba and Statia
the rates are 3.5% and 5.6% higher re-
spectively.
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P TRINIDAD - Youth Under-14 Bar-
racudas Aquatics Water Polo Club
went to Trinidad for their first water
polo tournament the weekend of De-
cember20-21. The Barracudas finished
in fourth place out of six other teams
including several teams from Trinidad
and a team from Barbados. The Barracu-
das are a new team playing together for
only six months. The team consists of

boys and girls between 12 and 17 years
who train twice a week in the sea. The
team consists of the following members,
Hayte Haakma, Brandon Begina,
Rowan Beenakkers, Nikolai and Knut
Pedersen, Aljantha Emerenciana, Yoa
and Jamiro Tree, Chaz Sweers, Ne-
hemyah Maingot, Yair Hormechea and
Sergio Villamizar.

P Bonaire is getting a take-out deliv-
ery service. According to their Face-
book page, beginning January 8, Dinner
In a Box Bonaire will deliver your
choice of dinner to your home . The
current list of participating restaurants
includes Between 2 Buns, Exito,
Julian's, La Cantina, Maiky Snack, Pasa
Bon Pizza and Rumba Cafe with more
additions coming soon. Fee for delivery
starts at $2.50. Their website and phone
number launches January 4
www.dinnerinaboxbonaire.com, 786-
3886. Their slogan: “Cravings Made

Possible.

P Dive Friends has grown from a single
dive shop to five dive shops and four
retail locations under Company Direc-
tor Jan Kloos and General Manager
Pascal de Meyer. This week they will be
stepping down from those posts to be
replaced by Peter Muijselaar, who is a co
-founder/co-owner, and Carolyn
Caporusso, the present Assistant General
Manager respectively. Pascal will con-
tinue to work with Dive Friends Bonaire
on a part time basis .

No doubt Dive Friends will continue its
Top Ratings under their guidance.

Bellafonte 102

Rescue underway, a shark is clearly visible in the water nearby.  CG photo

P The Dutch Caribbean Coast Guard on Friday evening received word that
the Venezulean fruit boat Dofla Mathilda, a frequent sight on Bonaire’s water-
front, was swamped by a wave and sank while motoring from Bonaire to
Aruba, reportedly with a cargo of liquor.

The mobile drilling platform, Pacific Meltem, located some five miles southwest of
Aruba, reported that it had taken on a shipwrecked person, while three others were
hanging on to its anchor chain and a fourth was on a buoy behind the vessel. The
latter was hoisted out of the sea by the already airborne Coast Guard helicopter that
was directed to the area. He was then urgently flown to Aruba as he had been badly
bitten by a shark, but died upon arrival. Meanwhile, the Coast Guard cutter, Panter,
also arrived on the scene and rescued the other three victims still in the water, all
tired and with minor bodily injuries. The one on the drillship was picked up later.
Apparently, there had been seven people, all Venezuelan, on the boat that sank after
being hit from the back by a huge wave. It happened so quickly, that two crewmen
apparently never managed to get out and went down with the vessel. ® G.D./L.D./
Bula Bonchi
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On The Island Since... 2006 - ct Earl Hardy

was born in Toronto,

(4 CI
Canada, and grew up in
downtown Toronto where I still
have an apartment. The first con-
cert I ever went to was Bob Dylan
and the Band in 1974.

When I was about 22 I played in
a big surf punk band called
‘Fleshtones,’ playing punk, rock,
and rockabilly- very fast, all origi-
nal. I was just the bass player and
one of the songwriters. We did
well. I guess we got lucky as we
got management and a record
contract. We didn’t make a lot of
money but we travelled. Five
guys in a van, a motel room every
second night...aaahhh! I guess in
the 1980s we were lucky. The
whole movement was the punk,
the new wave scene — fast Rock
& Roll. The scene was very good,
an independent scene for new
music. We played bars and small
colleges that were receptive to the
new music and they paid well and
they fed you, which is good when
you live on $8 a day! It was fun; I
knew lots of people, lots of girls
and I got to see the country. We
played from Vancouver in the
west to Halifax in the east. Can-
ada is a very large country, lots of
miles.

In 1992 the band was ending. |
kind of walked away from it for a
while — I was fed up — but I al-
ways kept on playing my acoustic
guitar and I was still writing lyr-
ics — words. I have a fascination
for Bob Dylan. I kept on hoping
to do it again and do it myself —
not just be a bass player.

At 17 Id started working for
the Canadian Post as a mailman
and I did that for 30 years. It’s a
good job when you’re in a band
because you finish early, then you
can sleep all day and play all
night. When the band went on the
road I would take time off. I did-
n’t get rich with it, but it was a
steady paycheck and I could eat
and play guitars, and while I was
walking and delivering mail I
would hear lyrics and songs in my
head and take notes all the time,
hoping that one day...

In my early 30s my girlfriend at
the time got involved in diving
and wanted me to join her. I did-
n’t know a thing about diving; I
liked the water and to swim but
I’d never thought of going under.
On a vacation we met a dive crew
in the Turks and Caicos and |

Page 4

guess when you see people mak-
ing a living in the sunshine you
are like “...How do you do this?’
The answer is to become a dive
instructor! My girlfriend kind of
pushed me and then I became
obsessive like I was with my mu-
sic. I went through open water
rescue, dive master and then in-
structor in Toronto. We used to
go shipwreck diving in the St.
Lawrence Seaway in Ontario - all
wrecks, fresh water and cold.

Before I was working as a dive
instructor we would go to Aruba
every two months — it was cheap
then — and we used to dive with
Pelican Divers. They told us,
“You guys should come here and
work, but you have to be an in-
structor.” I waited and dreamed
and became a dive master and an
instructor. Then we were hired
and moved to Aruba, carrying two

plane I’d come with. My girl-
friend followed with the cats and
my guitar and then we were on
the lookout for work.

This leads me to Bonaire. The
dive manager in Aruba was Au-
gusto Montbrun, who had come
to Bonaire to work at Buddy
Dive. Through friends he con-
tacted me and asked me to come

to Bonaire. Again I came with my |

girlfriend, two cats and my guitar.

Compared to Aruba, which is
very American, I found Bonaire
very Dutch. I worked for eight
and a half years at Buddy Dive- a
lot of fun, a great crew. I have
very fond memories of that time,
especially of the camaraderie.

Next to the diving I always
played and wrote music. I hooked
up with Douwe, one of the own-
ers of Mona Lisa Restaurant, who
plays lead guitar and with Dr.
Dick van der Vaart, drums and
Steve Thuell, singer and I played
bass with ‘The Stingrays.” They
had started way before me and I
just joined. But, I always wanted
to play original music and I guess
they didn’t want to play my mu-
sic. The last two years [ was
working at Buddy Dive I got
more serious. I was going home
to Toronto two, three times a year
and the more I was going, the
more [ wanted to put a band to-
gether and do all my stuff and

- sl
i

Scott and guitar on the waterfront

“l found out very soon that we are the
only continent that speaks one lan-
guage — all the other people we met
spoke at least three. So, that makes

you realize you’re not that big...

black kitty cats and my acoustic
guitar. No snow, just sun — a big
change.

It was an eye opener. Working
with people from all different
kinds of cultures I found out very
soon that we are the only conti-
nent that speaks one language. All
the other people we met spoke at
least three. So, that makes you
realize you’re not that big...

After a year and a half my mom
got very sick. I flew to Toronto to
see her and she’d been waiting for
me. Shortly after, she passed. In
the meantime Pelican Divers was
sold to Unique Sports on Aruba
and somehow they were pretty
slow with the paperwork and I
became illegal, but I didn’t know
it. So when I flew back to Aruba I
was detained at the airport and put
in a room without any handles
inside and they charged me with
immigration violation — a five-
year ban from Aruba — so that
was the end of that job. I flew
back to Toronto on the same

make me the lead singer — do my
songs, my project. I couldn’t do
that here, and as Steve Miller
says, ‘Never play in a band that
doesn’t have your name on it!’
So, nothing against Bonaire, but I
had to go to North America to
take a chance.

It was very scary because all of
a sudden I had to do it for real —
all my songs, my writing. And
every time I went to Toronto, I
went to put the pieces together.
The guys I am playing with — I
was very lucky to get them — pro-
ducer/guitar player John
Dinsmore, who owns the re-
cording studio Lincoln County
Social in Toronto - he liked my
songs and he wanted to produce
and play them and his friend, our
drummer, Mark Cesper, joined us
and the three of us are ‘S Earl
Hardy and Guns for Hire.” Our
first CD, ‘More songs about Girls
and Drugs,’ had a very catchy
title but we meant it ironically.
Our new CD, released in October,

is called ‘More Inane Observa-
tions,” which basically means
more nonsense, more songs about
nothing. Both CDs are available
for free download at
www.bandcamp.com under S Earl
Hardy. Right now we’re not sell-
ing; we’re giving it away for pro-
motion. Now we have to get radio
airplay in North America. We’re
concentrating on recording and
playing them on the radio and
we’re getting there. Basically
nothing gets done until I write it.
This time I control everything. I
own my publishing which is the
songs — never give them away!
My music is very dark, punk ga-
rage blues, very guitar oriented,
but I would say basic Rock &
Roll. Rock & Roll to me is the
Rolling Stones and Chuck Berry.
Maybe I’m dating myself, but
they are still doing it!

I spend a lot of time in Austin,
Texas, the music capital of the
Southwest, a great little town
where [ write and do some play-

ing and where I’m hustling the
CDs — networking.

Now I am on Bonaire for three
months and I’ll leave the end of
February with eight new songs.
I’m just sitting around, playing
guitar and writing. As an original
artist what you face is that people
have no comparison to it, so in
many cases they don’t know if
they like it until someone tells
them. You’re fighting an uphill
battle with original music and it
can be daunting. I’m selling my
music — [ am selling me and it
may not be everybody’s taste but
it doesn’t suck and it is original!

I’ve lived here for so long and I
still have my friends here, but
going back and forth has turned
me in an observer. I’m not so
much involved anymore. [ would
like to spend more time here be-
cause I miss the closeness of the
friends here because in North
America you keep everything at
arm’s length. A city attitude is
very impersonal and you can’t
compare it to the small-town
charm of Bonaire. I'm still a resi-
dent and I don’t want to give that
up because it still feels like com-
ing home - and I don’t get that
anywhere
else..” W
Sory &

photos by
Greta Koois-
tra
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and publish it through social media, trip
advisor, and we know this will some-
how hurt the island's tourism.

I don't know how your newspaper can
help, but right know we are all feeling
so frustrated, I just need this to be
known

Adriana V Gonzalez

Plestii (&
Kunstseas

TOURISTS’ REVENGE

Dear Editor:

Hello, I am writing to you looking for
help. We came to the island for our
Christmas break and rented a house in
Santa Barbara. Sunday night we left to
go to church and when coming back we
notice many lights were on inside the
house. As we entered the house we real-
ized it had been burglarized. They en-
tered and stole laptops, mobile phones,
tablets, cameras, money, sunglasses, DS
game console, even Christmas presents
with no resale value.

GETTING THE WORD ON RECYCLING

Dear Editor:

I didn't know who to contact about this
so I’m sending you a note. [ am a repeat
visitor to Bonaire and only saw on my
way to the airport that there is now a
recycling facility near the Warehouse
supermarket.

The fact that this now exists should be
better publicized on Bonaire. A lot of
visitors (myself included) would utilize
the recycling facility instead of assum-
ing nothing beyond glass is recyclable.

Pete Ollendorf

The police were called, and they told
us honestly that they are never able to
catch the thieves or recover the stolen
articles.

We are three families who live in dif-
ferent countries, and as you may imag-
ine, we will tell our story to everyone

Picture Yourself With The Reporter
Diamond Head Crater, Honolulu, Hawaii

hile going through

some old photos, fre-
quent Bonaire visitors, 40 trips
and counting, and regular Bon-
aire Reporter contributors, 13
appearances in the Picture Your-
self feature, Joan and Alan Zale
found a photo of themselves on
the top of Diamond Head State
Monument in Honolulu, Hawaii
that they had never submitted. ;
Diamond Head Crater is believed
to have been formed about
150,000 years ago by a single
volcanic eruption. In the early
1900s it served as a military ob-
servation post with its panoramic
views of the Pacific Ocean and
Waikiki, which can be seen be-
hind Joan and Alan. Today it is a
popular tourist attraction and hik-
ing trail where you climb 560 feet
from the crater floor to the top of
the rim, covering a little less than
a mile. Naturally, when Joan and §
Alan made it to the top, they had
their favorite traveling compan- )
ion with them, The Bonaire Reporter. Joan and Alan own a condo at Sand Dollar
and have been coming to Bonaire for more than 20 years. B

WIN A PRIZE
Take a photo of yourself with a copy of The Bonaire Reporter. Email it to re-
porter (@bonairenews.com to be entered in our annual contest for the best picture.
Be sure to include something about the place where it was taken and yourself. Each
year there is a new prize. Last year it was a fabulous dinner for two . B

!22] ROCARGO

Services N.V.
Kaya Industria 12, PO Box 20, Kralendijk, Bonaire, C.N.

Phones (599) 717 8922 / (599) 717 8033
WEB- www. Rocargo.com Email: info@rocargo.com

Office Hours: 07:30-12:00 13:30-17:00

Offering solid, reliable and efficient service in Aruba, Curacao
and Bonaire since 1982.
-Shipping Agents, Cruise and Yacht Agents.
- Cargo Handling: incoming and outgoing moving by air or by sea.

- International Freight Forwarders: regular service from U.S.A.,
Europe, Puerto Rico, Venezuela and Curacao.- All types of Cargo and
Projects. Movements handled.- Customs Clearance.- Stevedoring.-
Inland Transportation- Air Courier Services-- Bonded Warehouse.

- Storage Warehouse Rental.

From the USA
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From Europe

AMCAR FREIGHT, INC.

Amcar Freight, Inc.

The ONLY company
offering direct weekly

consolidation services
from Miami, USA

to Bonaire

/

International Freight (Car) BV

The ONLY company offering
direct weekly consolidation
services from Europe/Holland

www.amcarfreight.com to Bonaire

Amcar Freight www.ifc-consolidators.nl
12600 NW 25 Street )
Suite 107 Jupiterweg 1A.(_Ecopark)
Miami, Fl 33182 4761 RW Moerdijk, Holland

Tel 31-(0) 168-40-94 94
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Reflections on Dushi Bonaire

A HOSPI-TALE

Health is not vaued until sickness comes.
— Thomas Fuller

And when sickness does come, folks
on Bonaire have quickly come to
appreciate the island's rapidly expanding
and improving medical system. Both my
husband and I — at separate times — have
been confronted by health challenges of late,
giving us first-hand experience with what
these new and renewed facilities now have
to offer.

First up was Bob. He came down with a
severe case of Ciguatera, occasioned by the
consumption of a toxic fillet of reef fish.
Arriving home one day in late June, I found
my hubby seriously gasping for breath while
merely attempting to climb the stairs to our
bedroom. He looked ghostly pale and yel-
lowish around the gills. His lack of oxygen
wasn't caused by unhealthy habits, such as
smoking or no regular exercise (although he
does enjoy a robust vino now and again
with yours truly). Blood tests, performed by
BonLab’s effective and affable phleboto-
mists made it official. He was suffering
acute anemia following an internal bleed
from the toxic fish encounter.

On stem orders from our primary care
physicians at Centro Medico, I delivered the
hub safe and sound, and on time, at the
Emergency Room. Thanks to my hair-

for all involved. But as Bob’s barber in-

cial care unit, hubby was prodded and poked

formed him when he first came to the island  for vital signs. Sleep was not much of an

years ago, “Here we don’t really speak very

option in order to keep m amore from eter-

-

W b

Bob aboard the Air Ambulance

good Dutch, worse English, poor Spanish,
and not even decent Papiamentu. But we
communicate very well.” And so it proved
to be once again.

In the special care unit of the hospital,
multi-lingual nurses immediately hooked up
Bob to receive blood transfusions, ordered

raising driving abilities, I conquered some of by our Dutch intemist. The poor internist

Bonaire's man-sized potholes, approaching
warp speed, en route to San Francisco Hos-
pital, located in “downtown” Playa
(Kralendijk), currently housing in-patient
rooms with some 60 beds, and with still
more rooms and facilities now under con-
struction. Part of the umbrella organization
Fundashon Mariadal (FM), the hospital
holds the ER, an outpatient clinic, a special
care unit, a pharmacy and a recompression
chamber for injured divers. It’s also home to
the island’s geriatric care facility. Doctors
have been trained in the Netherlands, the
US, South America, or on other Caribbean
islands and most rotate every three months.
Hospital staff members speak at least two
languages, including but not limited to
Papiamentu, Spanish, Dutch, and/or English.
When communicating with the nurses, the
language spoken among us was an admix-
ture of Dunglish (Dutch and English) and/or
Papianish (Papiamentu and Spanish), some-
times all in one sentence. Conversations
with any hospital worker were entertaining

Bonaire’s
Recycling
Center
For plastic, glass,
metal, oil, paper, card-

board, electronics,
batteries, oil, etc...

Open Weekdays:
0800—1600
Saturdays:
0900-1600

Info Call- Tel. 717-8159

didn't know at first how to address me, so
Bob helped him out a bit, said I was his
“granddaughter” — which he believed. We
all laughed, including aids and nurses sur-
rounding my ailing grandpa, I mean hus-
band. It felt wonderful to be embraced by
such good-humored people. Their warmth
and caring efficiency certainly contributed
to my husband's rather speedy recovery and
to my reassurance that he was in good
hands.

Visiting hours for family are flexible; I
was allowed to stay after hours in my hub's
chamber and even took a nap on the
neighboring and comfortable bed. I was
almost misidentified as a patient Too bad
my real identity was discovered, since
breakfast, lunch, and dinner were timely
served and looked better than the grub I
usually serve up at home. Once he asked for
a local delicacy, kabritu (goat stew) and
that's what he got. Unfortunately, the dish
wasn't accompanied by a glass of red for his
loyal wife. During the long night at the spe-

Pasa Wegio am
: s i
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Kaya Industria #20, next to Warehouse Supermarket
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nal rest.

In the morning he was flown on a special
med-evac plane to Aruba for more testing.
Again we were both amazed at the sensitive
care and skills of all personnel. Even though
my hubby was drawn and exhausted, and I
was extremely worried, he was clearly in
very competent hands, both during the trip
and during efficiently arranged tests in the
coordinating Aruba Hospital. With appropri-
ate follow up and proper meds, my hub
ended up fully mended in a matter of a few
weeks.

While my husband was by now hopping
around again, happy as a clam, I noticed a
fast-growing and truly grotesque eruption on
my left pinky. This ugly thing caused my
husband nightmares but luckily made him
do the dishes more quickly when threatened
with my wild viees (“wild flesh” in Dutch).
That’s the technical definition, according to
my internist. For me, it was “this thing of
evil” (Stephen King's description his dog,
Molly). She prescribed, among other things,
silver nitrate, no wine (what?), and no sports
(grrrr). And if any or all of that wouldn't
take care of the monster, a trip to the sur-
geon would cure it.

A visit to the surgeon's receptionist left me
frustrated. I’d have to wait five weeks for an
appointment with the much-needed man!
While the “thing of evil” was growing by

NETTETCH
AFFORDABLE

+ Domain Registrations
+ E-mail Hosting

+ Anti-Spam & Anti-Virus
+ Web Site Design

+ Web Site Hosting

+ Marketing Consulting

+ Internet Consulting

+ Photographic Services
+ Graphic Design

NetTech N.V.
info@nettechnv.com
www.nettechnv.com
Tel: 717-6773
Fax: 717-7854

The author ready for surgery

- the minute (nothing could stop it!), the

thought of a malignant tumor was overtak-

— ing my mind. And so it happened that the
" receptionist caught me sprinting into the

bamboozled surgeon's chambers a few min-
utes later. I received my diagnosis, not ma-
lignant, and a surgery date — next week.

- The receptionist, however, seized me by the

collar and berated me, with a slight smile,
for such blatant behavior. She was right. But
then again, cancer scares me silly.

It took the blessed surgeon almost an hour
to remove that “thing,” but it left me, again,
full of admiration for this medical outfit. It
is so well organized and coordinated, inter-
nally as well as with regard to their patients.
The staff is extremely capable, communica-
tive, compassionate, competent and conviv-
ial - the five big Cs (and no Cancer for me)!

Also, these medical adventures for both
Bob and me, including surgery, procedures,
meds, checkups, retests, etc. didn't cost us a
thing, beyond the variety of tax levies we
routinely turn over to the Belasti ngdienst
(Tax Office).

The Dalai Lama, when asked what sur-
prised him most about humanity, answered
"Man. Because he sacrifices his health in
orde to meke noney. Then he sacrifices
noney to recuperate his health.” Except on
Bonaire, where we enjoy a government-
insured, single- payer hospital and medical
care system.H

Sory & photos
by Karen Bastiaen-
sen-Gilmour

Pasa Bon Pizza
& Bar
780-1111

Waler Franl
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Not Just Great Pizzas!
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Tennis On

TENNIS CHAMPIONS 2015

Ithough the court situa-

tion on Bonaire is far
from ideal, the tennis players and
coaches still find a way to play
and teach their favorite sport.
Within the last year and a half,
eight courts (!) got shut down,
leaving the players with few
options but to play on two courts
that are not maintained. It is
really a shame because Bonaire
has always been known as a
strong tennis island with many
Antillean Champions over the
years. Lately, some of the strong-
est Bonaire Junior players like
Monica Winkel, Asdrubal Mar-
cano and Kaile Finies have
reached levels to be accepted into
College Tennis in the US, giving
some of them partial or full
scholarships to earn a Master
degree while playing at the high-
est University level in the US.
More Bonaire Juniors could
reach that level without having to
leave the island at a young age if
decent public courts would be
available. OLB is working hard
to get funds to build a new Ten-
nis Center but in the meantime
tennis has to continue for the
islanders.

Tennisschool Sport Bonaire
for example, since 1995 the most
active tennis organization on
Bonaire, driven away from the
Harbour Village Tennis Center
mid 2013 due to closure by the
hotel, has found temporary new
homes at Eddy’s in Hato for
tournament level players and also

Winners: Sablne Engel, Prawphan W|Iden Vlncent Rommy,

Pam Teitel and Elisabeth Vos

on a multifunctional court in
Tera Cora for all beginners and
intermediates. Tennisschool
Sport Bonaire tennis classes and
activities continue as much nor-
mal as possible and last week the
players had a chance to compete
for the year-end Masters:

The Eddy’s Team Tennis Com-
petition 2015 had the following
finals:

Men Doubles: Neil v Wilgen /
Nigel Paul — Vincent Rommy
62;61

Ladies Doubles: Prawphan
Wilden/Sabine Engel — Pam
Teitel/Elisabeth Vos w.o.

Mixed Doubles: Prawphan
Wilden/Vincent Rommy — Zila
Bernabela/Aldrish Isenia 64;61

The Bonaire Youth Ranking
2015 had the following results:

RED Ball: Benjamin Djamin
(1st place), Jad Dabboussi (2nd
place), Jaedon Paul(3rd place)
and Jurnym Wedervoort (4th
place).

GREEN Ball: Dejean Francees
(1st place), Swen v Slooten (2nd
place), Timothy Richards (3rd
place), Neo Eijkelkamp (4th
place).

New classes for youth and
adults and competitions Single

£
83
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on and Doubles will start in January

2016. Registration open now @,
sportbonaire@gmail.com, Elisa-
beth Vos 795-5225 (whatsapp).

The Bonaire Tennis Federation
launched a pilot project “Tenis di
Bario 2015’ in November .

For six weeks, volunteers of the
federation practiced and played
tennis with the children of the
Centro di Barios of Antriol and
Noord Salina. In total 66 children
got introduced to the sport of ten-
nis. Materials like balls and rackets
were made available through a
donation from the International
Tennis Federation ITF. Participa-
tion and enthusiasm of the children
and leaders was great. Diplomas
were awarded to all children. The
Championship trophy was pre-

TrecaiLy EARLY
ARTICLE

@ BILLBOARDS ... - SONS ot

BUSINESS
B RAN D COMPANIES INCLUDING.

Tenisdi Barrio kidswith
Elizabeth Vos

sented to Team Antriol on a recent
Saturday.

In Tera Cora, where the Centro
di Bario has been closed for a
while now, tennis coach Elisabeth
Vos has worked with a small group
of neighborhood children to also
give them a chance to be exposed
to tennis. This group obviously still
has a long way to go due to the
lack of leaders for afternoon pro-
grams in their neighborhood, but
the children are trying and with
guidance they may succeed. This
group also played their finals on
that Saturday.

The Bonaire Tennis federation is
urgently looking for more volun-
teers Please contact coordinator
Elisabeth Vos for more informa-
tion; sportbonaire@gmail.com or
795-5225, or visit the Facebook
page Bonaire Tennis Federation.l

Pressrelease/G.D.
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§ Your Business Crying For More Effective Advertising?

« Advertising clutter is not a problem on the pages of
The Bonaire Reporter because of the modern layout and
criteria for advertisers. There is no cheap-looking adver-

tising on the front page to distract.

« The Reporter is in English— The language of bargains
and business (just check ads in other media).

« Because of its ethical policies and neutral politics read-

be tailored to any budget.

Decide on The Bonaire Reporter. Here's why:

ers trust and more readily believe the Bonaire Reporter
advertising.

« We’ll even build your ad for free. Your advertising can

« The twice monthly Bonaire Reporter schedule gives ad-

vertisers the opportunity for multiple exposures at an eco-

nomical price. On Line and In Print!

To start advertising call Laura at 786-6518 Email: Laura@bonairenews.com
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Mas

Maskarada is one of the most cul-
tural, authentic, original and
fascinating traditions on Bonaire.

Every New Year the group of silent,
mysterious, masked people starts at ei-
ther at the Bestuurcollege (government
house) or the governor’s home to dance,
to tease the onlookers and perform little
skits—the same every year. This year
they were at the Bestuurcollege Later
the group moves on to other sites like the
hospital, the old folks home and then to
the homes of people in the barrios. It is
said that good luck will come to those
who invite them into their homes. They 25 s \ \ ; -
make another appearance after Three The naughty buriku and his rider Shon Bubu and the band that leads the Maskarada
Kings Day (Epiphany, January 6, 2016). —
been rejuvenated—the actors, the glisten-
ing costumes and the sparkling props, the Nawati/North Salinja group for keeping  Story by Laura DeSalvo , photos G.D.
enthusiastic musicians. Everyone smiled beloved tradition alive. ®
as the cast : BT

] i performed
Maskarada has been going on in living  },4ir skits —

memory of even the oldest person on hooking the
Bonaire, it is said, except for when it shark which
might have been rained out, and then on goes into
New Years 2012 when the group, the death throes,
costumes and props all became worn out o matador
and didn’t appear. Maskarada is impor- facing the
tant because on Bonaire is the only island bull, and of
of the Dutch Caribbean where this

They arrive silently, following a group
of musicians— an accordion, a tambu
(drum), a raspa (file) and a quarto (large
ukulele), and the skits and dancing begin.

! Joball W course the
unique custom exists in this form. dancing with
But last year and this, thanks to the the audience.
energy of the North Salina volunteers Congratula-

Acting governor Evelina Betancourt Anthony gets a hug
froma“king.”

organization, Maskarada is back. All has  ,n< to the

Buena Vista:
Optlies

Experienced Staff

=T @?17 7800 ___t_,_,./

Eye Exams on site = .

Advanced Equipment
Lens Fabrication @
g ISU2U

Ray Ban, Oakley,

Lacoste, Chanel CHEVVROLET SUZUKI

Kaya Grandi 32B, down a bit in the alley in
between Best Pearls and Gio’s Ice Parlor

Phone: 717-9181

Certificate of Excellence

“Great food, g

reat value!!!”

Meptune. Mew Jersey USA - Sep. 2013

“Hopi dushi mes.”
Hralerdiji, fanaiee - Mow, 3013
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Amsterdam, The Matlerlands - buly 3013

AUTOCITY B.V. Kaya Finlandia © Tel 717-7800

N e aaT Email: bonaire@autocity-bv.com Fax 717-5254
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WEEKENDS ONLY...
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CELEBRATION OF PLAYA PABOU X y i
MARITIME HERITAGE

o

undashon Patrimonio Maritimo

Boneiru (Bonaire Maritime Heri-
tage Foundation) is celebrating the rich
nautical heritage of Playa Pabou in a Sa-
lute to the Sailors, Saturday January 15th™
at approximately 7pm as part of the Bon-
aire Fishing Tournament ceremonies held
at It Rains Fishes restaurant.

The foundation is currently restoring the
last of the sailing cargo boat, Stormvogel,
which was built on Playa Pabou 65 years
ago.

Ty A -
A young volunteer with Johnny Craane

awarded Certificates of Achievement and
Stormvogel ‘Restoration Crew” T-shirts.

Join the festivities and show your sup-
port for the sailors of Playa Pabou and
Project Sormvogel. You can also pur-
chase Stormvogel products (T-shirts,
stickers, beer koozies) or adopt a rib for
$50. The rib will have your name in gold
and be installed as part of the permanent
frame. All proceeds go directly toward
the old ship’s restoration.

Head of the restoration, Johnny Craane
will be recognizing the following:

Youth Volunteers. During 2015, over
50 people worked on the restoration of
Sormvogel. Many of these were young
people from Project Stormvogel’s Junior
Shipwright program, made possible with
the financial support of the Prins
Bernhard Cultuurfonds Caribisch Gebied.
Four students from SGB school who
completed the 10-hour program will be

PARTIES, MUSIC &
FUN EACH NIGHT!

INTERNATIONAL FISH TOURNAMENT
Catch and Release Billfish Tournament.

LOCAL FISHING TOURNAMENT
Boats of all sizes, fish of all types and fishermen
of all sorts are welcome!

BUDGET
MARINE

N,

Visit www.bonairefishingtournaments.com
for more information.

o

117 R

Kaya Meerlandia #21 , Kralendijk, Bonaire
Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8:00am - 5:00pm Sat 2:00am - 12:00pm
Telephone; +599-717-3710

(—"
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' Navegant Boatyard-home of Stormvo-
gel’ srestoration.

Adult volunteers. Five people will also
be recognized for their countless hours on
the project. They are, Uz Everts, Bruce
Davis, Bob Craane, chainsaw guru Jim
Madden and Lele Davidsson, owner of

l;.ll!' MAJISTEIT BIE ORI
: e i S L

¢ AR ImIRALE AR LN
DRBE VAN OEANJE-NASSAL

The Craane Family. Etche Craane was
the shipwright who crafted Stormvogel
under the shade of a tamarind tree that still
stands in front of the Club Nautico Apart-
ments on Kaya Playa Lechi. His ancestors
will receive a historic photo of the old
boat builder. B Press release

Ismael Soliano. Ismael was skipper of
Sormvogel during a period of four years
in the early 1950s. He is currently re- i
storing his sloop, Etienne, one of the last
of the classic sailing fishing boats made
on Bonaire still sailing.

A\ ]
p From
6/57 ane E o,
ANEW WAY TOSHOP, RECYCLE, CONSIGN ¥

ow and until andméﬁr

BUY a toy and help fund the
FKBO!

Funulashion luido pa Bista § Ofde the Toundation for sight and hearing,

P\ -
Melissa & Douag, o

Classic Toys s

o

Shop Penny Lane & Give Back

2

- T * *

Penny Lane will donate part of the sales price to FKBO

L

Penny Lane is on the second floor of La Terraza, downtown Kralendijk
Kaya Grandi #23-G, Second Floor —Across from Gio’s Ice Cream,

Shopping Hours: Tues: 10am to 5:30; Weds & Thurs: 10:30 to 5:30
Friday: 10am to 5:30 Saturday: 11am to 3:00pm Closed — Sun. and Mon.
Phone 599-795-9332 email- Pennylanebonaire@hotmail.com
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® Direkt -A Brilliant New InitiativeOn Bonaire

Snce August 2015 thereisa
new organization working on
Bonaire: P-Direkt. The organi-
zation is unknown to most resi-
dents of Bonaire. That makes
sense because although it’s
located in Bonaire, it works for
civil servantsin the Nether-
lands. It's a special situation
and a special project that can
inspire entrepreneurs.

WHAT IS P-DIRECT?
THE INSIDE STORY

-Direkt is an automated

self-service human re-
sources system where Dutch
central government civil ser-
vants can control job-related
personal affairs themselves
using a self-service computer
application. For example, holi-
day applications, file claims,
resignations, etc. are all possi-
ble in the P-Direkt system.
Some claims are more compli-
cated than others and not eve-
ryone is comfortable with the
system yet. Therefore, there is
a help desk that can be called
when problems arise.

Until recently, employees
could call or email the help
desk only during office hours
although there was a need to
increase the accessibility into
the evening hours. This open-
ing outside-of-office-hours
operation is, however, expen-
sive and complicated, associ-
ated with overtime premiums,
benefits and scheduling.

So there was an idea to do
this job on Bonaire. The bril-
liant idea was to use the time
difference on Bonaire where
it’s five or six hours later than
the Netherlands. People could
work here during the daytime
and answer questions from the
Netherlands that came up dur-
ing the evening hours there.
The fact that Dutch is not a
foreign language on Bonaire
creates a unique opportunity to
start a call/contact center here.

Ed Smit, head of the con-
tact center in the Netherlands
and Deputy Director P-
Direkt (part of the Ministry of
the Interior and Kingdom Rela-
tions) came up with the idea a
few years ago

Independently located P-
Direkt offices were already
established in The Hague and
Zwolle doing the same work
and they can take over any-
thing from each other. A center
on Bonaire could start with the
same principles and with the
same amenities. The RCN
could help to create the facili-
ties as they already have the

necessary experience and have
already set up their own or-
ganization.

What does the project look
like now?

The idea was the first step.
The next step was putting it
into practice. It was well
thought out and amply dis-
cussed with the people who
already had the necessary ex-
perience on Bonaire. The pro-
ject was set up in phases. The
ultimate aim of the project is
to ensure that within a period
of two years the knowledge
and skills needed to work in
the call/contact center will be
anchored on Bonaire and
done by Bonairean employ-
ees.

That means investment in
people; first, by guiding them
in the workplace. On Bonaire
every employee has a buddy
from the Netherlands. Second,
by providing training of one
and a half years for contact
center employees at MBO 3
level via the SGB (high
school). Bonaire's employees
go three days a week to school
and work two days in the cen-
ter.

In the Netherlands, team
leaders and staff were selected
to go for a period of three or
six months to Bonaire. These
people are selected not only for
their experience, but especially
for their patience, being able to
explain the system which they
use, their adaptability and re-
spect for others.

The team leader, Sandra
Engel, made sure that every-
thing was ready for the first
team of employees, ensuring
the recruitment of Bonairean
employees. It was successful
because 230 people responded,
57 people came for an inter-
view, and 16 were eventually
hired.

After a brief introduction
about working in another cul-
ture, the Dutch employees
started mid-August of this year.

By September 1 the Bonairean
employees joined.

What do the employees
think about the project?

I spoke with Lucy Bertinus
and Jeaneliz Goeloe
(employees recruited on Bon-
aire) and Jacintha Valpoort
and Annelies Zijlstra
(temporary employees from the
Netherlands who remain a half
year).

The staff members are unani-
mously happy with their work
here and how it is set up. Much
can be learned from each other
and everyone is very moti-
vated. What Jeaneliz and Lucy
really like it that everyone
helps each other, is approach-
able, and that there is good
communication. Jacintha and
Annelies agree that there are so
many possible questions about
the P-Direkt system that you
cannot know everything. “We
often know who is good at
what topics and we give the
incoming request to the person
who knows the most about it.
This way of working creates an
environment where you can
easily ask questions.”

What surprised Lucy was the
fact that nobody works with
paper. When she came into the
office she wondered where all
the papers were.

Jacintha and Annelies had to
adjust to the fact that they must
concentrate on passing on
knowledge rather than answer-
ing all the questions them-
selves. In the beginning they
were tired after a day's work
but felt they had not done any-
thing! They noticed that in
comparison with the Nether-
lands there is less stress here.
In the Netherlands they work
with 60 people where there are
many questions still to be an-
swered. Here it is still rela-
tively quiet as not everyone
knows the office is open during
the evening hours. The em-
ployees here have to think as
they greet their customers. Al-

though it is noon here you have
to say “good evening.”
Jacintha and Annelies are
very pleased with their decision
to work on Bonaire. They see a
different society and experi-
ence where one can be happy
with little. They live in a small
studio with few possessions
and see that the materialism
that’s normal in the Nether-

% lands or things you take for

granted may not exist here.
Not everyone has Internet ac-
cess at home for example.

When their Bonairean col-
leagues were told they could
put people on hold when there
were too many calls, they said:
"You should not do that, be-
cause then they hang up on you
because their prepaid cell
phone credit will be used up."
In the Netherlands, almost eve-
ryone has a telephone subscrip-
tion or can call from work. The
idea of prepaid credit does not
play a role there.

Jacintha and Annelies are
confident that the pilot will
succeed and that it might also
be a good opportunity for
other organizations to set up
call centers here.

The absence of family is one
of the difficult things for the
Dutch employees. It is also
difficult when something hap-
pens in the Netherlands. "My
neighbor, for example, died,”
one said, “and I could not be at
the funeral. That's hard; you
feel the distance. As colleagues
we are pretty much close to
each other, not only at work,
but also at ‘home.” We each
have a small studio next to
each other. We are not only
colleagues but also neighbors.
It is cozy, but we do make sure
not to do everything together
and let each other free.”

Lucy and Jeaneliz say that
working with the Dutch lan-
guage is fine, but that proverbs
and sayings sometimes cause
confusion. "The fox to the ba-
con" was taken literally by
some employees. They won-
dered how to get that done!
They appreciate the open at-
mosphere at work. They often
have to explain who they actu-
ally work for. The Dutch offi-
cials are literally far from the
reality on the island. The man-
ner in which we cooperate is,
according to Lucy and Jeaneliz,
typically Dutch, a very direct
approach towards each other.
But as long as the intention is
positive they appreciate that.

The school program fits well
with the work. The combina-
tion of work and training is
intense. They are sometimes

P-Direkt
Ministry of the Interior and
Kingdom Relations

busy, even on weekends. Both
find it unfortunate that their
Dutch colleagues will be re-
placed after six months.
“Anyway, in the end you have
to find your own way of work-
ing and let your buddy go. We
have fun with each other, espe-
cially on Friday afternoons we
often play tricks on each
other,” they say. “One col-
league made a phony phone
call to another and asked the
strangest questions about P-
Direkt. It was quite comical to
see that the fellow who an-
swered the phone did not no-
tice it at all and was doing his
utmost to give answers! Our
team leader also participated in
such a joke and that's very nice.
She is open and honest. Too
bad she's leaving. We feel at
home here at work, because
there is openness: if we do not
know about habits and cos-
tumes we simply ask another:
How do you do that?”

The team leader and boss
from the Netherlands, Ed Smit,
is head of the contact center P-
Direkt in the Netherlands and
the founder of the project on
Bonaire. He arrived here just
before Christmas and thinks it
is a good idea to raise aware-
ness about the project.

The initial seed for the pro-
ject was planted several years
ago when his Director General
reported that he wanted more
evening opening hours for al-
ready established service cen-
ters. Then he came into contact
with people from the RCN,
then the idea came up to open a
new branch on Bonaire. Bon-
aire was chosen because there
was already a good infrastruc-
ture which had been set by the
RCN. “This was indeed true.
The RCN has set up everything
here, but also the SGB took
care of good, accredited train-
ing. Furthermore, the expecta-
tion was to find enough people
who would be interested in a
job at the call center. We espe-
cially want to attract people
who are really settled here and
who will stay. Several people
warned, ‘Keeps in mind that
many people will drop out,
especially if you start with a
small class. After a few months
there's only half of them.’
Well, we are now nearly six
months down the road and no
one has dropped out. Everyone
is very motivated and working

(Continued on page 11)
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P Direct (Continued from page 10)

The whole team outside and inside the office at the former SVB (Health Insurance) building in Playa.

hard to get along. I am convinced that
this will be a success and hope it gets
copied. I think that more call center
openings are possible from other gov-
ernment agencies or from industry.”

Client contacts are a very important
service. For the future Ed thinks that
expansion to a team of 30 people is real-
istic. In this way Bonaire has a team
that can compete with Zwolle and Den
Haag.

Team Leader Sandra Engel remem-
bers that Ed talked with her about the
plans on Bonaire and then said, "I see

you doing it." That got her thinking
about it and how that would be, al-
though she was not a globetrotter. Her
husband also immediately said yes to
the idea. The seed was planted.

She immediately applied and heard
that she would be the first team leader
to travel to Bonaire. A real adventure
began in which she has discovered new
talents within herself. It soon became
clear that in order to get things done she
had to do more than just send an email.
Personal contact is essential in Bonaire
and basically she thinks this is also very
nice.

She was now herself an immigrant
and that required the necessary adjust-
ments. The initial phase was to work
hard to get everything done.

In the contacts with applicants Sandra
has learned a lot about life on Bonaire.
The enthusiasm of the people and the
good preparation for the interviews was
impressive. She was sometimes aston-
ished about the different way of living,
for example, the number of people liv-
ing in one house together.

The work goes very well and at this
time Sandra has decided that local em-

ployees are in control. They now decide
what they need from their Dutch col-
leagues. Bonaire has stolen her heart.
The work that she can do here has a
totally different dimension. Although
she has been through difficult times,
working here has been hugely enrich-
ing and she has been jumping into it
heart and soul. It
will be hard to get
used to the Nether-
lands again when
she returns there. B
Sory & photos by
Justine Verschuur

HARBOURTOWN
REAL ESTATE

Bonaire's Leading Real Estate Company

I LI

TR AR R
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UNPARALLELED LUXURY - BLUE WATER RESIDENCE

e UNIQUE OCEANFRONT LOCATION e SANDY BEACH AND PIER « TOP FLOOR ¢« UNMATCHED VIEW OF
THE OCEAN AND TOWN BOULEVARD e VERY LARGE LIVINGROOM AND TERRACE e
e 2 BEDROOMS - 2.5 BATHROOMS « PRIVATE PARKING AND STORAGE IN GARAGE e POOL »

ASKING PRICES FROM $ 1,150,000
Kaya L.D. Gerharts 20 e 717-5539
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Ready for double data

& mega discount?— —

Sign up for a
Hybrid or Postpaid plan
NOW!

= Receive double data during the full period of your contract
= Enjoy up to 100% discount on the latest LTE devices

Smart ’ . o
- - Plﬂn HYbrld % Smart P““Paid
T ——— . 120 plan
b e R
= o At 255 /6GBd
10 credit — <D . ata
Upto21 Mb/s &8 tfaot? ;”nf;
/s
Free Kla to K|35

250 p/month=*x

Special conditions apply. Offer Is valid until 2015.

235 p/month**

#
Bundel| minutes count for national 3

* nd internatj
No connection fee, Fre national calls.

e SIM card.

4F | The Ultrafast LTE Network!

mobile
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To WEB
customers
who in 2015
had to deal
with a ONE-
OFF EX-
TREMELY
HIGH WA-
TER BILL:

nkobon, the Bonaire Consumers

Union, asks your cooperation in
an investigation to identify which cus-
tomers of WEB in 2015 (or possibly in
the previous year) had to deal with a
water bill which was much higher than
the usual bill. They are looking for
situations where no obvious cause can
be found for the high use of water.

If you had this problem, please send

an email to:
secretariaat@consumentenbonaire.com

with the subject WATER. In the email
please mention the customer data
(name, address, customer number) ap-
pearing on the bill of WEB, and the
booking month in which the single high
usage is calculated.

Following an October 13 post on
Unkobon’s Facebook page about a wa-
ter bill which was much higher than his
normal account the Consumers Union
asked WEB to investigate. However,
WEB did not get far because they said
they were unable to find the customers
with a single high use because the WEB
Customer Tracking System is severely
outdated. Since there are few formal
complaints, it is also not possible to
find them with the WEB complaints
records.

Therefore, WEB asked Unkobon to
gather the data and provide it to WEB.
B Pressconference

Wlecimialn Elke Uishap

ust about every month there is a mountain bike event on Bonalre And in

December the Foundation Xtreme Sports Bonaire organizers had to deal
with an accident for the first time in the history of the fun races. Experienced cy-
clist Brad Swanson was hit and ended up in the bushes. Fortunately, there were
plenty of cyclists who helped him and put him in a passing car to the hospital. He
had some cuts glued and scrapes cleaned. Brad himself does not know how it hap-
pened. But the after party continues—see photoA\ . M Pressrelease

Steve (Steven David) Littman the founder of Littman Jew-
elers passed away on December 28, 2015 following a long
illness. He was born on October 3, 1944. He leaves behind
this wife, Esther, three sons and six grandchildren. He was a
business icon on Bonaire for over 40 years. He will be
missed by many. A funeral ceremony took place on Sunday,
January 3"

€ € The Dutch sailing ship Eendracht (Unity), the largest Dutch three-

masted schooner, was tied up at the Town Pier for a few days It offers ex-
tended sailing trips including an Atlantic crossing for everyone, especially
young people and students. It was en-route to Aruba and then on to Cuba.
Cost is around $1400 for the voyage.

Spectacular setting for lunch and dinner
Try torch-lit dining on the beach

Bonaire's most
enchanting location !

The Harbour Village seaside La Balandra restaurant is open for

Lunch & Dinner 7 days a week—Cxall for a reservation 717-7500

Looking for the best mortgage deal?

T hink of Harbour Village for your special events, weddings, engagement
parties & corporate events. Meeting rooms and catering available.

For special arrangements and quotes, please call or
email labalandra@harbourvillage.com

Harbour Village Beach Club

Phone # 717-7500
Kaya Gobernador N. Debrot 71
Bonaire, Dutch Caribbean

"I‘al(e your time e "plnre... Afterwards visit and Ehallanue Us!
‘We il 'ffnryuu Iha hast murtgane::'_an taalurad to your| nueds
'tu reahz& 'your dream house!

For more information visit us at Kaya Grandi # 48,
or call one of our personal banking professionals
at telephaone: +599 7172000,

ORCO
_BANIK

Your Personal Banker

infogdorcohank.com wwworcohank.com
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Bonaire Reporter Classifieds— Really Work!

Got something

Non-Business Classified Ads (up to 4 lines/ 20+ words) are

still FREE for

Commercial Ads only $0. 77 per word, for each two-week issue. Call 786-6518 or 786-6125 or email
info@bonairereporter.com

to buy or sell?

2 insertions.

> i
%‘?ﬂf/‘f
F s

Your best decision of 2016
Stop Smoking the easy way with
Acupuncture or laser acupuncture
START IMPROVING YOUR HEALTH NOW!

Fysiotherapie en Acupunctuur

Bonaire-Sun Rise/Set, Moon Phase and Tides

=
Smifing Buddha Yoga Studio

VINYASA FLOW, HATHA YOGA,
MEDITATION, PRIVATE LESSONS

Located at Plaza Resort

info +599 700 5779

FB: SMILING BUDDHA YOGA STUDIO
smilingbuddhayogabonaire@gmail.com

For Quality

LUNCH TO GO
Starting from $5 per meal.
Call CHINA NOBO

Rincon
tel. 796-6166
j 717-8981.
Web site:

www.chinanobobonaire.com

House and Office
Cleaning and
Maintenance ..

CALL JRA

Serving Bonaire for more than 20 years
Honest, Reliable, Efficient, Thorough,

Low rates, References. One time or many.

Phone 785-9041 ... and relax.

?urn OR
ONAIRE

DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT!

KAYAKING * CAVING * CLIMBING * RAPPELLING
ABSEILEN * ISLAND TOURS * BIRDWATCHING ‘

+(599) 785-6272
hansoutdoor@hotmail.com
www.outdoorbonaire.com

“Retiring” to Bonaire?

Want a hobby that keeps you in
touch with what happens, meet the
people who count and have a fulfill-
ing time?
Help run The Bonaire Reporter
Email reporter@bonairereporter.com
or Phone + 599 786-6518 if qualified
and seriously interested.

MISCELLANEOUS

Buy a great ship and a successful
business: The 39 m-long steel sail-
ing vessel Insulinde located in Cura-
cao is for sale. Fitted with 9 two-
person cabins, including a couple of
honeymoon suites. The ship is most
comfortable and very well main-
tained to the highest safety standards.
About 30 to 80 passengers currently
make day trips, wedding and private
parties. The ship is currently certi-
fied with the Dutch Shipping Inspec-
tion for a maximum of 80 passengers.
Last successful survey 26 November
2015 - all documents are currently
valid. Price is negotiable as owner is
interested in quick sale. Asking
$450,000 (£ 301,548) Contact and
info- +5999-560-1340,
www.insulinde.com or email
sail@insulinde.com, sailingshipinsu-
linde@gmail.com. Tell Captain
Phil The Bonaire Reporter sent you.

Day | High | Low | High | Low | High | Sunrisel Sunset |
02:12 09:02 17:14 20:30
Mon 04 -0.02ft 0.85f 0.12ft 0.23ft 6:57 18:23
02:28 09:32 18:13 21:27
Tue 05 0.00ft 0.90ft 0.06ft 0.16ft 6:57 18:24
02:41 10:04 19:10 22:37
Wed 06 0.02ft 094f 0.00ft 0.10ft 6:58 18:24
02:52 10:39 20:04
Thu 07 0.04ft 0.97ft -0.05ft 6:58 18:25
00:09 02:55 11:17 20:50
Frio8 0.06ft 0.05ft 0.99ft -0.10ft 6:58 18:25
11:59 21:30 New
Sat09 0.99ft -0.14ft Moon 6:59 18:26
12:44 22:04
Sun10 098ft -0.17ft 6:59 18:27
13:32 22:34
Mon 11 0.94f -0.19ft 6:59 18:27
04:51 07:23 14:23 23:03
Tue12 0.26ft 025ft 0.88ft -0.21ft 6:59 18:28
05:08 09:28 15:17 23:32
Wed 13 0.37f 0.28ft 0.79ft -0.22ft 7:00 18:28
05:38 11:09 16:14
Thu14 051ft 0.26f 0.70ft 7:00 18:29
00:03 06:13 12:36 17:12
Fri 15 -0.22ft 0.65ft 0.20ft 0.59ft 7:00 18:29
First 00:35 06:52 13:53 18:12
Sat16 Quarter -0.22ft 0.80ft 0.12ft 0.47ft 7:00 18:30
01:09 07:33 15:03 19:13
Sun 17 -0.20ft 0.92ft 0.03ft 0.37ft 7:00 18:30
01:44 08:17 16:09 20:16
Mon 18 -0.18ft 1.02ft -0.04ft 0.27ft 7:00 18:31

REAL ESTATE/RENTALS/ ETC... Small studio for rent now. With roof

terrace, 2 minutes walking from Bachelors
Beach. Completely furnished including

For RENT in Belnem: Nice 2-

bedroom apartment fully furnished.
Garden and private parking. Good loca-
tion in quiet and safe area walking dis-
tance to sea. Long term $800.00 per
month. Free wireless internet + Cable TV.
2 months Deposit requested. No pets.

water, electricity, wifi, TV price $325 per
month. 2 months deposit. Year contract.
No cats, no dogs, one person only. Ad-
dress Kaya Uranus 4b Belnem. Therese-
bonaire@gmail.com mobile phone 00
599 785-9900 home phone 00 599 717-

16 Flights a day

between Bonaire
and Curacao

Divi Divi Air
Reservations

24 hours a day

Call (+5999 839-1515)
or (5999 563-1913)
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 DIVI DIVI

Available per February.
Call 796-5530.

2698

Retail or office rentals available
January, Established store to draw traf-
fic, busy road with parking 75m? and
150m*. Kaya Neerlandia #21. Call
Budget Marine at 717-3710

Te huur: Leuk gemeubileerd 2-
slaapkamer appartement in Belnem.
Kleine tuin met eigen parkeerplaats.

Gelegen in een rustige en veilige om-
geving op loopafstand van zee. Lange
termijn $800.00 per maand. Gratis wire-
less internet + kabel TV. 2 mnd. De-
posito. Geen huisdieren. Beschikbaar per
Februari.

Want to Buy or Sell Something?

Do it with an ad in
The Reporter Classified

Personal ads FREE

Telefoon 796-5530 Business ads CHEAP

Who's Who on The Bonaire Reporter

Celebrating 21+ years of continuous publishing

Take The Reporter Home—1-year subscription: By mail to US $75; By mail to
Europe $170. By Internet, Free (asking a $35 Internet donation.) For information about
subscriptions, stories or advertising in The Bonaire Reporter, PO Box 407, Bonaire,
Dutch Caribbean; phone (599) 786-6518, 786-6125, E-mail: info@bonairereporter.com

The Bonaire Reporter, George DeSalvo (G.D.), Publisher;

Laura DeSalvo (L.D.), Editor
Address: P. O. Box 407, Bonaire, Dutch Caribbean. Also available on-line on
Facebook” and at: www.bonairereporter.com Published every two weeks

Reporters in this issue: James Albury, Angliet Baidjoe, Karen Bastiaensen-Gilmour,
Bula Bonchi, Patrick Holian, Greta Kooistra, Nathalie Peterson, Dean Regas, Michael
Thiessen, Justine Verschuur. Unattributed photos are by the editor or publisher.

Distribution: Marlene & Co. (Playa), Yuchi Molina (Rincon), Divi-Divi Airline, Ava
Rose Wuyts (mailing)

Housekeeping: JRA. Printed by: DeStad Drukkerij, Curagao

© 2016 The Bonaire Reporter
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New Years Eve Bonaire Tradition

n and just before New Year's

Eve there are traditions and ritu-
als on Bonaire and in the Caribbean to
end the year. It’s nice to know more
about these traditions from the past
which make the culture of Bonaire and

surrounding areas so interesting.
House Preparation
It starts with the last days of the old
year when people clean their houses,
inside and out, as well as their gardens.
If possible they paint the house too to

traditional beginning of the evening of
New Years Eve to chase bad spirits
away and to welcome the good ones.
People used to take a bath with it, mix-
ing it with hot cooked water in a tub.
The cooked water should be from the
cistern, rain water or holy water from
the church. Then different herbs and
flowers are added. The choice of the
flowers (type, fragrance) and the choice
of the perfumes have special meanings
for the person’s personal needs. The
colors of the flowers have a very special
role in this. Also, depending on the
needs and wishes, some drops of certain
perfumes or Florida water (a kind of
fragrant water used for more than two
centuries in rituals against bad spirits)
can be added. A white candle also burns
in the bathroom so that one can pray for
strength for the new year. A hollowed
out half kalbas (calabash) is used with
the Awa Dushi for the ritual bath to
clean the body and mind from all nega-
tive things and bad energies. The water
has to go from the head down. After that
one has to put on new clothes. It was

T

main door. Anyone who -
wants to enter the room b
has to jump over the coal #
pot, to be free from bad
spirits and enter as a
clean person into the
room.

The traditional use of
incense in the house and
jumping over the burning
coal pot with incense
(which is a mix of seven
types of incense) could
also be in the middle of
the living room. At mid-
night every member of
the family jumps over the smoking pot.

With the words "saka fuki ana~ bieu
(“take away the bad luck of the old
year”) and with rum and Florida water
people celebrate the last moments of the
old year.

Special Foods

Certain foods are cooked especially
for this last day too. Often it’s tradi-
tional food from the time of slavery, like

4

Traditional Meal

ing of fireworks at midnight on New
Years Eve. This is also to chase bad
spirits and bad luck, to say farewell to
the old year and to start the new year
healthy and happy. Some people put a
piece of aloe vera plant on their body as
a talisman and some use certain orna-
ments from their ancestors as spiritual
protection. A lot of people go to church
to pray. Many have good intensions to
stop their bad habits and do better next

considered wise to wear the underwear
in a wrong way in order to ward off all
the bad things. Then you are ready for
the evening, to celebrate the last hours
of the old year.

Midnight

Just before midnight the head of the
family goes through the whole house
with a pot of glowing coals and incense
to smoke every corner of the house.
Then the pot is put just in front of the

make sure that all looks new and clean.

The botica (drugstore) sells "Awa
Dushi," liquids of different colors and
fragrances meant to bestow all kinds of
luck, like winning the lottery, luck in
love, luck for good health. Awa Dushi
can be added to the water used to clean
the house. This was a serious business
in the old days.

Bathing

The same Awa Dushi was used in the

salt fish or funchi and fried fish with
tutu (brown beans mix) and certain
soups like goat soup or mondongo soup
with jambo. Don't forget the delicious
pumpkin pancake. The popular rum is
on the table and the homemade ponche
creme and pina coladas are in almost
every house.

Fireworks and More

year. And when the new year begins
everyone wishes everyone else all good
things and happiness, luck and health,
success and joy, peace, blessings and
love.

This all I wish you
too in 2016. May all
your wishes come
true. Happy New
Year. B Angliet, Na-
ture lover

Well-known in some parts of the
world and also on Bonaire is the shoot-

M= M™ tandprothetische praktijk

BONAIRE

B 0O | 15 3 -
e
-

DIRECT TO PUBLIC: OPENING HOURS:

= Full or Partial Dentures Monday - Thursday:
: In Acrylic or chrome 9am-12 pm
- Fast Denture Repairs 2pm-4 pm

ar While You Wait Friday:

Relines & Soft Liners S9am-12 pm

Same Day Service
E.M. Rijswijk, Denturist

Call For An Appointment: 717-2248 or cellular 796-3714
Kaya Dr. J.G. Hernandez z/n (Near Botica Korona)

Saturday & Sunday closed

Call for an appointment
or just walk in.

facial hair, coloring of eyebrows
and eyelashes plus eyelash
extensions.

See you at HAIR AFFAIR

Now open Tuesday and Friday
between 12 and 14 (2 pm)

Kaya Grandi 67 In the
Old Dutch Building,
Across from Scooters
Open : Tues-Fri: 9-6
Sat: 9-2 -
Lots of Free Parking

Visit our modern salon.

We do hair, make up, removal of

Bonaire Reporter- Jan. 4-18, 2016

& DE FREEWSIE LER
Sales and Repair for Road, Mountain and Dutch bikes

Featuring Giant, Bikkel and Golden Lion bikes

Parts and accessories for all brands
of bikes and scooters

Beautiful Bike Clothes, shoes

All type of house and car keys
duplicated

Kaya Grandi #61
“The blue building”
Call 717-8545

Open: 8:30-12:30, 2:00-5:30

Web: www.bonairefreewieler.com
Email: freewieler@bonairefreewieler.com

Bulevar Gob. N. Debrot 74 (Across from
Sand Dollar) Phone 717-7224
bonbida.com

BEON BIDA

BODY
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What's

Happening
P R

REGULAR EVENTS

Tanki Maraka Heritage Park and
Open Air Museum. Site of an Ameri-
can soldiers’ camp during WWII. Self
guided tour with excellent signage. Af-
ter leaving Kralendijk on the Rincon
Road watch for sign to the park on the
right. Driveway to entrance just a short
distance. Free entry.

Rooi Lamoenchi Kunuku Park
Tours $21 (includes tax). Discounts for
residents and local people. Tel. 717-
8489, 540-9800.

Soldachi Tours—See the Real Bonaire
and be transported back in time. Learn
about the history, culture and nature by
Bonaireans from Rincon. Call Maria
Koeks for more information: 796-7870,
717-6435.

Parke di Libertat -Park-playground
and canteen (formerly Dare to Care
Park) Behind the hospital. Open Mon-
day-Saturday 8am-7pm. Free entry.

Saturdays
«Marshe di Playa -Every Saturday,

8am-noon, Jong Bonaire, locally made
and grown products

eMarshe di Kunukeru (Farmers’ Mar-
ket) First Saturday of the month, at
Kriabon, Kaminda Jatu Baco #55, next
to Aquamarin School, 8am to 1pm.

eTera Kora Ranch Market—2nd &
last Saturdays- local produce, clothes,
food, games for kids, 2" hand items

«Monthly Cultural Market at Man-
gazina di Rei—Usually the last Sat-
urday of the month, 8am-1pm. See
the real Bonaire: traditional music,
crafts, local produce, Creole kitchen,
educational presentations. Mangazina
di Rei is on the Rincon Road, at the
eastern entrance to Rincon. Free en-
trance

eBonaire Animal Shelter’s Garage
Sale (Pakus di Pruga)—every Satur-
day, 8am-5pm. At Kaminda Liberador
Simon Bolivar, across from Brandaris
Café. Tel. 717-4989. Drop off cast offs
on Saturdays or at the Shelter on the
Lagoen Road weekdays. 717-4989
oLast Saturday of the month — donate
foods and household items to Food
Bank (Sichting voedselbank Bonaire)
from 9:30am-2pm at Van den Tweel
Supermarket

e Wine Tasting at Antillean Wine
Company’s warehouse on Kaya Indus-
tria, Second Saturday of the month, 7-
9 pm. (Always call to make sureit’'s
on: Tel. +5999-560-7539. ) Snacks and
tasting of six wines for $10 per person.

ePetanque- Jeu de Boules, 2:30-6
pm, Landhuis De Tuin on the road to
Lac Bai. Info: 786-0150

Sundays
eLLandhuis DeTuin- Real Jamaican
BBQ on the terrace of the land house
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# | DAY DATE NAME PAX Line
Cruise Ship Schedule
1 6-01-16 Britania TBA 3600 P&O
2 6-01-16 Club Med 2 0800-1700 390 Club Med
3 8-01-16 Thomson 0700-1300 1254 Thomson
Celebration
4 8-01-16 Serenade of  0700-1400 2490 Royal Caribbean
the Seas
5 9-01-16 Insignia 0800-1500 684 Oceania
6 9-01-16 Carnival 0800-1600 3652 Carnival
Dream
7 13-01-16 Oosterdam  0800-1800 2388 HAL
8 | 13-01-16 Aida Diva 0800-1800 2194 AIDA
9 16-01-16 Vision of the  0800-1700 2500 Royal Caribbean
Seas

in the quiet countryside. Jerk Chicken,
BBQ Chicken, Seafood Curry, Veggie
Dish, Child’s plate, Bread Pudding. On
the road to Lac Bai — Kaminda Lac
#101. Follow the signs, 12 noon to 6
pm. Tel. +599-786-6816, +599-701-
1982. A Forsa training school.

Mondays
e Bonaire Goat Farm Tour—9 am.
Meet the goats, see milking, and more.
$10 includes tea. Kids $5. 786-6950-
Also on Wednesdays & Fridays.

«Happy Hour at Captain Don’s Habi-
tat Bar. The books of Bonaire’s dive
pioneer, Captain Don, will be avail-
able: Island Adrift, Shangri-la, Sea
Trauma and the newest book, Reef
Windows. 5:30-7pm. Tel. 717-8290.

Wednesdays

eBonaire Goat Farm Tour—9am. See
Monday for more information.

o12-step meeting (AA/NA). Every
Wednesday at Gogreen/Bonaire Ba-
sics, Kaya Korona #47. Walk in from
18:45, starts at 19:15, ends at 20:30.
Feel free to mail
12stepsbonaire@gmail.com or 12
stappenbonaire@gmail.com for more
information.

e Echo offers free (donation-based)
Public Conservation Tours at 4:30. No
reservation needed.

For optimal birding, you can also book
a private tour by calling 701-1188 or
emailing: info@echobonaire.org.
Please give at least one day's notice.
Private tours are $25/person with 2
person minimum.

eSea Turtle Conservation Bonaire
(STCB) presents an informative slide
show: Sea Turtles of Bonaire, at 8pm,
every 2nd and 4th Wednesday.
STCB presentation will be taking
place upstairs at Yellow Submarine
Dive Shop, Kaya Playa Lechi 24 cour-
tesy of Dive Friends.

oFridays
eBonaire Goat Farm Tour—9am. See
Monday for more information

BONAIRE’S TRADITIONS

Mangasina di Rei, Rincon. Enjoy the
view from “The King’s Storehouse.” Leamn
about Bonaire’s culture. Visit homes from
the 17th century. Daily. Call 717-4060/ 790
-2018

Chichi i Tan Museum. Step into the
past—a typical old Bonairean home,
furnishings and garden. Tuesdays,
Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays.
10am-3pm. 1st Sunday of month, live

performances of local musicians, arts &
crafts. Free but donations appreciated.
Kaya Melon #4, behind Rose Inn in
Rincon. 786-6420/78-7842

Washington-Slagbaai National
Park Museum and Visitors’ Center.
Open daily 8 am-5 pm. Closed on De-
cember 25th and January 1st. Call 788 -
9015 or 796 - 5681

CLUBS and MEETINGS

Bridge Club - Every Wednesday,
Bridge Club on Bonaire. 19:15, contact
Jeroen Seegers for information tel. 717-
420001r788-2819 or
peejeesee@gmail.com

Lions Club meets every 2" and 4™
Thursday of the month at 8 pm at Kaya
Sabana #1. All Lions welcome. For
more information call 510-0710.

Rotary lunch meetings Wednes-
days, 12:15-2 pm - Divi Flamingo
Beach Resort in Peter Hughes meeting
room upstairs above the dive shop. All
Rotarians welcome. Call Gregory
Obersi 785-9446.

Toastmasters Club meets every two
weeks. For more information call Cru-
sita de Palm at 786-3827 or Lucia Mar-
tinez Beck, at 786-2953.

CHURCH SERVICES
Protestant Congregation of Bon-
aire: ( VPGB ), Kralendijk, Plaza Wil-

helmina; Sunday service-10 am in
Dutch. Rincon, Kaya C.D. Crestian;
Sunday service-8:30am in Papiamentu/
Dutch.

Children’s club-every Saturday from
4:30-6 pm in Kralendijk, (annex of the
church.) Contact: Marytjin@gmail.com

CLOSE-IN EVENTS

Going on Now—Art exhibit
“Klabu Ku Hito” by Francisco
Uty Melaan, at TCB office.

Tuesday, Jan. 5- Clean up at
Karpata, 9 am on land.

Sunday, Jan. 10—Maskarada.
More on page 8.

Thursday-Saturday, Jan. 14-
16—International Fishing
Tournament—More on page 9

Saturday, Jan. 16—*“Salute to
Sailors” at It Rains Fishes— as
part of Fishing Tournament.
More on page 9

Saturday-Sunday, Jan. 30-31 —
Children’s Karnaval Parades

Rincon and Playa

Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 6-7 -
Grand Karnaval Parades

Rincon and Playa

Monday, Feb. 8—Karnaval
Monday, legal holiday, no
school

or Daisycoffie@hotmail.com

International Bible Church, Kaya
Papago 104, Hato, behind Bon Fysio/
Bon Bida Spa & Gym on Kaya Gob. N.
Debrot. Sunday 9am-Worship service in
English; 10:45am-Sunday school for all
ages. Tuesday 7pm-Adult Bible study
class. 717-8377 for more info or ride
bonaireibec(@yahoo.com

Catholic: San Bernardusin Kral-
endijk — Services, Sunday at 8am and
7pm in Papiamentu. 717-8332.

Our Lady of Coromoto in Antriol-
Saturday at 6pm in English. Mass in
Papiamentu on Sunday at 9am and 6pm.

SPECIAL
SECURITY
SERVICES

WANT TO FEEL SAFER?
SIGN UP WITH US

ee Transport of Money
and Valuables
ee Private Investigations

ee Vehicle patrols
ee Burglar Alarms

ee Fire Alarm Systems

In Business

Over 30 Years

Kaya Nikiboko Nord 37A, PO Box 225 Tel: (599) 717- 8125

Fax (599) 717- 6125

E-mail sss@bonairelive.com
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SHOPPING, SERVICE and DINING GUIDE

repeat Reporter advertisers

AIRLINES

Divi Divi Air- Bonaire’s “on time airline” with 16 flights a day between
Bonaire and Curagao. Your first choice for inter-island travel. Reserve early
to ensure a seat.

AUTOMOBILE DEALER

Check out Auto City Bonaire for the widest selection of new car brands on
Bonaire including Chevrolet, Honda, Isuzu, Suzuki, Subaru. Used cars too.
Complete service department. Hertz rentals.

Free listing in this directory for regular gp.; gSTATE /RENTAL AGENTS

BANK

ORCO Bank offers one-on-one attention, personal
banking. Each client is a person, not a number. The
office is the historic building at Kaya Grandi 48.

BEAUTY

Hair Affair. Expert hair cutting, styling, facials and facial waxing. Great
new shop on Kaya Grandi. Walk-in service too. Find them on Facebook.

BIKES

De Freewieler sells bikes and all kinds of bike accessories. They do profes-
sional repairs on almost anything on two wheels. Have your keys made
here too.

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Telbo, Bonaire’s pioneer phone company, offers the fastest v ‘-‘
data and voice communication on Bonaire. Sign up and get a = wm\\ g +

variety of special offers. See ad on page 12. _—

DENTURE REPAIR
All Denture Lab—for the best denture care by an experienced professional.
Repairs while you wait. Next to Botika Korona on Kaya J. G. Hernandez.

ON and IN the WATER

Budget Marine has what anyone with a boat needs, and if it’s not in stock
they can order it quickly. You can also find special hardware for general use
and components for solar and wind electric systems. Ad on page 11.

Dive Friends has four dive schools and three retail shops so you always get
the best deals and can be assured of top notch training. Remodeled shop,
Dushi Style on Kaya Grandi and new dive retail shop at the roundabout in
Hato.

GARDEN SUPPLIES AND SERVICES

Green Label has everything you need to start or maintain your garden. They
can design, install and maintain it and offer plants, irrigation supplies and gar-
den chemicals. Off Kaya Industria, behind Lucky Supermarket. See pg. 2

LIQUORS, WINES and MORE
Best Cellars has one of the island’s
widest selection of spirits including — _
“hard-to-find” brands. In addition i '-;' - el A L
there is an exceptional assortment s - AN

of wines, tobacco products and eve- T TH S IRITS
rything needed for a great party.

See the back page

OPTICIAN

Buena Vista Optics is Bonaire’s most up-to-date place to get eyeglasses or
contact lenses. The combination of experienced personnel and advanced
equipment and technology make it a top value. See page 19

PHOTOGRAPHER

Bonaire’s most creative above or underwater video and still photogra-
pher for the wedding or other important events in your life. Drone pho-
tography too. ScubaVision, recently renamed Bonaire Vision Films & Photo,
has a new website at www.bonairevisionfilms.com.

Harbourtown Real Estate; since 1989 YOUR agent
for the purchase, sale, lease and management of resi-
dential and commercial properties!

7

L=

HARBOURTOWN

REAL ESTATE

QUM

= Parabrse Homes

RE/MAX Paradise Homes is your one-stop-shop
for Selling and Buying real estate; Purchasing an
existing business; Commercial or residential devel-
opment; Holiday rentals and Long term rentals. See
page 3.

Sunbelt Realty offers full real estate,
rental, and insurance services. If you
want a home or to invest in Bonaire,
stop in and visit. Ad on back page

RESTAURANTS

Bobbejans— Bonaire’s quintessential “rib joint” not only has some of the best
ribs but tasty extras like Gado-Gado, pork chops and fries. Open Friday night
and weekends only.

La Balandra at The Harbour Village Resort offers
Bonaire’s most spectacular setting. Superb cuisine, v
top notch service. Eat on the deck or with your feet in I.a Palandra
the sand.

Breeze ‘n Bites at the Den Laman Apartments. Provides a memorable
seaside dining experience with fine food. Specializing in Fresh Seafood and
Select Meats. Happy Hour 4-6 pm.

Pasa Bon Pizza—Bonaire’s quality pizza-Best ingredients, best baking and
best taste. Great salads and lasagna too. Eat in or take away.

RETAIL

Dushi Shoes & Dive Friends Shops — featuring Clarks, Guess, DC Shoes,
Reefs — as well as Tee Shirts for men and women. See page 18

The Tung Fong Store is a great asset to everyone on Bonaire because it
stocks so many thing we want: clothes, hardware, food, auto and bike sup-
plies. If you don’t see it... ask for it. They probably have it. See page 18.

Penny Lane is Bonaire’s first upscale fash- |
ion consignment store. Buy fashionable, top || - N
brand clothing, high quality toys and more { £
for a fraction of their original price. See |
page 11 N

iy Lane Eﬂ‘ffr{mﬁ'
L

e T T TR, WL (TGS
e

SECURITY
Special Security Services will provide that extra measure of protection when
you need it. Always reliable. See page 16.

STORAGE
The Storehouse (Mangazina in Papiamentu) gm—
offers Secure Storage for Vehicles, Household m
Items, Diving and Sporting Gear, Business Files or e g H@m
Inventory. Across from the northern hotel row. See HWANGASINA
page 19 STORING EVERTTHRIG UNDER THE SUN
SHIPPING

ROCARGO=

Services NV, =

Rocargo Freight Air and sea shipments in/out of
Bonaire. Customs agents. Professional and effi-
cient. FedEx agent. What would we do without
their superb services? See ad on page 5

SUPERMARKETS

TOP Supermarket—

Conveniently located downtown at the
old Cultimara location. Featuring a com-
plete selection including liquors, fresh
meat, fruit and vegetables. See page 2.

e
=

7 TOP

SUPERMARNKET

WATER TAXI

Get to Klein Bonaire by Ferry. Ride the Kantika di Amor. Hotel or
downtown pickup The only water taxi to Klein Bonaire with an easy on/off
built-in ramp at Bonaire Nautico (It Rains Fishes Restaurant) See pg. 15
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Animal Shelter Tips & News @@{&@ @ﬁ}“ @m@ W@@B&

The Bonaire Animal Shelter is a refuge for dogs and cats that can no longer
be cared for by their owners, have been abandoned, or were born in the wild
and brought in by concerned citizens and tourists.

The Shelter also offers a boarding place for cats and dogs. There is a gift
shop on the premises to help raise money to sustain the Shelter.

A Very Happy New Year For Floortje!

Floortje with her new pal, Rosa

— e e

eet Floortje. She was found outside the

Animal Shelter Bonaire in a cardboard
box about two months ago. She was in very bad
condition; her body was covered with parasites
eating away at her skin (Demodectic Mange).
Despite her condition, Floortje was very friendly

Floortje before rescue

to everybody.
We worked around the clock to provide Floortje with all the care and supervision she
needed. She had a long road ahead of her. With patience and the proper medication
and supervision of our great veterinarian, Floortje’s fur slowly grew back. And the
best thing of all is that one of our lovely volunteers was able to take her home to fos-
ter and give her all the TLC she needed. She is gaining weight, playing with other
dogs and truly embracing life again!

And even a better thing happened during Christmas. Her foster family decided to
adopt Floortje and she can stay in a loving forever home!

A thank you to everybody who gave Floortje a second chance in life! BStory &
photos by Nathalie Peterson

Sp

peedo

- a‘d%\ & asics
HAE 250

Sportrwear. farhion, shkate and rporting goods,
Keeping Kaya Grandi cool since 2015.... That's Dushi Style!

nm—lm

durhi yle
kaya grandi &
kraleadijk bonaire
retail@dive-tricadr-bonaire.com

sportswear 599.717.5911

Meet the Pack

appy New Year from all of us at the
Animal Shelter Bonaire!

We - Freya, Goofy, Ivana, Minnie and
Donald - are ready for adoption and waiting
for you!

Are you looking for a lifelong friend, one
who is easy going and always happy? Come
meet the pack at the Animal Shelter Bonaire
at Kaminda Lagun 26a or call for informa-
tion 717-4989. E-mail to animalshelterbo-

DEMODECTIC MANGE

emodicosis, also called

Demodectic Mange or
Red Mange. It’s caused by a sen-
sitivity to and overpopulation of
Demodex Canis as the animal's
immune system is unable to keep
the mites under control. Demodex
is a genus of mite in the family
Demodicidae

naire@gmail.com

All the adoptable animals at the Animal
Shelter Bonaire are treated against ticks and
fleas, are de-wormed,
vaccinated, micro
chipped and sterilized.
B Sory & photo by
Nathalie Peterson

If Demodectic Mange is suspected in a dog, it can usually be confirmed by a skin
scraping or biopsy, in which case, the mites can be seen with the aid of a mlcroscope

They are too small to be seen with the naked eye. The ™
treatment of Demodectic Mange is usually accomplished
with topical (on the skin) medications, though some oral
medications are also used. Localized Demodectic
Mange usually does not have to be treated, but will often
cure itself as the puppy ages. If you suspect your dog
has mange, go to your veterinarian to get it confirmed
before starting treatment. @ Nathalie Peterson

S
iiftﬁ;.}.
i1

“The Store With Almost Everything”

Kaya Korona 52 Tel. 599 - 717 4224 FAX. 599 - 717 5224

Opening hours: 8.30 am - 12.30 pm, 2.30 pm - 6.30 pm
Open from Monday till Saturday. Sundays closed.

Page 18
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ARIES (Mar. 21- April 20)Your cha-
risma will no doubt attract a lot of atten-
tion. You can have an enjoyable time if

you socialize with friends. Your ability to

work with detail will bring recognition.
Get involved in groups that are creative
in nature. Your luckiest events this
month will occur on a Sunday.
TAURUS (Apr. 21- May 21) Your
magnetic, outgoing personality will cap-
ture hearts. Caustic language may cause
you to want to get out of the house. You
may find it necessary to confront a situa-
tion that has gotten out of hand. Put your
time and energy into travel, philosophy,
and soul-searching. Your luckiest events
this month will occur on a Tuesday.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Minor
accidents are likely if you take risks.

Don't turn down offers that include sports

activities or children. You are best to
look into investments that will grow in
value over an extended period of time.
You may want to try your hand at a little
creative writing. Don't let your boss get
the better of you. Your luckiest events
this month will occur on a Tuesday.

CANCER (June 22-July 22) Travel
and creative hobbies will be your best
outlet. You will enjoy events that lean
toward theater, art, or music this month.
Talk to someone with experience about
budgets or consolidating debts. Concen-
trate on work. Your luckiest events this
month will occur on a Friday.

LEQ (July 23-Aug 22) You will be
extremely sensual; take precautions and
don't take any risks. Your high energy

must be directed into productive goals, or

frustrations will occur. Take care that
arrangements to spend quality time to-
gether are made in advance. You can get
ahead if take on a partner. Your luckiest
events will occur on a Sunday.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23) Help chil-

dren complete projects they're having
difficulty with. Don't get involved in se-
cret affairs or underhanded involve-
ment's. Try to bend but by no means

should you give in completely. Try not to

push your philosophies on others. Your

luckiest events this month will occur on a

Thursday.

January 2016

LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23) Be discreet
about your personal life or whereabouts.
Be mysterious. Sit back. Socializing will
be more than just entertaining. Get busy
on projects that improve your own im-
age; you'll have the discipline to suc-
ceed. Your luckiest events this month
will occur on a Monday.

SCORPIQ (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) You
are apt to meet someone special on your
journey. You may find that someone you
really cared for in the past has come back
into your life. Opportunities for romance
may develop through dealing with groups
that have a purpose. You will be ready to
jump on anyone who gets in the way of
your progress this month. Your luckiest
events this month will occur on a Tues-
day.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 -Dec.

21) You can make a serious attempt at
quitting those bad habits that you've
picked up over the years. Control your
anger. Unexpected events may be upset-
ting. Don't let your jealousy be the reason
for a decaying relationship. Your luckiest
events will occur on a Sunday.

CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 20) You
will have extra energy; put it to good use.
Don't be afraid to pursue unfamiliar
grounds. Take the whole family and
make it an enjoyable outing. You may
need to make a few alterations to your
living arrangements. Your luckiest events
this month will occur on a Wednesday.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19) Travel
for business purposes may bring the
highest returns. Emotional disputes will
only end in sorrow. They will not be in
the right frame of mind to put up with
tactless comments. You'll find it difficult
to control your emotions. Your luckiest
events will occur on a Wednesday.

PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar.
20) Recognition can be yours if you pre-
sent your ideas and stand behind your
beliefs. Look into career choices and
courses being offered. Don't blow situa-
tions out of proportion. Rewards for past
good deeds will be yours. Your luckiest
events this month will occur on a Satur-
day.m Michael Thiessen

BCONAIRE
SKY

PARKPKFT

*to find it...

just look up

COMET CATALINA

E veryone loves comets. When we
get a bright one every 15 or 20
years the world goes nuts.

We thought we had one. Two years ago,
the automated Catalina sky survey, using
a large telescope, discovered a strange
new comet whose origin was the faraway
QOort cloud. Astronomers closely moni-
tored it and by last spring had high hopes
that this month would deliver a worthy
naked eye spectacle.

But in September, Comet Catalina
stopped brightening. By the time it

whipped around the Sun on November 15,

it was obvious that this comet was under-
performing.

However, the comet’s visibility is
slowly improving as it moves away from
the bright light of the Sun and towards
Earth. It is now visible through binocu-
lars and moving through an easily located
part of the sky.

A lot of media hype is surrounding
Catalina, and we don’t want to oversell
this. So here’s the real scoop.

Through telescopes using long exposure
photography, Catalina looks fantastic. It’s
green and has a double tail. It’s gorgeous.
Everyday it’s a little different, as it now
approaches Earth. Although it will comes
nearest to us on January 17, the best time
to see it is probably after New Year’s day,
once the full Christmas Moon dims and
leaves us with darker skies.

Catalina might surprise us and brighten
up enough to be visible to the unaided
eye, if you live away from city lights.
Otherwise use ordinary binoculars. De-

pending on your sky conditions, it may
pop dramatically or it may be impossible
to see. You’ll never know unless you
check it out yourself.

When to look for Comet Catalina
Over the next couple of weeks, get up a
couple hours before sunrise which is about
7 am. Gaze toward the east, the direction
of the sunrise, just before the sky starts to

brighten.

Where to Look for Comet Catalina
First, you’ll see a super bright star low

in the east. This is Venus. Look far to the
upper left of Venus and you’ll notice a
bright orange star—the famous Arcturus.
You can also find Arcturus by following
the arc of the Big Dipper’s handle.

Comet Catalina virtually touched Arctu-
rus on December 31 and January 1. but we
missed that.

Between now and January 17, it will be
on a line between Venus and Arcturus.
Easy!

How to See Comet Catalina

Although it’s technically visible to the
unaided eye, you’ll need ordinary binocu-
lars. You should see a hazy roundish blog
of light; this is the comet’s body. Keep
looking and binoculars might also show
the comet’s tail, depending on how long
and bright it becomes.

Grab some binoculars and look up!
Catalina will soon be gone, never to visit
again. What a way to ring in the New
Year! B Dean Regas & James Albury

Scheduled Water Taxi TO KLEIN BONAIRE

From Bonaire Nautico Marina in front of
It Rains Fishes Restaurant

HOTEL PICKUP SERVICE

Daily trips via resorts 10 am, 12, 2

Affordable Self Storage

convenlentlv located in Hato

THE ONLY WALKON / WALKOFF

Catamaran KANTIKA D/
AMOR up to 27 adults or lar-
ger
catamaran KANTIKA TOO

up to 50 adults

Also available for group trips
BONAIRE NAUTICO MARINA—At It Rains Fishes Restaurant

Call Henk at 560-7254 / Bob 786-5399 info@bonairenauticomarina.com /VHF 68

mm&mu GASE

STORIMG EVERYTHING UNDER THE SUMN

Choose your size from 5'x5’ to 10°x20’.
2 - Prices from $32 to $153 per month.

=27 > Call 700-1753

www.bonaireselfstorage.com
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Best Cellars Bonaire

Kaya Industria Pariba

Page 20

(Opposite Bonaire Food Group)

717-1995

Santa Barbara,
Kaya Topaz 6

Highlights:

= wide views over the island and Caribbean Sea
= four bedroom home, including apartment
nice cross breezes on the wide covered porch
= uncovered terrace for sunbathing
quiet dead-end street in residential area
Spacious carpoert and garage
freehold land (registered 4-A-376)
s |ot size: 10,447 sq.ft / 971m?
= living area aprox: 1,990 sqg.ft / 185 m?

REDUCED PRICE
US$ 295,000

Buyers cost

T

bonaire@mail.com
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