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B onaire smells these 
days. As do most Car-

ibbean islands.  That’s because 
the Sargasso  “weed” that usu-
ally circulates in mid-Atlantic 
were blown southward and 
washed up on the windward 
side of the island. The smell 
comes from the decomposition 
of the weed and should dissi-
pate shortly. 

 

►Newly 
named is-
land Com-
missioner 
Clark 
Abraham 
was in the 
Nether-
lands to prepare for Carib-
bean Netherlands Week to 
fact find and learn  what 
Dutch resources can help 
Bonaire.   
He discussed possible coop-
eration between KPN (Dutch 
Telecom) and Bonaire for 
possible collaboration with the 
Dutch supplier of Internet 
(mobile) telephony, television 
and IT services.  
He also he met with the Min-
istry of the Interior and 
Kingdom Relations (BZK) to 
talk about centrally housing 
the government of Bonaire and  
revitalizing downtown Kral-
endijk.  

Then he met with the Water 
and Soil Department of the 
Ministry of Infrastructure and 
the Environment with regard to 
drinking water supplies.  
There was also an extensive 
discussion about financing 
improvements. The parties 
agree that the development of 
this basic facility should not 
lead to tax increases for the 
people of Bonaire.  
Finally, along with Governor 
Rijna, he met with officials of 
the Port of Amsterdam about 
a collaboration, necessary 
repairs, development and 
professionalization of the 
seaports on Bonaire.  

 

►AMSTERDAM--The US 
has asked the Netherlands 

for permission to set up 
American border controls on 
Dutch territory to speed up 
immigration procedures in 
the US. The US currently has 
preclearance facilities in 15 

countries, including Aruba, 
Canada, Ireland and the United 
Arab Emirates and wants to 
expand this into other Euro-
pean airports.  Preclearance 
would allow people travelling 
to the US to enter without go-
ing through passport checks 
and to transfer to internal 
flights more easily. 

 
► King Willem-Alexander 

and Queen Máxima visited 
Washington, D.C. on June 1 
to commemorate 70 years of 
liberation of Europe and to 
thank the US for their role in 
ending World War II. Strong 
political ties between the Neth-
erlands and the US go without 
saying. 

 
►MIAMI, US—This At-

lantic hurricane season will 
be less active than usual this 
year due to cooler seas and a 
strong El Niño effect, the US 
government weather forecaster 
said on Wednesday. The offi-
cial “below-normal” forecast 
calls for six to 11 tropical 
storms this year, with three to 
six reaching hurricane status of 
74-mile-per-hour (120 kph) 
winds. This and other forecasts 
predict the most minimal hurri-
cane activity in the Atlantic  in 
30 years.  

Hurricane season officially 
runs June 1 through November 
30, although this season’s first 
storm, Tropical Storm Ana, 
occurred in May. 

 
►The Chamber of Com-

merce and RCN organized a 
network meeting for entre-
preneurs on May 21st. The 
meeting, called “creating new 
opportunities,”' was very 
popular. About 60 companies 
were given a simple explana-
tion about how entrepreneurs 
can do business with RCN, the 
new tender procedure (purely 
local) of RCN and its goals, 
including providing more op-
portunities to local entrepre-
neurs. The Chamber of Com-
merce held two presentations 
about networking and crowd 
funding.   

 
►On Sunday, June 7th, 

Washington-Slagbaai Na-
tional Park had its annual 
open house. Admission was 
free.  It is an annual tradition 
that STINAPA holds an open 
house for the Bonaire commu-
nity. As usual, there was a 
variety of food and beverages 
available, a kid’s corner, a 
STINAPA guided hiking trip 
for adults at 8am through 
Mondi Suit, a mountain bike 
race at 7:30am, and all day 
long local bands made music 
for anyone who just wanted to 
dance. More in an upcoming 
edition. 

 
►Mabel Nava, Manager of 

Sea Turtle Conservation 
Bonaire (STCB) has been 
selected as a participant in 
the 2015 Conservation Lead-
ership in the Caribbean 
(CLiC) fellows program.  

CLiC is an opportunity for 
conservation professionals in 
the Wider Caribbean to gain 
invaluable skills and experi-
ence working with proven con-
servation leaders. Graduates 
will have the competence nec-
essary to lead on critical issues 
facing wildlife in the region.  

The 2015 CLiC fellows are 20 
representatives from 14 na-
tions in the Caribbean region 

with a wide variety of back-
grounds and experiences in the 
conservation field.  

 

►James Finies and followers 
of his “Nos ke Boneiru 
bek” (We want Bonaire back) 
movement are continuing their 
200+ day-long protest de-
manding a new constitutional 
referendum on the island. 
Now, instead of chairs placed 
in front of the Executive 
Council Building the cam-
paign is being conducted 
from a camper parked in the 
lot next to Wilhelmina Plaza.  

 
►By the end of this month 

we may have weather radar 
back in action for our area. 
Curaçao’s old WSR-74S 
weather radar was recently 
dismantled to make room for 
the new Vaisala WRM200 
radar. The dome was lifted 
from the tower above the Hato 
caves and then transported to 
Meteorological Service land at 
Seru Mahuma. The new radar 
will be assembled and installed 
there. 

 

►According to Olivier 
Arrindell of Curaçao’s AVA 
Airways, manufacturer Air-
bus’ latest Global Market 
Forecast (GMF) states that 
Latin American and Carib-
bean airlines will require 
2,294 new passenger and 
cargo planes by 
2033,including 1,784 single-
aisle, 481 twin-aisle and 29 
very large aircraft worth an 
estimated total of US $292 

(Continued on page 3) 
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billion. Yes, more air service 
will be available for Bonaire. 

 
►Bonaire continues to grow 

its cruise tourism sector at an 
impressive rate, with antici-
pated cruise arrivals of about 
250,000 for the 2015 calendar 
year to grow to approximately 
400,000 in 2016.  Up to now 
185,000 cruise ship passengers 
visited during the 2014/2015 
season.  TCB is awaiting the 
final number from the Bonaire 
Harbour Master. 

Pullmantur Cruises and the 
Norwegian Cruise Line (NCL) 
will be picking up passengers in 
Kralendijk for its cruises.  The 
cruise ship season will be year-
round beginning in the summer 
of 2016.  

 

►Want to write correct Papia-
mentu? SpèlChèk a spell 
checker for Papiamentu, is 
now available for Microsoft 
Office for Windows (PC).  Af-
ter installation in your PC, you 
can check Papiamentu text for 
spelling errors in Word, Power-
Point® and Excel®. SpèlChèk 
costs $34. Call 5999 869-1166 
to order or try the local book-
stores-Addo’s has it. 

  
►The rain showers follow-

ing a long drought caused 
numerous power failures at 
the end of last month. Most 
were of several hours duration.  

According to Water and Energy 
Company Bonaire (WEB) “the 
electricity grids are covered 
with the fine dust and when it 
rains after a long period, this 
can cause small fires and short 
circuits.” Areas affected in-
cluded Punt Vierkant, Belnem, 
Tera Kora, the Industrial terrain, 
North Saliña, Nikiboko, Ambo-
ina and Antriol. 

 
►Residents of Bonaire, St. 

Eustatius and Saba can con-
tinue to travel to Aruba, Cu-
racao, Colombia or Guade-
loupe for specialist care not 
available on their home is-
lands. A ministry assessment of 
hospitals in those places plus 
two in Costa Rica, two in the 
Dominican Republic and two in 
Puerto Rico were compared in 
several key areas.  Health Min-
ister Schippers concluded, “I 
see, based on this study, no rea-
son to reconsider the existing 
choices.” 

Fourteen hospitals were evalu-
ated, 36 hospitals were invited 
to cooperate, however, 22 hos-
pitals did not provide sufficient 
information.  

 

►The move to normalize 
relations with Cuba will have 
a direct impact on Americans 
seeking to vacation legally on 
the island nation – just as they 
can in other parts of the Carib-
bean. However, in the newest 
Travel Leaders Group travel 
survey, a mere 8.8% of those 

polled said they would go to 
Cuba immediately when all 
restrictions are lifted, and only 
14.9% stated they would go 
when they believed Cuba was 
ready for American tourists. 

►Scuba Vision films is 
pleased to announce the 
launch of its new website, now 
under a new name: Bonaire 
Vision Films & Photo-  
www.bonairevisionfilms.com 
They’ve worked for 17 years in 
film and photo on the island of 
Bonaire and will continue to 
offer the latest technology in 
film and photo productions. 
Look for special deals via Face-
book for new customers. 

 

►International Yoga Day is 
coming.  

Practice, 
share and 
celebrate 
yoga on In-
ternational 
Yoga Day, 
Sunday, June 
21. 

Smiling Buddha Yoga Studio 
at the Plaza Resort will offer free 
yoga classes for all levels from 
9:30-12:30pm with teachers 
Corien, Ruby, Lolymar and 

Laura. A meditation at 11:30am 
will be guided by Arlene. 

Then in the evening Smiling 
Buddha Yoga Studio and Loly-
mar’s Yogarriba Earthship (near 
Kaya Korona) will offer a free 
screening of a very interesting 
documentary: “Yogawoman-
Never Underestimate the Power 
of Inner Peace” by Kate Clare at 
Yogarriba Earthship.  

Meet at Coromoto Church at 
6:30 pm and drive together to 
Earthship. 

Call Laura 700-5779 or Loly-
mar 701-2302 

►Energetic Touch Classes 
are returning to Bonaire on 
June 19 and June 20th.  Nurse/
Instructor Susan DeSalvo-Reed 
will again be hosting beginning 
and advanced classes in Ener-
getic Touch. “By optimizing the 
energetic systems of the body 
self-healing is a natural result,” 
said Susan. For more informa-
tion see the poster on page 7.  

 
►Thanks for reading.  Re-

member to tell the places where 
you shop to advertise with us.                      
          L.D/G.D. 

Flotsam and Jetsam (from page 2) 

►Annouck Loos, Anita Smits, Evy Witlox, Nathalie Petersen 
and Simone Sweers will travel to Medellin (Colombia) between 
the 17th and 25th of June to swim in individual races and also start 
as the first Bonaire Women relay team in history who will participate 
in such a big event. They will start in the 4x50 freestyle and the 4x50 
medley relay events. They have already put Bonaire on the interna-
tional swimming map last year at the Aruban and Curacao open 
Championships where they made their ticket to enter the Pan Ameri-
can Masters Championships a fact. The Pan American Masters 
Championships will attract close to 10,000 competitors from North, 
Central and South America, Canada and the Caribbean.  We will 
have more to report in our next edition. Press Release 
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“I  was born 
and raised in 

Den Helder, Hol-
land, and when I was 
little I didn’t have 
any ambitions, and I 
still don’t have 
them. Everything I 
have done so far 
came to me natu-
rally. If you go with 
the flow, things hap-
pen the way they are 
supposed to hap-
pen… I think.  

After high school, 
when I was 16, I 
didn’t have the faint-
est idea what direc-
tion to choose, but 
in the end I decided 
to do something practical so I chose  secon-
dary laboratory technicians training. It was 
practically oriented and we had to spend 
half the time in the chemistry room. 
Clearly, it wasn’t my thing, but I finished 
the year because my parents insisted on it. 
They wanted me to at least obtain the cer-
tificate. What I really wanted after high 
school was to go to the art academy, but my 
parents didn’t see the point. They were 
pretty sure you couldn’t make a living being 
an artist. So, after the lab year I had to make 
up my mind.  I come from a very down-to-
earth family and they wanted me to get an 
education, a diploma, so that I could pro-
vide for my livelihood. 

As a child I had been hospitalized a few 
times and what I mostly remembered about 
those episodes was that the atmosphere at 
the hospital was very amicable and cool, so 
I signed up for what was called at the time 
‘in-service nursing. It was training to be-
come a nurse, given by the hospital itself – 
because up to the mid-90s the hospitals in 
Holland would all train their own nurses. 
The quality of education was still good in 
those days. It was a four-year education. 
You started with seven months pre-
vocational training – only theory- and after 
that you began to work and every once in a 
while you got a course. I really enjoyed the 
work in spite of the fact that the hospital 
where I was trained had quite a few veteran 
nurses who were very strict. I was a rebel 
and I saw everything differently and it was-
n’t always easy to get along with the deeply 
conservative nurses. 

Nevertheless, I loved the job! It was very 
varied, and working with people of all ages, 
all walks of life and cultures was always 
interesting and never boring. However, it 
wasn’t challenging enough to stay a basic 
nurse so I applied for a combined CCU/ICU 
training site at the Gemini Hospital in Den 
Helder. I was a rookie when I was hired, 
only 23. It was 1995. The training lasted 
one and a half years; I was working at the 
Gemini Hospital and studying at VU Hospi-
tal in Amsterdam. Up until then it was my 
most challenging and toughest training. 
There were times you had to work at the top 
of your ability and it felt great. It was my 
first job that I felt a healthy tension while 
working, just like when I was mountain 
climbing, something I did for years. 

Around that same time I started travelling. 
First I went for a couple of months to India 
and Nepal. Later I went back to Nepal five 
more times. My last trip was in 2011. It’s 
hard to say something about the terrible 

earthquake that struck the country. It’s a 
horrible catastrophe, but not only because 
I’ve been there. Cities and villages I knew 
have been destroyed, but I didn’t know the 
people who lived there. For them it’s a total 
tragedy.  

In 2000 I quit my job, gave up my house, 
sold my stuff and bought a one-way ticket 
to Kathmandu, Nepal. Ultimately I spent 
one year roaming through Southeast Asia, 
of which almost six months on Pulau Weh, 
Sumatra, Indonesia, where I worked as a 
dive master. I left in 2001 and after the tsu-
nami on December 26th, 2004, I went back 
in the spring of 2005. Not much had hap-
pened on Pulau Weh because the ocean 
around it is very deep, but the mainland was 
completely ravaged.  

Travelling is something I learned at a very 
young age. We were a relatively adventur-
ous family. My father was an instructor for 
the Dutch Mountaineering Association and 
often my parents would take me and my 
older brother to the Alps to go rock climb-
ing. For me travelling stands for total free-
dom, but only for a limited amount of time, 
because at a certain moment you run out of 
money. So when the time came that I was 
penniless, I went back to Holland and was 
offered a job at the same hospital, at the 
emergency and ICU. 

Everything was back to normal, like I’d 
never left. However, I couldn’t get a perma-
nent contract. Then, an old classmate of 
mine from the ICU training had become the 
manager of an employment agency for peo-
ple who worked in health care and he 
wanted me on the ambulance in the north-
west part of Holland. Through the agency I 
took the ambulance training. Ultimately I 
worked for 13 years with the ambulance, 
80% of the time in Amsterdam. 

In 2005 I met Janita. She was an anesthe-
siologist assistant and we met during an 
outing of the employment agency. At first 
we were friends, but in 2006 it became a 
relationship and much later, it was already 
2009, we moved in together. She’s my total 
opposite. Where I am quiet and analytical, 

she is straight forward, a very lively person.  

In 2012 we came to Bonaire for vacation. 
We needed a break and it was the first vaca-
tion where I’d booked a hotel room upfront. 
From the moment we stepped off the plane, 
we felt at home. A friend of mine had been 
working at the hospital for six months and 
immediately we thought how incredibly 
cool it would be if we could work and live 
here too. The whole atmosphere of the is-
land, the tranquility and the temperature – it 
was just perfect. We went back to Holland 
and I applied for a job on Bonaire through 
an employment agency but it didn’t work 
out. In 2013 I wrote a letter of application 
to the hospital and finally I had several in-
terviews through Skype and we were in the 

final phase when it turned out that Janita 
was - unexpectedly but greatly desired - 
pregnant! We postponed the move for a 
year and when our son Kees was seven 
months old we came here. 

I became a nurse in the emergency room, 
the ambulance and the air ambulance. Janita 
is a full-time mom, but she does work two 
days a week in hospitality. It’s not possible 
yet to work part-time at the hospital, but 
that’s what she would like to do. In Holland 
she worked with great pleasure for 20 years 
full-time as an anesthesiology assistant, but 
now that we have Kees, she doesn’t want to 
work full-time anymore. In fact, it would be 
virtually impossible, because I’m working 
all different shifts and when I am on call for 
the air ambulance, somebody always has to 
be there for Kees. 

Another thing is that now that we have a 
child, we don’t want him to spend his life in 
a crèche. That can’t be the meaning of life. 
On the other hand I do realize that we are 
very privileged to come from a country 
where there are plenty opportunities to edu-
cate yourself, something which is unfortu-
nately not yet the case in many parts of the 
world.  

In my job I serve all the people of Bon-
aire: from the old, gracious Bonaireans to 
the new obnoxious Makambas and from the 

hard working Peruvians to the luxurious 
Americans and everybody in between. The 
difference between a hospital in Holland 
and here is mostly that I have a combined 
function, something that wouldn’t be possi-
ble there. Also, there are few layers in man-
agement and there are short lines of com-
munication and it’s nice to work like that. 
We have a great team, everybody is good-
humored and helpful. Of course I can only 
speak about emergency care which is cer-
tainly not inferior compared to a hospital in 
Holland. But there are limits considering 
diagnosis and treatment because of the size 
of the hospital and the number of people 
living on Bonaire. 

I have a contract for three years and ex-
cept for family, there is nothing to go back 
to in Holland anymore. We didn’t regret the 
move for one minute and the lack of 
choices makes life so much easier, it’s won-
derful! 

I’m very busy with my job and my sparse 
free time I spend with my family, because, 
when it comes to it, that’s the most impor-
tant thing in life and when we want to do 
something we go for a drive, we roam the 
east coast and we 
drink a beer at Don-
key Beach and watch 
the sun go down just 
like everybody else. 
Life is good.”     

Story & photos by 
Greta Kooistra 

“In my job I serve all the people of Bonaire: from 
the old, gracious Bonaireans to the new  

obnoxious Makambas and from the hard  
working Peruvians to the luxurious Americans 

and everybody in between.”  

Janita, baby Kees and Jeroen 
Jeroen on the job 

We will reduce your stress by: 
 
- Property Check-Ups 
- House sitting 
- Contractor Supervision 
- Gardening & Landscaping 
- Meet & Greet 
- Car pickup & Delivery 
- Shopping 
- Government Forms & Payments 
- Keeping you informed & more 
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ROCARGO  SERVICES, N.V. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
      
  

 

International Freight (Car) BV 
  

The ONLY company offering  
direct weekly consolidation  

services from Europe/Holland  
to Bonaire 

  

www.ifc-consolidators.nl 
  

Jupiterweg 1A (Ecopark) 
4761 RW Moerdijk, Holland 

Tel 31-(0) 168-40-94 94 

 
Offering DAILY  

Express Services from 
and to Bonaire 

  
For shipment tracking 

www.fedex.com 

The World On Time 

Kaya Industria 12, Kralendijk- Bonaire—N.A. 
717-8922 FAX 717-5791   Email:info@rocargo.com 

 

For All Your Shipping Needs 

Full service door to door by air  
and by sea.  

  

Customs clearance, transportation, 
warehousing.   

International and local relocation.  
Packing material in stock. 

  

Qualified and professional personnel. 
  

Timely, accurate and reliable  
ISO 9001: 2000 Certified 

  

Amcar Freight, Inc. 
  

The ONLY company  
offering direct weekly  
consolidation services 

from Miami, USA  
to Bonaire 

  
  

 www.amcarfreight.com 
 

Amcar Freight 
12600 NW 25 Street 

Suite 107 
Miami, Fl 33182 

 

 

A  Bonaire Reporter first:  Bonaire Ambas-
sadors and a Picture Yourself all-in-one. 

Howard and  Ginger Benassi  from Kingston, 
Mass., USA  were on the island in February and 
were honored for their 25th year of consecutive 
visits to Bonaire by being named Ambassadors. 

The right photo shows the snow scene at their home in Kingston when they arrived 
home from Bonaire on March 1.  They write: “The snow covered all the windows and 
doors on the first floor.  Our son brought in a front end loader to open up the driveway 
and doors to the house the day before we came home.  All the large piles of snow re-
minded us of all the salt piles in Bonaire.”   Howard wrote, “My wife, Ginger, is read-
ing the latest copy of the Bonaire Reporter in our yard with the huge snow pile in the 
background.  We had a total of about 9 feet of snow in 2 months.  Many roofs col-
lapsed from the weight of the snow.” 

They said they escaped dealing with the many blizzards of this past winter by being 
in Bonaire for the months of January and February but came home to another storm 
rain. They were honored this year for 25 years of visits to Bonaire by Helen Thode 
who herself is a great ambassador for Bonaire.  They say, “We have been blessed to 
have found Bonaire and consider it to be our home.  We have many friends there and 
would like to stay there longer but are limited by the 90-day restriction.”  

 

B ula recently reported the rumors about a new "Brazilian" style restaurant 
opening soon at the former location of Casablanca. Word was that beef picana 

and "Brazilian pizza" would be the specialties. Well, Bula has not left any stone un-
turned and discovered a "help wanted" ad looking for a "waiter/kitchen helper with 
experience in Charcoal BBQ", with the address of J.A. Abraham Blvd. 6....the loca-
tion of the former Casablanca. The website www.bluegardenpizza.com mentioned in 
the ad only shows a photo of an interesting looking pizza and not much more. Stay 
tuned! Still turning over stones! 

•Last issue Bula reported that the former Cafe del Mar was now t'Ankertje and 
under new management. Well, the "permit plague" seems to have struck again. Po-
lice issued a bulletin that a "horeca establishment" on Kaya CEB Hellmund was 
closed for failure to have the proper permits. Word on the street is that t'Ankertje 
was the target and that it is currently not open for business. 

•Mini crime wave?  Police reported several break-ins during the very early morning 
hours of May 28 and also June 1. Victims included the new notaris office on Kaya 
Gresia, the Selibon office on Kaya Industria, the botica on Kaya Grandi, a store on 
the second floor above the botica, a travel office on Kaya Grandi, and an aluminum 
company on Kaya Industria. Police report all cases are "under investigation".  

•Empire Cinema, Bonaire's open air movie theater in Hato, announces the 
world premiere of the new film "Jurassic World" on June 11. According to Em-
pire Cinema, it is a world premiere because it opens on Bonaire one day earlier than 
in the Americas and the Caribbean. The film is in English with Dutch subtitles. 

•Dive Friends Bonaire Retail store recently had their grand 
opening at their new location at the traffic circle in Hato. It's 
a spacious new store with LOTS of available parking. Word on 
the street is that lack of available parking space in the down-
town area coupled with high rent costs is causing many retailers 
to consider alternate locations.  

•The number of empty storefronts downtown is on the rise. 
Perhaps the "powers that be" need to come up with a parking solution before our 
"main street" becomes a ghost town. Bula suggests that all government (RCN and 
local) employees be required to park at the stadium and provide them 
with a shuttle service to their place of employment. Why not give it a 
try during "non-cruise" ship season and put all those funky little cara-
vans to work during their off-season.    Bula Bonchi 

Items not necessarily confirmed but are being talked about “on the street” 
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WHY WE LOVE BONAIRE 
 Dear Editor: 
After 21 years Mary and I are selling our house in 

Hato, which we used three or four all these years.  We’ll 
come back for two or three weeks each year, but the 
house sale is causing us to walk down memory lane, 
with so many wonderful memories!  Everyone has their 
“why we love Bonaire list,” and here is ours: 

  
Bonaire is such a friendly island, with 70 nation-

alities that get along and enjoy the diversity 
It’s a happy island; people in cars smile; locals 

say, “Bon Dia” and people live in the “now”  
It’s a simple life – shorts and T-shirts, a slower 

pace 
A contagious spirit of helpfulness – everyone 

helps everyone.  Brad had a flat tire in a poor 
neighborhood on Bonaire, and residents came 
out to help.  President Obama said he’d cross 
the street rather than risk walking by four 
young African Americans, but on Bonaire we 
pick up hitchhikers of all colors and feel per-
fectly safe 

Kralendijk, with colorful buildings; the drive into 
town along the sea, from the north, is one the 
prettiest drives in the world with the colorful 
blue sea, old buildings, yachts, and many cul-
tures hanging out together enjoying life 

Rincon, a pretty, colorful native town dating back 
to 1537; lunch at Rose Inn 

SCUBA diving on the dramatic east coast (rays, 
tarpon, eels, big fish) and the west coast (Hilma 
Hooker, Salt Pier, and so many more sites); 
snorkeling and wind surfing too 

Free diving with record holder Carlos Coste 
Snorkeling in front of our house: so many fish 

species - "mango" Rainbow Parrot fish - Squid 
- Gobies – and an occasional resident Octopus 
and Southern Stingray 

Sitting by the sea; breakfast, lunch, drinks, with 
water lapping up on shore; beautiful sunsets; 
we love the sound of the surf! 

Friends on the island; with so many nationalities, 
our friends are far more diverse than they are in 
Chicago 

Fun meals at so many unique restaurants 
Karel’s Bar, where old and young, rich and poor, 

and all nationalities enjoy the atmosphere  
Donkeys and goats roaming around (not a common 

site in Chicago) 
The drive around the south side, with spectacular 

pink, blue, green colors and mountains of salt 
The drive to the north, (Gotomeer) with the sea on 

the left, an inland lake in the hills, and flamin-

gos; 2000-year-old inscriptions; waves pound-
ing onto the shore 

Sunsets at Seru Largo, overlooking the island 
Lac Cai, with fun windsurfing, dancing, tasty 

lunches, and people watching 
Riding a bike north, along the sea – beautiful views 

of the sea 
Adventuresome outings, like to Spelunk light-

house and investigating caves on the gravel 
road to Rincon 

Shopping at several grocery stores to find unusual 
things to cook 

Birds – all sorts of interesting, beautiful birds sing-
ing to us all day, joining us under the gazebo 
for food, joined by lizards, iguanas, and geckos 

Bonaire is improving  -- the  infrastructure (septic 
system, hospital and roads); reefs are coming 
back; the island feels safer  

Memories like Brad’s “Don’t Eat the Reef Fish” 
initiative, with Capt’n Don, though the effort 
failed; over the years we produced several fun 
plays; dinner cruises on the Samur; the visit by 
the king and queen in Rincon 

    Brad S.  
 

LIBRARY LAMENT 

Dear Editor, 
 Why is our library so far from town center? Years 

ago, when it moved from town to the end of Kaya 
Korona, it was to be temporary. Now it looks like it will 
stay forever there and this is really not  the best  location 
for it  to be. 

The library should be easily reached by everybody. Its 
a public place that should be visited by young and old. 
But our library is on such a dangerous road and so far 
from town that children can never go there on their 
own.  So they need their parents and a car which is not 
easy with the always working parents these days. 

Also for very old people it’s hard to reach there be-
cause they must depend on others.  

What a pity for the newspapers waiting to be read, the 
many good  books, the unused computers. 

If  the library was in town, working people could reach 
it easily during their break or after work. People could 
drop their children there while shopping. People with no 
car or who cannot drive can visit there by walking while 
visiting the town  center.  

Now who will cross that very busy Kaya Korona only
 for a book at the library? Not many people, or kids and 
old ones, and students not at all. That is why our public 
library is always empty. No public.  So this very impor-
tant public place is missing its purpose. It’s a pity be-
cause it could be such a nice meeting point. 

The library has become very nice and now has very 
good books and offers the use of computers. For children 
and youngsters this should be a place to study, a place to 
enjoy, stimulate and exercise reading, to look for infor-
mation, to study on the computer, to participate in sci-
ence and art projects, to update with news, and for the 
little ones to enjoy a story telling afternoon by the work-
ers of the library. But no, its not possible. It’s always 
empty because  of its location. 

The library is missing its purpose.  Please let it 
move back fast to town so that  we can enjoy our 

beautiful library with all the interesting facilities it 
has now! 

          A member of society 
  

 
BONAIRE MARATHON 

Dear editor: 
In the last edition of The Reporter, there was an 

article on having a marathon run on Bonaire. The 
article closed with the phrase "when will the first 
marathon on Bonaire be?" So this is the question that 
triggered me to write this email.   

I participate in a running group called "Bonaire 
Runners." We practice two days a week together and 
some of us practice an extra day by ourselves. We 
love long distance running and our group has a lot of 
experience with half and full marathons. We did the 
most runs in Holland and participate in every event 
that is on Bonaire. We are also wondering when the 
next half or even full marathon will be on Bonaire. 
First we had our hopes up on Forsa. They would like 
to organize a half marathon, but the latest news is that 
the plan is off. We are very sorry about that. 

After introducing our group to you I was thinking 
why don't we bring runners together to talk about 
what is necessary to plan an event like a marathon? 
Who loves to put the effort in to and how we get the 
sponsors and so on...... Would it not be great to start 
an event like this?  

                                              Mary Tielman 
If you are interested Contact Mary Tielman at 

mary.tielman@gmail.com  

Editor’s note:  in the past Bonaire runners were 
active in marathon competitions. In Curacao's 
Third Annual Marathon in December 2001 runners 
from Bonaire took third, fourth, fifth and sixth 
places overall.  
The awesome wins were made by: police officer 
Ronald Schleper - first in his class of 40 to 44-year 
olds (3 hours, 40 minutes); teacher Wim Olde - first in 
his class of 45 to 49-year olds (3 hours, 58 minutes); 
Budget Rent a Car Manager "DJ" Methorst - first in 
his class of 32 to 34-year olds (4 hours, 5 minutes); and 
one-time Bonaire resident Tijnen Vermaas - second in 
his class of 40 to 44- year olds (4 hours, 17 minutes). 

DJ crosses the 
finish line 

Library Internet 
café     OLB photo 
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Instruction for Energy Medicine 
Coming to Bonaire 

Friday, June 19th,  Energetic Touch 1 9am to 6 pm  

Energetic Touch 1- is Energy based therapeutic approach to healing. You will learn hands on 
techniques that bring the energy system into balance and harmony to promote self-healing. This 
class is life changing and you will leave with skills for healing yourself and others. You will re-
ceive a Certificate of Completion so you can start practicing immediately. ET is done is hospitals, 
wellness centers and private practices throughout the world 
The Energetic Touch Class will teach you: About the Chakra system, How to relieve pain, anxi-
ety, and stress, Charka Connection, Mind Clearing, Magnetic Clearing 

 

Saturday, June 20th,   Energetic Touch 2 9am to 6pm 
Energetic Touch 2- This is an advanced class for experienced energy medicine practitioners. The class will 
give instruction, concepts, and skills to further develop energy based therapies knowledge and practice. 
Strong dedication to personal growth encouraged. A Certificate of completion is given at end of class. This is 
a deeply profound energy medicine class!  

 

Energetic Touch 2 will teach you:  Chelation- a technique to become a multi-dimensional healer, 
Back work, Charka Repair work, Energy Block clearings 

This class is an advanced practice class in energy medicine, experience with the chakra system 
strongly recommended 

 

Fee: $133.00 per class both classes: $250.00   

To register please email Susan at blueskyz@idiom.com  
Local Contact Donna DeSalvo   795-9332 or stop by Penny Lane 

 

 

Instructor: Susan De Salvo-Reed is a Healing Touch Certified Practitioner and Instructor, Member of the 
Healing Touch Board of Directors, Wellness Coach and Nurse of over 25 years’ experience. She is returning 
and will be offering two special classes just for Bonaire. She has held classes on the island for several 
years. She has been teaching Healing Touch and Energetic Touch in acute hospitals, hospices and wellness 
centers nationally and internationally. Her passions lead her to blend therapies for the best client care. Susan 
is an activist when it comes to Energy Medicine and Lifestyle Management. She believes healing comes 
through the body/mind connection. In her own words, “my quest is to bridge the gap between allopathic 
medicine and complementary medicine”, she states, “this is the place where true wellness within can be 
found.”  

Bonaire/Kralendijk –  

M aysen Mercera is learn-
ing mechanics. He is 14 

and he is the new trainee at De 
Freewieler, the bicycle shop lo-
cated at Kaya Grandi #61, the 
blue building, in down town Kral-
endijk. He is studying to be a car 
mechanic in high school under  
the guidance of his teacher, Joost 
Wilderdink. The relationship be-
tween De Freewieler and the 
Scholengemeenschap 
(Community High School) Bon-
aire has existed for some years 
now, and on a regular basis train-
ees are allowed to experience all 
aspects of two wheelers.  

De Freewieler sells and repairs 
road bikes, mountain bikes and 
Dutch bikes. The shop specializes 
in Giant, Bikkel and Golden Lion bikes. 

Frank Bohm, the owner of De Freewieler, says, “All shops can sell bikes but 
maintenance is something completely different. Modern bikes are getting more and 
more refined and complicated. Nowadays a lot of bikes have front and/or rear sus-
pension, effective V-brakes, disc brakes and hydraulic operated brakes. Some bikes 
have up to 27 gears and it takes a lot of knowledge and experience to keep these 
bikes in a perfect condition. Running a modern bicycle shop is not just repairing 
tubes and tires anymore!” 

Maysen Mercera likes the work as a trainee. He laughs and informs me. He is a 
real Bonairean (although born on Curacao/jb). He finished classes at the Reina 
Beatrix School. Now he is a student at SGB, class three. As a trainee he works 40 
hours a week for three weeks. Maysen is a nice and quick learning young Bonairean 
with a willing and open mind. An island like Bonaire really needs chaps like this 
enthusiastic guy.   Story & photo by Jan Brouwer 

Maysen Mercera  

O n Saturday May 30th Tene 
Boneiru Limpi, Selibon, Plaza 

Resort Bonaire and Boneiru Duradero 
organized a first time clean up event 
especially for youngsters. The main 
goal of AWARE was to create aware-
ness with regard to litter amongst the 
youth of Bonaire.  

About 250 youngsters between the 
ages of 12 – 25 showed up last Satur-
day morning to lend a helping hand to 
keep Bonaire clean. The youth were 
often accompanied by helpful parents, 
motivated community leaders or in-
volved teachers. One of the largest 
groups, with over 40 volunteers, was 
baseball group Stars. The Junior Rang-
ers were well represented and there was 
also a group from Jong Bonaire. Most 
group sizes ranged between 10 and 20 
participants, but there were also 
smaller groups with just three or four 
people. Rento Fun and Bonaire Tours 
transported groups to and from clean 
up sites. The clean up concentrated on 
streets near the center of Playa. Antriol 
proved to be the bario with the most 
litter and illegal dumping sites. 

 
The two-hour clean up had an in-

credible result: 3,500 kilos of waste 
collected. The organization was pleas-
antly surprised by the positive tenacity 
of Bonaire’s youth to rid Bonaire’s 
nature of as many bottles as possible. 
Beer bottles were the most collected 
item. But groups with their own trans-
portation also brought in larger dumped 
items, such as rusted washing machines 
and rickety furniture.  

In their eagerness to clean up Bonaire 
some groups overstuffed their garbage 
bags, which made it impossible for the 
Selibon pick up team to collect them by 
hand. However, Selibon promised that 
they will use heavy equipment to re-
move the bags no later than Tuesday 
June 2nd. 

 
On return to the Plaza Medio Ambi-

ente all teams received a free entrance 
ticket for a Dance Party that same eve-
ning and then went home for some well
-deserved rest.  

The Dance Event was held at Plaza 
Resort Bonaire where our local and 
very talented DJs: Chris Beat, DJs Ve-

loce, and DJ MARVV entertained the 
crowd and created an excellent party 
vibe. Raynel Cecilia (Bon FM) made a 
successful debut as Bonaire’s newest 
DJ. The audience was also treated to a 
surprise performance by Curaçao rap-
pers, Rashid Hato and Edrich Kopra. 
Coca Cola sponsored a graffiti wall 
where all participants could spray their 
own name. The graffiti panels will be 
on display at Selibon. During the event 
a clean up group named Jelly Beans 
were declared the “winner” of this 
year’s youth clean up AWARE. They 
collected the most waste per person, 
17.8 kilos. 

The hot tunes and cool beats of the 
AWARE Dance Event were supposed 
to last until 1 in the morning, but unfor-
tunately Plaza Resort decided to pull 
the plug half an hour early, due to com-
plaints from their guests. The organiza-
tion regretted the premature and abrupt 
end of an otherwise successful party 
night.  

Tene Boneiru Limpi, Selibon and 
Boneiru Duradero consider AWARE to 
be a great success and consider orga-
nizing it as an annual recurring event. 

AWARE was made possible by many 
sponsors and volunteers. Special thanks 
to: Bon Kousa, Massive Productions, 
Coca Cola, Dasani, Rento Fun, Bonaire 
Tours, Van den Tweel Supermarket, 
Kooyman, Flamingo Communications, 
Young & Talented, Hype Events, Tene 
Boneiru Limpi, Bonaire Logistics, 
Plaza Resort Bonaire, Selibon and 
Boneiru Duradero. 

 
Visit the Facebook page of Selibon 

N.V and Boneiru Duradero Portal for 
all photos of the event.  Photo taken at 
dance party below. Press release 

And the winners are…. 
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TUNG FONG 
STORE N.V. 

  

 
“The Store With Almost 

Everything” 

Kaya Korona 52  Tel. 599 - 717 4224  FAX. 599 - 717 5224 

Opening hours: 8.30 am - 12.30 pm, 2.30 pm - 6.30 pm 
Open from Monday till Saturday.  Sundays closed.  

 

Kaya Grandi 32B, down a bit in the alley in 
between Best Pearls and Gio’s Ice Parlor 

Experienced Staff  
  

Eye Exams on site 
  

Advanced Equipment  
  

Lens Fabrication 
  

Top Brands: 
Ray Ban, Oakley,  
Lacoste, Chanel 

“BONAIREAN PEOPLE HAVE A 
GREAT HUNGER FOR EDUCATION - 

THEY ARE EAGER TO IMPROVE THEIR 
LOT IN LIFE” 

 

“T here’s this young woman, 22 
years old, with two children 

She had one year of SGB high school 
but had to drop out when she became 
pregnant. She had no job and was living 
with her two children on a government 
allowance of less than $200 per month 
in a house with a lot of other people. 
There came a time that her situation 
became so desperate that referred by 
local police, social workers, or at her 
own initiative, she ended up at Forma.” 
Speaking is Inge Berben, director and 
project leader of FORMA for the last 
nine years.  

“When the girl came to us we did an 
intake, evaluation and considered even-
tual problems– financial, psychological 
or health problems as well as the hous-
ing situation and whether there are 
problems with alcohol or drugs. We test 
general skills to get an idea how inde-
pendent someone is. After this we de-
cide which route this person is going to 
follow and with what assistance. We 

discuss it with the client, and if she 
agrees we sign a contract. Then daycare 
and/or after school care is arranged and 
paid for her children, and she herself 
gets $188 monthly. (FORMA gets that 
amount from the government). How-
ever, the moment she gets her monthly 
allowance from us, the government 
allowance she previously got is can-
celled. The girl has to come to school at 
Forma for five days a week, but if she 
doesn’t show up without giving any 
notice then those days are cut in her 
allowance – which is also part of the 
work training.  

Presently we have 120 youngsters in 
the house who are studying MBO 1 or 
Social Opportunity Direction. We have 
70 adults who are following literacy 
training. Every single person gets a 
mentor and is assisted by social ser-
vices if necessary, and each and every 
one gets an individual learning/
treatment plan.  

 

“In 2013,” Berben explains, 
“FORMA became the first educational 
institution on the three BES islands to 
achieve the Dutch standard for basic 
quality of education which was a huge 
milestone for us. We are a foundation 
for adult education which consists of 
four divisions.  

• Department for adult literacy 
training for people aged 18 and 

older who cannot (or not suffi-
ciently) read and write.  

• Social Opportunity Direction for 
young people –ages 18-24- who 
have no basic qualifications, who 
attended for instance only elemen-
tary school, are unemployed and 
who have no prospect of a job.  

I would like to mention that our wish 
for the future is that the age limit of 24 
be extended so that many more people 
can step up and be accommodated. 

• MBO 1 – Vocational Education for 
people 18 and older as well as 
youngsters, 16 and 17, who are 

placed with us by the school atten-
dance officer because they did not 
get appropriate education at SGB 
high school. At MBO 1 people can 
obtain a diploma in hospitality, con-
struction and what we call AKA, 
which stands for generally qualified 
labor assistant. Graduates can im-
mediately start working after ob-
taining a diploma. From January 
2016 we will also introduce subjects 
like agriculture, landscaping, trade, 
technology and care. MBO 1 will 

(Continued on page 19) 

 

AUTOCITY B.V.  Kaya Finlandia 9   Tel 717AUTOCITY B.V.  Kaya Finlandia 9   Tel 717AUTOCITY B.V.  Kaya Finlandia 9   Tel 717---7800   7800   7800   
Email: bonaire@autocityEmail: bonaire@autocityEmail: bonaire@autocity---bv.com  Fax 717bv.com  Fax 717bv.com  Fax 717---525452545254   

 

FORMA's management team - from the left to the right: Saskia de Bliek, 
Marie Craane, Fernon Koeiman, Pierre Perigault Monte, Inge Berben and 
Lianne Dam.  Not pictured: Soraida Mensche and Margie Pourier-Thode 

 

 Visit our Auto Show at 
Super Store - 20 June 

photo by Greta Kooistra 
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 I  have good news about special plants 
with rare facts.  

 

Let me start with the photo of the 
succulents that grow along our shores 
where the sea is rough like on the way 
to Sorobon.  
Once I was there with a friend from St. 
Maarten who picked some of the full 
round green and red beads, cut them 
into pieces and ate them. I was aston-
ished. But as a nature lover and curious 
I needed to know how they tasted so I 
tried some too and they are delicious. 

He said, as a cook, he often uses 
some of these beads in his salad reci-
pes. Cut into pieces they give a nice 
soft salty taste with a crunchy bite. 
People with diabetes can use these 
beads to give their food and soup a 
tasteful flavor. And for sure they’re 
healthy too, growing on unspoiled 
beaches, watered by sea, lying in the 
sun (not in a cooler). Nothing chemical 
there. Wow! And last but not least it’s 
all there for free. Enjoy pure nature! 

There is more healthy stuff in nature, 
growing right here. (Once I start, I can-
not stop talking about this.) The cactus 
types are special too. There are differ-
ent types, known under local names: 
Datu or Yatu, Infrou, Bolcactus, 
Kadushi , Kadushi di Pushi  and  
Schijfcactus.  

On Bonaire the Kadushi is a popular 
one. In the past locals used it a lot  to 
make soup, and the older people still 
do. The soup tastes great and is one of 
nature’s healthy goodies too. Here is 

the recipe: 
Between the green skin and the white 

inside of the Kadushi is a light green 
part. Cut away the skin and throw away 
the white inside. Just this light green 
part is used for the soup. Cut some on-
ion, garlic, (salted) beef or salted pig 
tail or fish, sea food, fresh herbs and 
spices and let them cook together in a 
big pot with water for a while. Then 
add whole okra (yambo), the  cut up 
kadushi and whole corn to the soup 
with some bay leaves. Let cook for a 
while and there you have your classic 
Kadushi soup. 

For vegetarians this soup without 
meat is nice too. Just add more veggies. 
The soup can become slimy, especially 

if you cut the okra. Most locals like it 
very slimy. 

Now also popular on Bonaire are the 
Kadushi liqueurs made right here in 
Rincon. It’s also a good base for other 
cocktails. 

Datu or Yatu is a pillar cactus and  
protected. It’s popular in the Antilles to 
make fences with wire and sticks. You 
see them around the old kunukus. It’s 
said, “to keep the goats inside and the 
thieves outside.” 

The Datu is also used to make a musi-
cal instrument—a “rain sticker”-as well 
as cactus sponges to massage the body. 
Their fruit, the red fig full of juice and 
sweet as sugar, is delicious. You will 

be lucky to find them as the Loras will 
most likely beat you to them.  

In Malta the figs are made into 
"schijfcactus," a liqueur called Bajtra. 
In Mexico, cactus filled with vegeta-
bles is a popular food known as que-
sadilla.  

The Bol Cactus, also protected, has 
small red seeds which taste very nice. 
Children here showed me how to pick 
the seeds from the cactus. Now I under-
stand why the kids love to eat these 
seeds.  

So,  if you are fed up with cooking 
the same things every day, here are 
some interesting things to try. And if 
you don’t succeed the first time it’s  no 
problem because 
nature has enough 
for you to try 
again. 

Story & photos by 
Angliet, Nature 
Lover 

 

Spectacular setting for lunch and dinner  
Try torch-lit dining on the beach 

The Harbour Village seaside La Balandra restaurant  is open for  
Lunch & Dinner 7 days a week—Call for a reservation 717-7500 

Think of Harbour Village for your special events, weddings, engagement  
parties & corporate events. Meeting rooms and catering available.  

For special arrangements and quotes, please call or  
email   labalandra@harbourvillage.com  

Harbour Village Beach Club 
Phone # 717-7500  

Kaya Gobernador N. Debrot 71 
Bonaire, Dutch Caribbean 

Bonaire’s most  
enchanting location ! 

Schijfcactus 
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On The  
Waterfront at 

The  Harbour  
Village Marina 

— 

Owned 
and  

operated 
by a 

French 
Master 

Reservations: Tel: 717-7070 
email: info@bistrodeparis.com 

 

Zazu Bar at the Harbour Village Marina 
Open:: Mon-Fri 3-10 pm, Sat: 5-10 pm 

Bar menu available 
Tel: 717-7070 

email: info@bistrodeparis.com 

 

 This is the 137th of a Reporter series 
of articles by J@n (wear a helmet) 
Brouwer, featuring some of Bonaire’s 
interesting vehicles and persons that are 
“on wheels.” Up to at least 200 articles! 

 
YELLOW LIGHTNING FLASHES OVER 

THE ISLAND — THE BURTON 

 

Santa Barbara/Bonaire –  

O n a regular basis a yellow col-
ored sports car passes my house. 

I recognize the vehicle as a Burton, a 
handmade polyester two-seater, based 
on the chassis of a French made Citroen 
2CV, also known in Europe as “ugly 
duck!” One day the driver passed again, 
honking at me. I wave. He stops the car, 
grabs the original “Burton knob” and 
shifts the gearbox into reverse. Then he 
parks his car in front of my house. The 
characteristic sound of a two-cylinder 
air-cooled four-stroke engine with push 
rods idling. We introduce ourselves and 
start to talk about the car, Andre Cit-
roen, life on the island. We exchange e-
mail-addresses. 

Months go by. The car passes by 

again. The driver uses the screaming 
police siren, originally mounted on an 
all-American Harley Davidson built in 
the 50s. Now there is time for another 
intensive talk and a photo shoot. 

This Burton is, like all Burtons, hand-
made in the Netherlands. The little 
sports car is the product of the creativity 
of two brothers, Iwan and Dimitri 
Goebel. They have their factory in Zut-
phen, near Deventer, and this car carries 
a metal badge, reading: “Burton body 
number 0059, built by Duckhunt.” The 
present owner, Evert Zwart, from the 
Netherlands, informs me about all the 
details of the vehicle: “This handmade 
Burton is based on the chassis of a real 
Citroen 2CV. Originally this “ugly 
duck” was constructed in France in 
1984. The car is equipped with a two-
cylinder, four-stroke engine, size: 605 
cc, with forced air-cooling and a four-
speed gearbox. Disc brakes are mounted 
in the front, close to the gearbox. The 
rear has two drum brakes. Wheel sus-
pension is hydraulic/mechanical. Road 
holding and braking are excellent be-
cause of the low weight of the vehicle 
and the low gravity point. This is vehicle 

number 59 and it was built in the 90s. 
This Burton played a role in the Dutch 
movie: “Verliefd op Ibiza” (In love on 
Ibiza/jb) with Katja Schuurman (an at-
tractive Dutch actress/jb) playing an 
important role. Burtons have an all poly-
ester body. The material is through and 
through colored and very easy to repair. 
The mounted body is very ridged and 
strong and you can easily walk over it if 
you want. This car is, as all Citroen 
2CV’s, very basic. You can even crank 
the engine by hand!” 

Then Evert starts his horizontal twin 
and jumps into the car. I join him. Off 
we go! Acceleration is very good for 
only 605 ccs. The car is real light weight 
with good road holding. Suspension is 
the ultimate, cornering is fast. Uphill we 
go, revving up the air cooled engine. 
Plenty of power, good handling, good 
braking. The excitement of open air and 
wind through your hair. The produced 

sound is excellent and no radio is 
needed. People wave at us and Evert 
uses his American police siren again. 
This is fun! Up the hill, down the hill, 
cornering, accelerating, braking. Steer-
ing is very direct, road holding is very 
good. A high level experience! Then we 
turn the vehicle and we cruise along the 
coast, the beaches and the boulevard. 
Time to go home again. We stop in Hato 
and Evert parks the car. The engine runs 
smoothly, picks up quickly, idles satis-
fied… This is fun! If only Andre Citroen 
could have experienced this! 

Those days, way back in history, be-
fore World War II, Andre Citroen de-
signed the first 2CV. The car had to 
have four doors, easy removable seats 
and a lot of ground clearance. A farmer 
had to be able to drive the car from farm 
to farm, transporting a bucket filled with 

(Continued on page 13) 

THE BURTON 
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To start advertising call Laura at 786-6518 Email: Laura@bonairenews.com  

• Advertising clutter is not a problem on the pages of 
The Bonaire Reporter because of the modern layout and 
criteria for advertisers.  There is no cheap-looking adver-
tising on the front page to distract.  

• The Reporter is in  English– The language of bargains 
and business (just check ads in other media). 

• Because of its ethical policies and neutral politics 

readers trust and more readily believe the Bonaire Re-
porter advertising.  

• We’ll even build your ad for free. Your advertising can 
be tailored to any budget.   

• The twice monthly Bonaire Reporter schedule gives 
advertisers the opportunity for multiple exposures at an 
economical price.   On Line and In Print! 

 
‘A DREAM COMES TRUE FOR INGRID 

MORALES’ 
 

Y ou can find Ingrid selling her deli-
cious and healthy syrups and 

juices under the tree outside Paradise 
Photo, on the corner of Les Galeries shop-
ping mall.  

“I’m here every morning, Monday 
through Saturday – except for Thursday – 
from 7:30am until 11:30am. It has always 
been my dream and finally I made the 
decision and I applied for the permit and 
the hygienic service card. Once I got the 
papers I started,” Ingrid says “and now I 
have my own little business. 

I sell bottles of fresh concentrated tama-

rind syrup for $5. -  and also bottles of 
fresh parchita (passion fruit), tamarind 
and grapefruit juice. Those cost $1.75 at 
the moment, but the price depends a little 
bit  on the price of the bottles.  

In the future I’m also going to sell awa 
di lamoenchi (lime juice) because many 
people ask for it. Everything comes from 
our kunuku – Hoffi Ambiente Natural – 
where I have my tamarind trees, but pas-
sion fruit and grapefruit I buy. 

So I’m here, right under the tree, in the 
middle of nature, but also in the center of 
town! It’s a very good spot! All kinds of 
people pass by all morning and it’s very 
lively and entertaining; I’m selling well 
and I’m having a great time!”  Story & 
photo by Greta Kooistra 

 

T he 11th Prokids Bonaire 
Freestyle & Slalom Champi-

onship is set for July 3-5. This year 
the event is dedicated to a very tal-
ented windsurfer with a remarkable 
20 years experience in the sport. The 
talented Bjorn Saragoza (above) has 
been windsurfing since he was three 
years old, with his first appearance in 
Baby Class in the Bonaire Sailing 
Regatta in 1997. From then on he 
won lots of  prizes and is currently in 
the top 10 Overall Ranking of the 
PWA WORLD TOUR at 7th place 
(2014).  

The Prokids Bonaire Committee 
together with Aquaspeed Windsurfers 
Bonaire Association would like to 

invite the local community and island 
visitors abroad to be at the Sorobon 
Beach Event Site from July 3-5, 
2015. Swing by to cheer and support 
the talented youngsters, young men 
and women and also the professional 
windsurfers and other beach sports 
such as “Bolas Criollas” during the 
11th Prokids Bonaire Freestyle & 
Slalom Championship 2015.  

Sponsors include: TELBO NV, 
MCB Bonaire NV, Government of 
Bonaire, Starboard, TCB and all other 
sponsors who are collaborating with 
us. For more information regarding 
the Prokids event, visit our Facebook 
page: Prokids Windsurfing Bonaire. 
 Press release 
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Penny Lane is on the second floor of La Terraza, downtown Kralendijk 
Kaya Grandi #23-G, Second Floor —Across from Gio’s Ice Cream,  

Shopping Hours: Tues: 10am to 5:30;  Weds & Thurs: 10:30 to 5:30    
Friday: 10am to 5:30  Saturday: 11am to 4:00pm Closed – Sun. and Mon. 

Phone 599-795-9332  Facebook: pennylaneexchange  
  Email:  Pennylanebonaire@hotmail.com 

Kralendijk/Bonaire –  

B eginning  Monday, June 8, 
the art exposition of sisters, 

Agnes and Riet, will be officially 
open. Mosaic art, some 20 pieces, 
are displayed at the office of the 
Tourism Corporation Bonaire, lo-
cated in the Kaya Grandi  #2. Ad-
mission is free and the exposition is 
open to the public during opening 
hours of the TCB office. 

The last few weeks were very 
busy for Riet Sealy and Agnes Joos-
ten as they had to do a lot of last 
minute things to prepare for their 
first official exposition of mosaic 
art. Last Friday most work was done 
and from Monday, June 8, the expo-
sition is open for the public. 

“It all started more than 10 years 
ago,” Riet Sealy explains. “In 2003 
my sister Agnes and I went to 
Europe to celebrate the 80th birthday 
of our mother with six (!/jb) other 
sisters. During that trip we also went 

to Barcelona. There we got im-
pressed by the art of Antoni Gaudi, 
the Spanish Catelan architect who is 
famous for his magnus opus: the 
Sagrada Familia. In the Parque 
Guell we all got impressed by his 
art, using broken ceramics and tiles.  

Upon returning to Bonaire I went 
to Curacao where I found a little 
booklet which told me about how to 
learn the art of mosaics in two after-
noons. I discovered very soon that 
two afternoons were not enough. 
The following year I flew to the 
Netherlands to take a workshop in 
mosaics. Then at least I learned 
about the technique. The inspiration 
had to come by itself as on an island 
like Bonaire you really have to im-
provise.  

My first “project” was the decora-
tion of the top of an old French 
wrought iron folding table, those 
tables and chairs we know from the 
terraces of French bars and local 

restaurants. And I continued as I had 
seen the light. People liked my work 
and wanted to order projects and 
buy my work. A table and a color 
scheme to fit their furniture.  

But I did not like to work on as-
signment. It took away the fun and 
my creativity. Then I decided to 
start a workshop on Bonaire and 
five students joined me. One of 
them was my sister, Agnes, who 
also had been in Barcelona.” 

“My sister started with that French 
table in 2004” Agnes Joosten says. 
“I really liked her work, but I did 
not have the foggiest clue about how 
she did it. She started with the table 
and soon she decorated benches and 
seats and sculptures and even a wall 
in the garden of her house, inspired 
by the shadow of a tree, created by 
the light of the sun. So, I joined the 
workshop and then I was one of my 
sister’s students. Now we are both 
inspired and infected by the secrets 
of the mosaics.  

Sometimes we even work together 
on one project. She takes over, I 
take over. The co-operation is very 
pleasant and informal. We use tiles, 
shells, wood, mirrors, half marbles, 
decoration material, mother of pearl. 
All parts we glue and cement on a 
surface of wood or stone. This is a 
kind of ‘applied art.’ Do not ask us 
about the how or the what. We just 
like to create this kind of art as the 
process gives us a feeling of rest, 
peace and happiness.”   Story & 
photo by Jan Brouwer 

 

T he two Green-winged Macaw parrots, Baby and 
Stanley, that were a feature at Captain Don's 

Habitat and Rum Runners restaurant for almost 30 
years are moving to a new home six times larger than 
their old one.  Because Stanley and Baby have been 
captive for so long and are not native to Bonaire, it is 
not possible for them to be released into the wild. On 
Monday, May 25th, Stanley and Baby moved to de-
luxe quarters right here on Bonaire in a shaded area 
surrounded by mango trees in the lush area of Dos 
Pos, ECHO's Conservation Center.  Captain Don's 
Habitat is very grateful for the efforts of Dierenbesch-
erming Bonaire, the Dutch Army and ECHO with the 
generous funding of BamBam Construction and Car-
ibbean Homes. If you would like to visit Baby and 
Stanley and find out more about the work ECHO does 
on behalf of Bonaire's birds, you can tour their conser-
vation center every Wednesday at 4:30. Visit their 
website at www.echobonaire.org for more informa-
tion.  Donate to Echo and support Stanley and Baby in 
the manner they have now come to expect.   
                                                         Press release 

Echo 

Photo 
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From Bonaire Nautico Marina in front of  
It Rains Fishes Restaurant 

BONAIRE NAUTICO MARINA At It Rains Fishes Restaurant  

Call Henk at 560-7254 / Bob 786-5399  info@bonairenauticomarina.com /VHF 68  

THE ONLY WALKON / 

Catamaran KANTIKA DI AMOR up 
to 27 adults or larger catamaran 
KANTIKA TOO up to  50 adults 

Also available for group trips 

Daily trips via resorts 10 am, 12, 2 pm  

YACHTSMEN! Tie up dockside for min. $10/day+ tax  (max 1.90 meter draft),  

fresh eggs, a couple of bottles of wine and a goat 
in the back. To transport a massive goat the 
farmer was allowed to remove the rear seats. The 
first 2CV’s were equipped with a roll-up-roll-
down canvas roof from the front wind shield to 
the rear bumper so the rear hood was also part of 
the canvas roof. Windshield wipers were hand 
operated and the six-volt generator produced just 
enough electricity for the single eccentric 
mounted head lamp. 2CV’s were cheap, light, 
simple and economical. Then World War II over-
came Europe so Andre Citroen hid his prototypes 
and drawings. After the war only one model was 
found again. 

As the Citroen 2CV “ugly duck” is basic, ele-
mentary, primitive and rural the Burton in a way 
also is. A standard Burton is not even equipped 
with doors. On the other hand a Burton has a 
very nice interior with a Formula One detachable 
steering wheel made from aluminum and wood, 
made by Moto~Lita, a speedometer, odometer, 
rev-counter, oil pressure gauge, volt meter, real 
windshield wipers and an aluminum gear shift 
knob. No fuel gauge is needed as a standard Bur-
ton has two dipsticks: one in the engine sump to 
check the oil level and one, hidden under the 
aluminum tank cap, to check the amount of fuel 
left in the gas tank. Luckily the Burton consumes 
little fuel because of its ultra-light weight and its 
aerodynamic shape. (Evert has a fuel gauge 
mounted as an extra meter in the dash board of 
his yellow monster.) 

Upholstery, steering wheel center and rims of 

this bright yellow colored Burton are purple. 
Evert shows me the secret of the detachable 
steering wheel and mounts the tonneau cover. 
There is also the possibility of covering the cabin 
with a so called vinyl soft top. Evert shows me a 
brochure with models and extras. One extra is an 
aluminum bar between the only windshield and 
the rear of the cabin. Two so called “gull wings” 
can be mounted as an option like on the very 
expensive Mercedes sports cars built in the 50s. 

Everts’ pride and joy is Bonaire registered as B
-3031. Apart from the Citroen parts (made in 
France) all parts are made in Holland: the body, 
the grille, the split windows, the step-on badges 
on the side of the car. The two red rear reflectors 
and the pilot lights on top of the front mudguards 
are made in England. 

Evert Zwart wants to import the Burtons to 
Bonaire as well as Curacao and Aruba. He wants 
to start a garage to build and maintain Burtons as 
Burtons are also available as a kit car. Above all 
there are plans for delivering 10 cars to Surinam.  

“These cars are perfect for the island,” Evert 
says. “They’re made of polyester, indestructible, 
easy to maintain, no electronics. Now I am look-
ing for a business partner to import a couple of 
Burtons as a kit to construct them on Bonaire. 
Burton already has three enter-
prises in the world and 24 repre-
sentatives abroad. A Burton could 
be the first Bonairean made car!”  
Story & photo by Jan  
Brouwer 

Bonaire On Wheels (Continued from page 10) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

I n May the Bonaire Aquatics Club 
"Barracudas” in collaboration with Spice 

Beach Club held the "Spice Sprint Cup" for the 
first time. Anyone could join in, young and old! 

About 35 swimmers showed off their talents in 
the various age groups and swimming disciplines. 
There were lots of prizes distributed in the follow-
ing age groups: 8 and under, 9-10 years, 11-12 
years, 13-14 years and 15 years and older. The 
event was held at the waterfront  Parke Rekrea-
shon Arthur" Tului "Domacasse. The swimming 
lanes were placed in the sea for the 25 and 50 me-
ter sprints in backstroke, butterfly, breaststroke 
and front crawl. Emma van Wijngaarden won 
the girls and Nehemyah Maingot, boys (photo 
above). 

 Would you like to participate in the next event? 
The next "Spice Sprint Cup" will be on June 13 
from 10am to 1pm and  promises to be an exciting 

day. Bonaire Barracudas invites new members to 
come and train with them. When you see them at 
the waterfront stop a moment and join them. Eve-
ryone is welcome, all ages and all levels.   

These fantastic events could not take place with-
out sponsorship. Bonaire Barracudas thanks its 
sponsors Telbo, Giro Bank, Budget Marine, Gio's, 
Bon Bida Spa & Gym, InselAir, Carlos Costa, 
ACU, FWNB, WEB, Flamingo Communications, 
Freewieler, Spice Beach Club.  Thanks to their 
contributions, the 1st "Spice Sprint Cup" became 
an unforgettable and fantastic event.    Press 
Release 

Kralendijk/Bonaire –  

O n Sunday, March 31st the BSSA (Bonaire Sailing School 
Association) organized their final club championships. That 

day there was a lot of trade winds, competition was tough and a lot 
of sailors flipped over with their little sailing boats, with the teasing 
wind and the waves. A mast did not make it and sails were torn. 

This day was a very important day for the competitors as the Sun-
fish sailors had to fight for their selection for the Sunfish World 
Championships to be organized in Paracas, Peru, this October. The 
final results. Sunfish Youth Championships selection: Brayan 
Thode and Nils van Eldik. Sunfish World Championships: Ton 
Nuijten (“Opa”, “Grandfather”/jb), Brayan Thode, 
“Yellowman” (Ramon Martis), “Kabes” (George Soliana) and 
Sipke Stapert. 

After the races the BSSA organized a barbecue for all sailors and 
other members of the sailing school. 

Now that they know that they will represent the island of Bonaire, 
they are preparing themselves more and more. Skills have to be at 
the highest level, knowledge of sailing and physical condition have 
to be excellent. 

Last year “Opa” said in an interview:  “Next year’s World Cham-
pionships will be organized in the Pacific Ocean of Peru. Every day 
races will start at 13:00 because then the wind picks up to 15 knots 
or more. Wind, that’s what we need!” 

This year “Opa” said in an interview: “We are ready for it. Now 
we are chasing for sponsors again. Last year we were sponsored by: 
Insel Air, Fundashon Wega di Number Boneiru, TCB (Tourism 
Cooperation Bonaire), Akkermans Auto Supplies, Gio’s Gelateria 
& Cafeteria, Krioyo Paint, Cadushy Distillery, Paradise Rentals, 
Firgos, Budget Marine and Buena Vista Optics. At this moment we 
are sitting around the table with a variety of potential sponsors. It 
takes a lot of money to fly to Peru to put Bonaire on the map of the 
world of sports and sailing! Peru, here we come!” Story & 
photo by Jan Brouwer 
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Bonaire Reporter Classifieds— Really Work! 

Got something to buy or sell? 
  

Non-Business Classified Ads (up to 4 lines/ 20± words are still  FREE 
  

Commercial Ads only $0. 77 per word, for each two-week issue.  
Call  786-6518 or 786-6125 or email info@bonairereporter.com  

   LUNCH TO GO 
Starting from $5 per meal.   

Call CHINA NOBO  

717-8981. 
Web site: 

www.chinanobobonaire.com  

Ad Space Available 
Free for non-commercial use 

Cheap for business use. 

16 Flights a day  
between  Bonaire  

and Curaçao 

Divi Divi Air 

Reservations  
24 hours a day 

Call (+5999 839-1515)  
or (5999 563-1913) 

  
MISCELLANEOUS 

 ——————————————- 

Spin Bike For Sale.  $500  
Used “Body Bike” in excellent shape 
Commercial grade.  Call 786-6125 

———————————————— 
LOST Silver Bracelet with old 10 

cent pennies from The Netherlands.  
Great emotional value.  Reward for 
finder Tel : 780-6084 Bonaire or  
00297- 5945515 Aruba 
———————————————— 

For Sale:  Renata Van Der Bijl 
painting. contact e-mail:  
       rurichard42@hotmail.com 

" Bonaire 
fisherman 

standing in an-
kle deep water 
in front of his 
local fishing 

boat—he fished 
out of Playa 
Pabou until 
recently"  

————————————————-- 
Highly educated Dutch Caribbean 

woman, working on Bonaire,  50+, is 
looking for a live-in job as an ad-
ministrative assistant, companion to 
the employers and/or caretaker of a 
house. I' m available from Monday to 
Friday between 12.00 and 13.30, and 
between 18.00 to 22.00. Availability 
during the weekend is also open to 
discussion.  Knowledge of the lan-
guages Dutch (fluent), Papiamentu 
(fluent), Spanish (fluent) English 
(good knowledge) and French (need 
some practice to freshen up). I can 
also translate in those languages (with 
French I have at this moment more 
difficulty). Call cell. 796-0697. 

————————————— 

USED TOOLS FOR SALE - 
CALL: 599-788-3176 Valken Power 
Water Pump Gasoline Engine Speed 
3600rpm Model P80KB-3 - $280, Atika 
Concrete Mixer Expert 185, 230V, 185 
liters - $550, Hilti Nail Gun DX36 with 
nails - $600, Pacific Laser 90 System with 
Tripod PLS-60534 - $300, NAPA Battery 
Charger & Starter 12VDC - $200, Floor 

Who’s Who on The Bonaire Reporter 
Celebrating 21+ years of continuous publishing 

Take The Reporter Home—1-year subscription: By mail to US $75; By mail to 
Europe $170.  By Internet, Free (asking a $35 Internet donation.) For information about 
subscriptions, stories or advertising in The Bonaire Reporter, PO Box 407, Bonaire, 
Dutch Caribbean; phone (599) 786-6518, 786-6125,  E-mail: info@bonairereporter.com 

The Bonaire Reporter, George DeSalvo (G.D.), Publisher;   
   Laura DeSalvo (L.D.), Editor  
     Address: P. O. Box 407, Bonaire, Dutch Caribbean. Also available on-line at: 
  www.bonairereporter.com   Published every two weeks 

Reporters in this issue:  James Albury, Angliet Baidjoe, Bula Bonchi, Jan Brouwer, 
Jane Madden-Disko, Greta Kooistra, Nathalie Peterson, Dean Regas, Michael Thiessen 

 Unattributed photos are by the editor or publisher. 
Distribution: Marlene & Co. (Playa), Yuchi Molina (Rincon), Divi-Divi Airline, Ava 

Rose Wuyts (mailing)    
Housekeeping: JRA.   Printed by: DeStad Drukkerij, Curaçao      

      © 2015 The Bonaire Reporter 

 
 +(599) 785-6272  
hansoutdoor@hotmail.com 
www.outdoorbonaire.com 

 

EXPERIENCE A DIFFERENT BONAIRE 
STAY THREE NIGHTS AT BONAIRE'S 

ONLY ECO LODGE 
Last minute prices:  

$200 (2 pax , 3 nights), $250 (3 pax , 
3 nights), 280$ (4 pax , 3 nights) 

only to be booked max. 2 weeks in 
advance / min. 3 days in advance. 

Call **(599) 785-6272 or email :  
HANSOUTDOOR@HOTMAIL.COM 

WWW.ECOLODGEBONAIRE.COM 

For Quality 
House and Office 

Cleaning  and 
Maintenance ..  

CALL  JRA 
Serving Bonaire for more than 20 years 

Honest, Reliable, Efficient, Thorough, 
Low rates, References. One time or many. 

Phone 785-9041 … and relax. 

Bonaire-Sun Rise/Set, Moon Phase and Tides 
        Winds and weather can further influence the local tide’s height and time 

Day High Low High Low High Sunrise Sunset 

Mon 08 
04:51  

0.75 ft 
12:55  

−0.33 ft 
19:04  

0.55 ft     6:10 18:59 

Tue 09 
Last 

Quarter 
00:55  

0.20 ft 
05:45  

0.65 ft 
13:26  

−0.31 ft 
19:41  

0.69 ft 6:10 18:59 

Wed 10   
02:15  

0.14 ft 
06:41  

0.52 ft 
13:58  

−0.28 ft 
20:21  

0.82 ft 6:10 18:59 

Thu 11   
03:32  

0.07 ft 
07:40  

0.39 ft 
14:31  

−0.24 ft 
21:03  

0.93 ft 6:10 19:00 

Fri 12   
04:47  

−0.01 ft 
08:46  

0.27 ft 
15:05  

−0.19 ft 
21:48  

1.01 ft 6:10 19:00 

Sat 13   
06:00  

−0.09 ft 
10:00  

0.16 ft 
15:40  

−0.13 ft 
22:35  

1.05 ft 6:10 19:00 

Sun 14   
07:10  

−0.17 ft 
11:25  

0.10 ft 
16:15  

−0.06 ft 
23:23  

1.06 ft 6:11 19:00 

Mon 15   
08:14  

−0.23 ft 
13:03  

0.07 ft 
16:50  

0.02 ft   6:11 19:01 

Tue 16 
00:12  

1.05 ft 
09:13  

−0.28 ft 
14:51  

0.10 ft 
17:26  

0.09 ft 
New 
Moon 6:11 19:01 

Wed 17 
01:02  

1.00 ft 
10:05  

−0.30 ft 
16:35  

0.17 ft 
18:10  

0.17 ft   6:11 19:01 

Thu 18 
01:51  

0.94 ft 
10:50  

−0.31 ft 
17:32  

0.24 ft 
19:36  

0.24 ft   6:11 19:01 

Fri 19 
02:39  

0.87 ft 
11:29  

−0.30 ft 
18:05  

0.31 ft 
21:13  

0.29 ft   6:11 19:02 

Sat 20 
03:25  

0.79 ft 
12:04  

−0.27 ft 
18:34  

0.39 ft 
22:42  

0.31 ft   6:12 19:02 

Sun 21 
04:09  

0.70 ft 
12:33  

−0.24 ft 
19:00  

0.46 ft     6:12 19:02 

Mon 22   
00:01  

0.31 ft 
04:51  

0.61 ft 
12:58  

−0.21 ft 
19:25  

0.53 ft 6:12 19:02 

Jack 2 ¼ ton - $100   Dewalt DW723 Miter 
Saw Stand – $100, Makita LS1216L 12” 
Dual Slide Compound Miter Saw - $600 

Hit Tools 22-RC19 ¾” Rebar Cutter & 
5/8” Bender, $400, Makita Demolition 
Hammer / Drill - $400, Black Beauty ACT 
9800H Portable Concrete Screed, including 
screed bar 8ft. & 16ft. - $2,000, Multivibe 
Hummer HM300CH Gas Concrete Vibrator 
Power Unit, with 1” head – 10ft. flex hose - 
$350, Partner Husqvarna K950 14” Con-
crete Chainsaw - $900, Belle Group Ram-
mer RT-74 4HP Honda GX120 Rammer - 
$1,800,  Contact : Martin Maingot 599-788-
3176 

————————————————- 
REAL ESTATE/RENTALS/ ETC… 

 ——————————————— 
  Oceanfront 2- bedroom, 1.5- bath 

condo at Sand Dollar for rent from June 
6 until December 1.  $1500 month. Com-
munity pool, tennis court, dive shop  on 
site.  Please email me at:  esk-
with@gmail.com 

——————————————- 

For sale: Private property located 
North of Rincon, 22.500 square meters, 
$7,50 per meter, Kadaster # 533, digital-
is1956@hotmail.com, 795- 4342, 795-
5726, 717-3696. 

——————————————— 

 

796-6166 
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AIRLINES 
Divi Divi Air- Bonaire’s “on time airline” with 16 flights a day between 

Bonaire and Curaçao. Your first choice for inter-island travel. Now flying  to 
Aruba. 

 

 

AUTOMOBILE DEALER 
Check out Auto City Bonaire for the widest selection of new car brands on 
Bonaire including Chevrolet, Honda, Isuzu, Suzuki, Subaru. Used cars too. 
Complete service department.  Hertz rentals.  

 

BANK 
ORCO Bank offers one-on-one attention, personal banking. Each client is         

a person, not a number.  The office is the historic building at Kaya Grandi 48. 
 

BARS 
Zazu Bar at the Marina at Harbour Village is all you expect in a great 

bar. Super bartender, quality drinks and friendly service. Plus Bonaire’s only 
Rum Bar– over 50 types!  Great hangout spot for divers and sailors. 

 
BEAUTY  
Hair Affair. Expert hair cutting, styling, facials and facial waxing. Great 

new shop on Kaya Grandi.  Walk-in service too. 
  

  BIKES 
 De Freewieler sells bikes and all kinds of bike accessories. They do profes-
sional repairs on almost anything on two wheels.  Have your keys made 
here too.  
 
DENTURE REPAIR 
 All Denture Lab—for the best denture care by an experienced  professional. 
Repairs while you wait. Next to Botika Korona on Kaya J. G. Hernandez. 
 
ON and IN the WATER 
 BHM Bonaire Hydro-test & Maintenance   offers repair of Scuba Equip-
ment, dive tank hydro testing pressure tests with computerized accuracy. 
Pickup and delivery too. 
 Budget Marine has what anyone with a boat needs, and if it’s not in stock 
they can order it quickly. You can also find special hardware for general use 
and components for solar and wind electric systems. 
 Dive Friends has four dive schools and three retail shops so you always get 
the best deals and can be assured of top notch training. Remodeled shop, 
Dushi Shoes on Kaya Grandi, open now. 
 
 GARDEN SUPPLIES AND SERVICES 
 Green Label has everything you need to start or maintain your garden. They 
can design, install and maintain it and offer plants, irrigation supplies and gar-
den chemicals. Off Kaya Industria, behind Lucky Supermarket. 
    
HOME CARE 
 PPM– Prestige Property Management  Can care for your property when 
you are off island doing Check-Ups, House sitting, - Contractor Supervision,  
Gardening & Landscaping, Meet & Greet guests, and more. 
 
NUTRITION 
  
 Nature’s Discount has a 
complete selection of vita-
mins, supplements, herbs, 
sports nutrition, body care 
and natural foods. 
 
LIQUORS, WINES and MORE 
Best Cellars has one of the island’s widest selection of spirits including 
“hard-to-fins” brands.  In addition there is an exceptional assortment of 
wines, tobacco products and everything needed for a great party. 
 
OPTICIAN 
Buena Vista Optics is Bonaire’s most up-to-date place to get eyeglasses or 
contact lenses.  The combination of experienced personnel and advanced 
equipment and technology make it a top value 
 
 PHOTOGRAPHER 

Bonaire’s most creative above or underwater video and still photogra-
pher for the wedding or other important events in your life. Drone pho-
tography too. ScubaVision, now renamed Bonaire Vision Films & Photo, has 
a new website at   www.bonairevisionfilms.com.  

REAL ESTATE /RENTAL AGENTS  
 Re/Max Paradise Homes: Lots of 
choices in real estate—International/US 
connections. Experienced staff.  List with 
them to sell fast.  
 
 
Sunbelt Realty offers full real estate, 
rental, and insurance services. If you 
want a home or to invest in Bonaire, 
stop in and visit. 
 
 
RESTAURANTS 
Bistro de Paris— Waterfront location at the Har-
bour Village Marina. Superb menu, genuine French 
dishes in a waterfront ambiance. Airco if you want 
it.  Its Zazu Bar is a very popular hangout for divers 
too. 
 
Bobbejans– Bonaire’s quintessential “rib joint” not only has some of the best 
ribs but tasty extras like Gado-Gado, pork chops and fries. Open Friday night 
and weekends only. 
 
La Balandra at The Harbour Village Resort offers 
Bonaire’s most spectacular setting.  Superb cuisine, 
top notch service.  Eat on the deck or with your feet in 
the sand.   
 
Pasa Bon Pizza—Bonaire’s quality pizza-Best ingre-
dients, best baking and best taste.  Great salads and lasagna too. Eat in or take 
away. 
 

RETAIL 
Dushi Shoes & Dive Friends Shops – featuring Clarks, Guess, DC Shoes, 

Reefs – as well as Tee Shirts for men and women.  
 
The Tung Fong Store is a great asset to everyone on Bonaire because it 

stocks so many thing we want: clothes, hardware, food, auto and bike sup-
plies. If you don’t see it… ask for it. They probably have it. 

 
Penny Lane is Bonaire’s first upscale con-

signment store.  Buy fashionable, top brand 
clothing, high quality toys and more for a 
fraction of their original price.   
 
SECURITY 
Special Security Services will provide that extra measure of protection when 
you need it. Always reliable.  
 

STORAGE  
The Storehouse  (Mangazina in Papiamentu) 

offers Secure Storage for Vehicles, Household 
Items, Diving and Sporting Gear, Business Files or 
Inventory. Across from the northern  hotel row. 

 
  
 SHIPPING 

Rocargo Freight  Air and sea shipments in/out of 
Bonaire. Customs agents. Professional and efficient. 
FedEx agent.  What would we do without their 
superb services? 

 
SPAS/GYM/FITNESS 
Bon Bida Spa & Gym World Class fitness and 

health facility-  Classes, top notch machines, trainers. Spin bike HQ for Bon-
aire. Day, monthly or annual rates.   

 
SUPERMARKETS 
TOP Supermarket— 
Conveniently located downtown at 

the old Cultimara location. Featuring a 
complete selection including liquors, 
fresh meat, fruit and vegetables.  

 
WATER TAXI   
Get to Klein Bonaire by Ferry.  Ride the Kantika  di Amor.  Hotel or 

downtown pickup The only water taxi to Klein Bonaire with an easy on/off 
built-in ramp at Bonaire Nautico (It Rains Fishes Restaurant) 

Free listing in this directory for regular 
Reporter advertisers 
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REGULAR EVENTS 
  Rooi Lamoenchi Kunuku Park 
Tours $21 (includes tax). Discounts for 
residents and local people. Tel. 717-
8489, 540-9800. 
Soldachi Tours—See the Real Bonaire 
and be transported back in time. Learn 
about the history, culture and nature by 
Bonaireans from Rincon. Call Maria 
Koeks for more information: 796-7870, 
717-6435. 
Parke di Libertat -Park-playground 
and canteen (formerly Dare to Care 
Park)  Behind the hospital. Open Mon-
day-Saturday 8am-7pm. Free entry.  
 
 
Saturdays 
•Marshe di Kunukeru (Farmers’ Mar-
ket) First Saturday of the month, at 
Kriabon, Kaminda Jatu Baco #55, next 
to Aquamarin School, 8am to 1pm. 

•Tera Kora Ranch Market—2nd & 
3rd Saturdays- local produce, clothes, 
food, games for kids, 2nd hand items 

•Monthly Cultural Market at Man-
gazina di Rei—Last Saturday of the 
month, 8am-2pm. See the real Bonaire: 
traditional music, crafts, local produce, 
Creole kitchen, educational presenta-
tions. Mangazina di Rei is on the Rin-
con Road, at the eastern entrance to 
Rincon 

•Last Saturday of the month – donate 
foods and household items to Food 
Bank (Stichting voedselbank Bonaire) 
from 9:30am-2pm in front of Van den 
Tweel Supermarket Z Rei is on the i 

•Bonaire Animal Shelter’s “Garage 
Sale” Pakus di Pruga—every Satur-
day, 8am-5pm. At Kaminda Liberador 
Simon Bolivar, across from Brandaris 
Café. Tel. 717-4989. Drop off cast offs 
on Saturdays or at the Shelter on the 
Lagoen Road weekdays. 717-4989 
• Wine Tasting at Antillean Wine 
Company’s warehouse on Kaya Indus-
tria, Second Saturday of the month, 7-
9 pm. (Always call to make sure it’s on: 
Tel. +5999-560-7539. ) Snacks and tast-
ing of six wines for $10 per person. 
•Petanque- Jeu de Boules, 2:30-6 
pm,   Landhuis DE TUIN  on the road 
to Lac Bai.  Info: 786-0150  

 

Sundays 
•Landhuis DeTuin- Real Jamaican 
BBQ on the terrace of the land house 
in the quiet countryside. Jerk Chicken, 
BBQ Chicken, Seafood Curry, Veggie 
Dish, Child’s plate, Bread Pudding. On 
the road to Lac Bai – Kaminda Lac 
#101. Follow the signs, 12 noon to 6 
pm. Tel. +599-786-6816, +599-701-
1982. A Forsa training school. 

•Kunuku Arawak - Music, drinks, local 
food, dancing, 10 am—6 pm. Live mu-
sic starts at 4 pm. Tel.786-7210 

• 

Mondays 
• Bonaire Goat Cheese Farm Tour—9 
am. Meet the goats, see milking, cheese 
making and more. $10 includes cheese 
tasting and tea, Kids $5.   786-6950- 
Also on Wednesdays & Fridays.   

•Happy Hour at Captain Don’s Habi-
tat Bar. The books of Bonaire’s dive 
pioneer, Captain Don, will be available: 
Island Adrift, Shangri-la, Sea Trauma 
and the newest book Reef Windows. 

5:30-7pm. Tel. 717-8290.  

Wednesdays 
•Bonaire Goat Cheese Farm Tour—
9am. See Monday for more informa-
tion.  

•Divers’ Night at Zazu Bar at Bistro 
de Paris Restaurant at Harbour Vil-
lage Marina.  Free house rum when 
you buy a coke.  

• Echo Parrot (Lora) Foundation  
tours at the Dos Pos Conservation Cen-
tre. Get an insight into Echo's work and 
their efforts to protect this endangered 
species. Book your private tour for $30 
per person (minimum of 2) through 
Flow: info@flowbonaire.com Phone 
+599 788 4636. Or come to the weekly 
tour on Wednesday 4.30 pm. Meet at 
the Dos Pos windmill and bring good 
shoes as it is 'off road'. We invite you to 
enjoy Bonaire's nature!  

• Sea Turtle Conservation Bonaire 
(STCB) presents an informative slide 
show: Sea Turtles of Bonaire, at 8pm, 
every  2nd and 4th Wednesday in the 
conference room at Captain Don's 
Habitat (717-8290) 

Fridays 
•Bonaire Goat Cheese Farm Tour—
9am. See Monday for more informa-
tion  

• 

   BONAIRE’S TRADITIONS 
 Mangasina di Rei,  Rincon.  Enjoy the 

view from “The King’s Storehouse.” Learn 
about Bonaire’s  culture. Visit homes from the 
17th century. Daily. Call  717-4060 /  790-
2018  

Chichi i Tan Museum. Step into the 
past—a typical old Bonairean home, 
furnishings and garden. Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays. 10am
-3pm. 1st Sunday of month, live per-
formances of local musicians, arts & 
crafts. Free but donations appreciated. 
Kaya Melon #4, behind Rose Inn in 
Rincon. 786-6420/78-7842 

Washington-Slagbaai National Park 
Museum and Visitors’ Center. Open 
daily 8 am-5 pm. Closed on December 
25th and January 1st. Call 788 - 9015 or 
796 - 5681 

 

CLUBS and MEETINGS 
Bridge Club -  Every Wednesday, 

Bridge Club on Bonaire. 19:15, contact 
Jeroen Seegers for information tel. 717-
4200or788-2819 or  
peejeesee@gmail.com  
  Lions Club meets every 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of the month at 8 pm at Kaya 
Sabana #1. All Lions welcome. For more 
information call 510-0710. 

  Rotary lunch meetings Wednesdays, 
12:15-2 pm - Divi Flamingo Beach Re-
sort in Peter Hughes meeting room up-
stairs above the dive shop. All Rotarians 
welcome. Call Gregory Obersi 785-
9446.  

Toastmasters Club meets every two 
weeks. For more information call Cru-
sita de Palm at 786-3827 or Lucia Marti-
nez Beck, at 786-2953.   

 
 

CHURCH  SERVICES  
Protestant Congregation of Bonaire: 

( VPGB ), Kralendijk, Plaza Wilhel-
mina; Sunday service-10 am in Dutch. 

Rincon, Kaya C.D. Crestian; Sunday 
service-8:30 am in Papiamentu/Dutch. 

Children’s club-every Saturday from 
4:30-6 pm in Kralendijk, (annex of the 
church.) Contact;  Marytjin@gmail.com 
or Daisycoffie@hotmail.com 

International Bible Church, Kaya 
Papago 104, Hato, behind Bon Fysio/
Bon Bida Spa & Gym on Kaya Gob. N. 
Debrot. Sunday 9am-Worship service in 
English; 10:45am-Sunday school for all 
ages. Tuesday 7:00 pm-Adult Bible 
study class. 717-8377 for more info or 
ride bonaireibc@yahoo.com 

Catholic: San Bernardus in Kralendijk 
– Services, Sunday at 8 am and 7 pm in 
Papiamentu, 717-8332.  

 Our Lady of Coromoto in Antriol, 
Saturday at 6 pm in English. Mass in 
Papiamentu on Sunday at 9 am and 6 
pm. 717-4211.  

Assembly of God (Asemblea di 
Dios): Kaya Triton (Den Cheffi). In 
English, Dutch & Papiamentu on Sunday 
at 10 am. Wed.  Prayer Meeting at 7:30 
pm. 717-2194      

Ministerio di Kristu Hesus Services  
Sunday mornings at 10 am at Jong Bonaire 
Youth Center in English, Dutch and Papia-
mentu.  Preaching the full gospel. Contact: 
786-2557. 

 Prayer and Intercession Church, in 
English. A full Gospel Church located 
temporarily at Kaya Alexandrit # 20, 
Santa Barbara, Republiek. Services are 
held Sunday mornings10am-11:30am. 
Bible studies in English on Monday 
nights from 7-8 pm.  Contact: 717-3322 

 The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints:  Kaya Sabana #26, Sun-
days:  9 am Sacrament Services 
(Translation to English and Papiamentu 
upon request)  10:20am- Sunday School 
11:15 RS/YM/YW/PH  Primary held 
from 10:20-12 noon Visitors wel-
come:  Information: Call 701-9522 .  

 

Foundation Fountain of Living Wa-
ters, Centro Fuente, Service Sunday at 
Kaya Aruaco 4 at 6 pm, in Papiamentu 
and Spanish. For Marriage Counseling, 
contact 717-2161. 

Iglesia di Cristo (Church of Christ) 
Sunday: 10:30am & 7pm; Wednesday: 
7pm. Services in Papiamentu (English 
also if needed) Address: Kaya Msgr. 
Nwndt. 25 (same street as Dr. Dorvil) 
Cell: 796-0721. email: iglesiadicristobo-
naire @gmail.com 

CLOSE-IN EVENTS 
  

June 12-14 - Paul Hedderman   
talks about the dilemma of mind created 

problems and offer a simple way of step-
ping out. Single night $50, All 3 nights 
$100  Limited Space available Reserva-
tions Email: mireille@conet.net tel. + 599 
700-2950 

 
Friday, June 12- Rijsttafel buffet eat-

in or take-away fund raising dinner. 
Starts at 7 pm at Jong Bonaire.  Donation 
$25 per person- Proceeds to be used to 
benefit the disabled community of Bon-
aire! For tickets call 717 4781/795 1574 
or email michael@bonairehelpdesk.com 

 
Saturday, June 13 
-“Spice Sprint Cup,” Barracudas Bon-

aire Aquatic Club –10am-1pm, on the 
waterfront at the Domacasse Park.  More 
on page 13 

-Tera Kora Ranch Market– local pro-
duce, clothes, food, games for kids, 9am
-3pm 
  
June 17 to 27—Record Freediving 

Attempt– by Carlos Coste at Plaza Re-
sort.   Go to Facebook CAR-
LOS COSTE  Free div-
ing World Champion  for more info.  The 
event will be covered in The Reporter 

 
Friday, June 19—Energy Touch 1 

Class– 9am to 6 pm  Energy based thera-
peutic approach to healing. . Details on 
page 5 

 
Saturday, June 20 
--Tera Kora Ranch Market –local 

produce, clothes, food, games, 9am-
3pm 

--Auto Show at Auto City at Super 
Store—See ad on page 10 

 
—Energy Touch Advanced Class– 

9am to 6 pm  for experienced energy 
medicine practitioners Details on page 5 

Sunday, June 21 
—Father’s Day 
—International Yoga Day  See  story  
-on page 3 
 
July 3-5—ProKids Bonaire Freestyle 

and Slalom Championship. More on 
page 11 

 

Call The Reporter at  
786-6518 or email  re-

porter@bonairenews.com  
if you have something  

HAPPENING 

 

 

Fire Protection Products 

SCUBA Systems  and Dive Tank  
Hydro-test & Maintenance   
Repair of scuba equipment 

Pick-up and delivery 
Computerized system, Print-

out report of test results  

Kaya Kilowot # 3310, Next to Bonaire Food Group 
 

 Phone +599 782-2953,    email: info@bhmbv.com  

Fire  
Extinguishers 

Sales 
Service 
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*to find it... just look up 
VENUS AND JUPITER RACE THROUGH  JUNE. 

June 2015  

ARIES  (Mar. 21- April 20) Take your 
time; do not make any decisions in haste. 
You will get great satisfaction from your 
efforts. Avoid any petty ego confronta-
tions; they could lead to estrangement if 
you aren't careful. Your partner could 
make you angry if they steal your thun-
der or embarrass you in front of oth-
ers.  Your luckiest events this month will 
occur on a Thursday. 

 TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21)  You can 
gain distinction; however, it may be for 
the wrong reasons. You may want to 
have a heart-to-heart talk with a close 
and trusted friend. Make changes regard-
ing your status in society. Knowledge 
can be acquired if you listen. Your lucki-
est events this month will occur on a Sat-
urday. 

 GEMINI (May 22-June 21)  Keep 
your feet on the ground, if you can. Don't 
press your luck with your loved ones. 
Direct your energy wisely this month. 
Anger will prevail if you expect help 
from others. Don't be too quick to blame 
others for your bad mood. Your luckiest 
events  

 CANCER (June 22-July 22)  Try to 
slow down, and take another look. Stay 
mellow. You can expect to experience 
delays or additional red tape if you deal 
with institutions. Don't be too quick to 
judge partners or those you work 
with. Your luckiest events this month 
will occur on a Sunday. 

 LEO (July 23-Aug 22)  Travel should 
be on your agenda. Listening can be 
more valuable than being a chatterbox. 
Try to put your money away for a rainy 
day. Shopping could cost more than you 
bargained for. Your luckiest events this 
month will occur on a Saturday. 

 VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23)  Be very 
careful while in transit or while traveling 
in foreign countries. Organization will be 
the key to avoiding discord and family 
feuds. Get on with business. You'll have 
great insight. Your luckiest events this 
month will occur on a Tuesday. 

 LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23)  Romantic 
encounters will be full of excitement. 
Your dynamic, determined approach will 
win favors as well as a helping hand. 

You can solidify your relationship if you 
plan a special evening with your mate. 
Extend an invitation to clients you enjoy 
spending time with. Your luckiest events 
this month will occur on a Wednesday. 

 SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)  Try to 
keep any mood swings under control; 
they may result in alienation. You can 
work in conjunction with those in the 
know in order to get to the bottom of any 
pending issue. Some relatives will be 
extremely perplexing. Find ways to make 
extra cash. Start making things or reusing 
rather than buying ready-made.  Your 
luckiest events will occur on a Sunday. 

 SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 -Dec. 
21)  There might be one who is quite 
willing to take the credit for your work. 
You always seem to spend more than you 
make. Unexpected visitors are likely. Be 
prepared to do your chores early. A ro-
mantic infatuation from your past may 
surface if you frequent places that you 
both used to go. Your luckiest events this 
month will occur on a Friday. 

 CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 20)  You 
must steer clear of overindulgent indi-
viduals. Knowledge can be acquired if 
you listen. Don't be too pushy or de-
manding, or you may find yourself all 
alone. You will enjoy interacting with 
those who come from different back-
grounds. Your luckiest events this month 
will occur on a Saturday. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19)  You 
have your own family to consider as 
well. Go after your professional goals. 
Let go of the past in order to progress. 
Stress coupled with diet will add to stom-
ach problems. Your personal life will be 
disrupted if you have been too busy with 
business.  Your luckiest events this 
month will occur on a Wednesday. 

 PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20)  If you can 
put some work into home improvements, 
you should. It might be time to do some 
of those chores at home. You will have a 
little more energy than usual. You should 
get into programs that will enhance your 
appearance and help you to be the best 
that you can. Your luckiest events this 
month will occur on a Friday.
  Michael Thiessen 

 

 

•• Transport of Money 

  and Valuables 

•• Private Investigations 

•• Vehicle patrols 

•• Burglar Alarms 

•• Fire Alarm Systems 

In Business 
Over 30 Years 

Kaya Nikiboko Nord 37A, PO Box 225     Tel: (599) 717- 8125   
Fax (599) 717- 6125          E-mail sss@bonairelive.com 

T onight – or any 
night in June, 

2015 – look for the 
queen and king of 
planets – dazzling 
Venus and bold Jupi-
ter – as these two 
worlds appear in your 
western sky first thing 
every nightfall. 
They’ll appear in your 
evening sky through-
out June 2015, and 
they’ll be drawing 
closer together each 
evening! 

 
Venus will pass 

Jupiter in late June/
early July, 2015. At 
that time – especially 
on the nights of June 
30 and July 1 – you can witness the clos-
est Venus-Jupiter conjunction until Au-
gust 27, 2016. 

These very bright worlds will be hard to 
miss (unless it’s cloudy) because Venus 
and Jupiter rank as the third-brightest and 
fourth-brightest celestial bodies, respec-
tively, after the Sun and Moon. 

As dusk turns into darkness, note the 
star Regulus above Jupiter, on line with 
Venus and Jupiter. Day by day, watch as 
Venus and Jupiter race toward Regulus, 
the brightest star in the constellation Leo 
the Lion. In fact, you can use these three 
luminaries – Regulus, Jupiter and Venus – 
to imagine the ecliptic crossing the sky 
with your mind’s-eye. The ecliptic is the 
Earth’s orbital plane projected onto the 
sky’s dome. Because the planets orbit the 
Sun on nearly the same plane that Earth 
does, the solar system planets are always 
found on or near the ecliptic. 

At present, the planets Venus and Jupi-
ter are both heading eastward (upward) 
along the ecliptic, toward the star 
Regulus. You might think Jupiter should 
get to Regulus first, since the king planet 
lodges so much closer to Regulus, the 
only 1st-magnitude star to sit almost 

squarely on the ecliptic. However, the 
closer that a planet resides to the Sun, the 
faster that the planet travels in its smaller 
orbit. Venus, the second planet outward 
from the Sun, races along at 35 kilometers 
per second whereas Jupiter, the fifth 
planet outward, plods along at 13 kilome-
ters per second. 

But that’s not all. Jupiter’s orbital path 
is a solid seven times longer than that 
traveled by Venus. For that reason, Venus 
will zoom toward Regulus day by day, 
whereas Jupiter will travel at a snail’s 
pace. 

Be sure to circle July 18, 2015 on your 
calendar as well. Venus will be almost in 
conjunction with Regulus, a slight bit 
ahead of Jupiter in the great race to the 
constellation Leo’s brightest star. On July 
18, the crescent moon, Venus and Jupiter 
will all fit within a circle, sporting a di-
ameter of less than four degrees. (Four 
degrees of sky approximates two finger-
widths at an arms length.) Don’t miss out 
on this close-knit celestial grouping on 
June 18, featuring the Moon, Venus and 
Jupiter – the brightest, second-brightest 
and third-brightest orbs of nighttime, re-
spectively.  
                      Dean Regas & James Albury 

AFFORDABLE

NetTech N.V.
info@NetTech.an
www.NetTech.an
Tel: 717-6773
Fax: 717-7854

Domain Registrations
E-mail Hosting
Anti-Spam & Anti-Virus
Web Site Design
Web Site Hosting
Marketing Consulting
Internet Consulting
Photographic Services
Graphic Design

 info@nettechnv.com 
www.nettechnv.com 
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Eco Di Caribe products are 
better for your health and the 

environment of Bonaire.  Used 
by environmentally conscious 

householders, professional 
cleaning services (like JRA and 

others). 
 

Now on sale at Budget Marine, Lisa 
Convenience Store,  and   
v d Tweel Supermarket. 

Multi Cleaner - Floor Cleaner 
Glass Cleaner—Detergent 

Website-  http://ecodicaribe.com/ 

I t’s kitten season and many 
unwanted or discarded kit-

tens have luckily found their 
refuge at the Bonaire Animal 
Shelter. While many Bonaire 
residents have taken advantage 
of the Shelter’s free sterilization 
program, many cat owners or 
feral cat feeders have not, result-
ing in a large number of kittens 
who need homes.  If you've been 
thinking about adopting one or 
more kittens now is the time. 
The Shelter has a veritable su-
permarket of kittens! You name 
it, they've got it! Boys, girls; 
long hair, short hair; short, tall; 
tabby, black, black and white, 
orange, grey, calico, tortoise, 
white and black and every color combination in between. The 15 kittens (yes, 
you read it right, 15!) range from six weeks to 16 weeks and all are loving, 
social and healthy.  

  
In addition to the little ones, there are also 18 terrific adult cats looking for a 

loving home. If a kitten is what you are looking for, and you don't have other 
cats, you should consider adopting two kittens or a kitten and an adult cat. 
Young kittens need a lot of attention and activity to help them develop into a 
good companion, both physically and psychologically. Having a playmate or 
role model keeps them occupied and entertained. If you are not at home for 
most of the day, a single new kitten or cat will become lonely and bored which 
leads to mischievous activity like shredded curtains and furniture. In addition, 
just as it often happens with humans, lonely and isolated cats tend to become 
shy and reclusive and don't make for particularly good companions. However, 
if you have your heart set on a single cat, there are several adult cats at the 
Shelter that prefer the company of humans to other cats. Just ask the Shelter 
staff for a suggestion as to which cats would enjoy being in a single cat home. 
If there's a certain cat or kitten you are looking for, now is the time to visit the 
Shelter and browse the "cat supermarket."  

  
All Shelter cats and kittens are healthy and have current vaccinations. The 

adult cats are sterilized and for kittens not yet old enough to be sterilized, the 
adoption fee includes free sterilization for those kittens when 
they reach the appropriate age. You can visit all the fine fe-
lines at Animal Shelter Bonaire, Kaminda Lagun 26, Monday 
through Saturday, 8am-1pm and 3-5 pm. Visit their Facebook 
page at Animal Shelter Bonaire or check out the LIVE “kitty 
cams” at www.bonairecatcam.com  Story by Jane Madden-
Disko 

 

Choose your size from 5’x5’ to 10’x20’.  
Prices from $32 to $153 per month. 

Out of Space? 

 

Annemarie photos 

Web: www.bonairefreewieler.com 
Email: freewieler@bonairefreewieler.com 

 

Parts and accessories for all brands 
of bikes and scooters  

   Beautiful Bike Clothes, shoes  
 

All type of house and car keys  
duplicated 

 

   Kaya Grandi #61 
   “The blue building” 

Call 717-8545 
 

Open: 8:30-12:30, 2:00-5:30 

Featuring Giant, Bikkel and Golden Lion bikes 

       GET READY FOR SUMMER 
 
It’s vacation time! 
A vacation is a time to relax, unwind 

and take a break from the obligations and 
stresses of everyday life, but what to do 
with your pet? The last thing you want to 
be doing during your vacation is worry-
ing about your dog. Finding a place to 
stay or someone to watch your dog or cat 
when you travel is always a challenge. 
Animal Shelter Bonaire provides a board-
ing place for your dog or cat. Your pet 
will be cared for around the clock in a 
safe, comfortable environment. From 
sleeping accommodation to an outdoor 
play area. 

Please plan the stay for your pets ahead 
of time!  

 
Animal Shelter Bonaire Education 

and Training Program  
We started a new education and training 

program in cooperation with Dog Partner 
Bonaire. We like to give dog owners all 
the information they need about how to 
handle and care for their pet.  

For information about our sterilization 
program, dog training classes, animal be-
havior, rehabilitation, grooming, hydro-
therapy and more we are there for you!  

For the kids there are also lot of things to 
learn. Not only do we have an educational 
kids program at the Shelter but after the 
summer break we will also go on the road.  

For information get in contact with us. 
 
Become an Animal Shelter Volunteer 
You don’t have to be an animal expert to 

help out at the Animal Shelter Bonaire. 

You just need to have the time and desire 
to lend a helping hand. And it doesn’t have 
to be a lot of time. In fact, whatever you 
do for a living, you’re bound to have skills 
and talents our shelter can use. We are 
looking for you, this is the opportunity to 
help out. 

The Shelter is open Monday through 
Saturday, 9am-1pm and 3 to 5pm. Tele-
phone 717-4989. 
mail:animalshelterbonaie@gmail.com 
annl:animalshelterbonaire   

E-mail to animalshelterbo-
naire@gmail.com, call the Animal Shelter 
Bonaire (7174989) 
or visit us at 
Kaminda Lagun 26.  
Story & photo 
byNatalie Peter-
son  
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I f you love eating seafood 
then you may want to 

consider that what you choose 
to eat makes a difference. Al-
though it doesn’t seem right, 
what you see on the menu 
could be contributing to the 
widespread overfishing prob-
lem that is alarming scientists 
as well as those in the fishing 
industry. If you choose wisely, 
you contribute to restoring fish 
populations to a point where 
they may be sustainable for 
future generations. Seafood 
guides for eating sustainably 
are easily accessible online 
(websites below) and are very 
helpful for consumers.  

Additionally, here are a few 
helpful basics for choosing 
what to eat when in Bonaire:  

Eat lower on the food web. 
Predators such as sharks, grou-
pers and barracudas should not 
be eaten. These fish take longer 
to mature and reproduce and 
therefore their populations are 
extremely vulnerable to over-
fishing. Barracudas caught in 
the waters of Bonaire are often 
quite small in size and haven’t 
matured. These are the ones 
you are served most of the time 
on Bonaire according to 
STINAPA. So eat adult barra-
cuda; it’s more sustainable. 
These are hard to find on Bon-
aire’s reef (and in restaurants) 
nowadays. 

Avoid any and all reef fish. 
For decades, fishermen in Bon-
aire have based their catch 
almost exclusively on open 
water fish such as Mahi-Mahi/
Dolphin Fish/Dorado, Wahoo 
and Tuna because they could 
no longer make enough money 
fishing reef fish. From what 
fishermen say, there just were-
n’t enough fish left. Coral reefs 
are suffering from a multitude 

of stressors and one of the 
main problems cited repeatedly 
in scientific studies is overfish-
ing.  

 
Therefore, eat Lionfish. 

Lionfish were accidentally 
introduced to the Atlantic and 
Caribbean regions and are an 
invasive species. Invasive 
means that they cause harm to 
native populations. Although 
beautiful, lionfish are vora-
cious reef fish eaters and they 
have no natural predators in 
these regions. Their popula-
tions are growing rapidly and 
one of the only ways to keep 
their populations down is to 

hunt them. They also happen to 
be very tasty! Ask for Bon-
aire’s lion fish dishes at the 
restaurants!  

To sum it up, you don’t have 
to give up seafood to support 
sustainable seas. Just remem-
ber to eat lower on the food 
web, avoid eating reef fish and 
eat as many lionfish as you 
like. 

http://www.infobonaire.com/
sustainableseafood.html or 
http://www.seafoodwatch.org/ 
or http://www.nrdc.org/oceans/
seafoodguide/ 

http://seafood.edf.org/      
      STINAPA release 

Refuse to eat small barracuda 

They should be released to reproduce. 

Nice size fish to eat 

then become an entrance 
training with an outflow to 
all the options above. 

• Courses/Training which 
focuses on adults who are 
already working, but who, 
for instance, need an up-
grading, or who want to 
improve themselves. We 
provide a number of 
courses like Papiamentu, 
Dutch and English, basic 
knowledge, bookkeeping, 
electrical engineering, 
computer courses, secretar-
ial services, budgeting, a 
driving license course, 
communication, customer 
friendliness and service. 
All in all a lot of courses 
that focus directly on what 
the market needs and demands. 

• Then there is another department of ours which I didn’t mention 
previously. We also teach five days a week at JICN (prison) 
and our goal is that when people are released from jail they will 
come to us to continue their education. 

• We also work together with Jong Bonaire’s ‘Shark’ program 
where youngsters are guided in learning how to live independ-
ently, but when someone has a child or a drug problem then that 
option is unavailable 

 

Financials– who is paying for these services? 
FORMA has a care contract for adult education with the Bonaire 

government (OLB), but the Social Opportunity Direction is being 
paid for by the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science 
(OCW). OCW pays OLB which chose FORMA to be the executive 
organization for the Social Opportunity Direction for youngsters. 

 SGB (high school) bought us in to implement MBO 1. And the 
courses we offer are either cost covered, or the companies pay for 
their personnel, or people pay for it privately. 

The reason I want to develop FORMA further is because educa-
tion and personal assistance go hand in hand at FORMA, and I 
think that’s a prerequisite for our target groups to be successful in 
the employment market. That’s what we’re doing it for! 

In the beginning I gave you an example of how we work with 
someone who is participating in the Social Opportunity Direction 
for Youngsters, however MBO 1 is different. MKBO 1 clients work 
four days a week (a paid job) and go to school one day per week. 
However, for all the other programs they have to be here five days 
a week. If that’s a problem financially, the student will get food 
packages (including Pampers, baby formula etc.) and all the stu-
dents get a breakfast at Forma every morning.  

We are open Monday through Friday from 8am to 10pm. In total, 
we completed 2014 with 522 clients from the four departments . 
It definitely shows that people on Bonaire have a great hunger 
for education as they are eager to improve their perspective. It 
is not easy when you live under the poverty line - $188 per month 
is very little – with a couple of children and to improve your per-
spective in a situation like that is extremely difficult, but people do 
it and they are successful! 

Behind this all is a team of 42 people working at FORMA (plus 
the other social services involved) who put their heart and soul into 
the support, the motivation and the guidance of these people so that 
they can reach their goal and at last can live an independent adult 
life by finding a job and keeping it. 

You see, poverty is the main problem because when 10 people 
are financially forced to live in one house with two bedrooms it 
creates a lot of troubles like domestic violence, drug and alcohol 
abuse and child abuse. When there is no steady income, debts grow 
higher and higher and with it enormous pressure, stress and anxiety.  

When someone comes here we provide minimal basics of food 
and money, and next to educating a person we start working, very 
structurally, on their self-esteem, because once you believe in it, it 
becomes possible. And when a parent finds a 
job and establishes her or himself, the chance 
of a better future for the children is also much 
larger and thus the vicious circle of poverty 
and hopelessness is finally broken.” 

For more info: www.fundashonforma.com   
Greta Kooistra  

FORMA (Continued from page 8) 

FORMA manager Inge Berben 
volunteering during Bon Doet.  

She formerly worked for the proba-
tion service and was one of the 

founders of Jong Bonaire where 
she was manager for seven years. 

Forma  
Photo 

T here’s something that 
really irritates me in my 

yard. It’s a kind of  weed (see 
photo) which is terrible, and if 
you have it in your yard pull it 
up immediately. It’s very 
dominant and will take over 
your yard in a few months. The 
wind spreads its seeds all over 
the place, and before you know 
it  the young plants are pop-
ping up among all your nice 
flowers, your vegetables and 
soon you see just this horrible 
weed.  

I got it in some black dirt I 
bought  from a local company. 
The big truck came full of nice 
black dirt. I was so happy with 
it. Soon after the young weed 
plant came up. I didn't know 
what kind of plant it was and 
when it started flowering I was 
even in love with the cute tiny 

white flowers. But, after a few 
months my whole yard was 
covered with this weed, and 
since then I cannot get rid of it. 
It has roots going deep into the 
soil, not matter what kind of 
soil. Even if there is klip 
(limestone)  under the soil, this 
plant can survive in any cir-
cumstances. When you try to 
pull it out, it breaks. And the 
next week you see it again, 
even bigger. The more it 
breaks the better it grows.  

It looks like  I will never get 
rid of this awful plant. So don't 
let the lovely tiny white flow-
ers fool you. When you see it, 
dig it out with all roots and 

throw it immediately into a 
plastic bag in the garbage to 
avoid the flowers dropping the 
seeds.  

Rocky Emers from LVV 
advises that when you get  
black soil from here, cover it 
with a big piece of plastic so 
when the weed start growing it 
dies under the plastic. Then 
after awhile you can use the 
dirt. I should have  known this 
before, but I’m writing about it 
so it won’t happen to you.  

There are some other awful 
weeds like the one they call 
“Anglo.” It has small nice 
looking yellow flowers and 
horrible thorns. If you step on 
it, you have a problem.  It 
looks like a bimbe plant (which 
I’ve written about before) and 
crawls over the soil. Once you 
have it in your yard, its hard to 
get rid of it.  Ask the locals to 
show you this Anglo plant. 
Story & photo by Story & 
photo by Angliet,  Nature 
Lover 
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Best Cellars Bonaire 
Kaya Industria Pariba 

(Opposite Bonaire Food Group) 

 

717-1995 

bonaire@mail.com 


