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K ing's Day last Monday 
started a week of 

merrymaking.  King Willem 
Alexander celebrates his birth-
day on 27 April, not like the 
past queens on 30 April. How-
ever, Rincon Day (see story 
beginning on page 10) is still 
celebrated as an unofficial 
holiday on May 30.   

People were looking forward 
to Rincon Day. The former 
UPB-led Executive Council 
had announced it would make 
that date a public holiday in 
exchange for Kingdom Day on 
December 15, but the Dutch 
Government said that was not 
possible this year.  Employers 
were asked to voluntarily give 
workers time off on Thursday 
to attend the celebrations at 
which the royal couple were 
present.  This made for a four-
day weekend . 

 

►You can once again fly 
from Bonaire to San Juan 
and return.  Beginning Thurs-
day, July 2nd, 2015 Insel Air 
will fly to San Juan, Puerto 
Rico. The flights are every 
Thursday morning and Sunday 
afternoon via Aruba. To cele-
brate the new flight destination 
Insel Air has a sale on tickets 
to San Juan. The introductory 
fare is $222 (including tax). 
Flights will be operated with a 
Fokker 70 jet. 

 
►May is ”Bonaire Cuisine 

Month.”   Ten Bonaire restau-
rants are participating by offer-
ing culinary specials, usually 
with prefixed menus, signature 
cocktails and happy hour spe-
cials. It was launched at this 

past Sunday’s Taste of Bon-
aire.  The program is designed 
to showcase Bonaire’s excel-
lent cuisine and capitalize on 
the growing trend of culinary 
tourism. 

 
►In the past quarter, em-

ployees of the Fiscal Intelli-
gence and Investigation Ser-
vice (FIOD), in collaboration 
with other police agencies 
investigated non-compliance 
of the obligation to report 
unusual financial transac-
tions. 

Accountants, notaries as well 
as other companies and service 
providers among others are 
obliged to report unusual fi-
nancial transactions to a hot-
line of the Financial Intelli-
gence Netherlands Unit (FIU-
NL) with the aim to prevent 
money laundering and terrorist 
financing. Unusual transac-
tions include cash payments of 
$ 11,000 and more. The failure 
to report constitutes a criminal 
offense.  

 

►Bonaire’s Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(KvK) cleaned up its com-
mercial register. Just 1,100 of 
the original 4,200 listings re-
main in the register.  The firms 
dropped are who the Chamber 
of Commerce has long had 
heard nothing rom and did not 
react to letters and reminders.  

Companies and institutions 
have an obligation to enroll in 
the KvK or run the risk of a 
fine of up to $28,000. 

The Chamber of Commerce 
advises entrepreneurs, execu-
tives and other stakeholders to 
check their data in the register 
for correctness and that there 
are no arrears in the payment 
of annual dues. Pass by the 
Chamber of Commerce at 
Kaya Grandi 67 or check 
online at 
www.bonairechamber.com. 

 
►Kooyman opened its new 

Megastore in Bonaire on Fri-
day, 24 April. Island Governor 

Edison Rijna cut the ribbon 
followed by a show that ended 
with fireworks around 8 pm. 
The old store is to be demol-
ished and replaced by a drive 
through. The $7 million project 
also increased the company’s 
payroll by 20 persons to 55. 

 

►Lobster Season Closed 
On May 
1st  .  From 
May 1st to 
October 
31st it is 
prohibited 
by law to 
catch lob-
ster in the 
waters around Bonaire, Klein 
Bonaire and in Lac. Venezuela 
also has prohibited the catch-
ing of lobster during the same 
period. Do not catch, buy, 
serve, sell or eat fresh lobster 
from May 1st to October 31st. 
Spiny lobsters breed and 
spawn when the ocean is warm 
during the summer and female 
lobsters may produce hundreds 
of thousands of eggs twice 
during the reproductive season. 
She lays the eggs and holds 
them under her tail for up to 
ten weeks, until they are ready 
to hatch. It is strictly prohib-
ited to take lobster during 
this time. 

 

►The US premiere of 
George Buckley's short docu-
mentary film Bonaire Bo-
nanza, made with award win-
ning Dutch filmmaker Edward 
Snijders debuted in Harvard 
on May 1. The film was com-
pleted in 2014 in Bonaire 

during several trips. It has 
since won the 'Palme d'Or 
Award' in Marseille at the 
'Festival Mondial De L'image' 
whose roots go back to Ocean 
Pioneer Jacques Cousteau.  
The film features the dynamic 
biodiversity that make up a 
living coral reef and docu-
ments the decades of work by 
the people and organizations of 
Bonaire to manage and protect 
them.  See https://
vimeo.com/93424785  

 
►Construction for the con-

struction of the new Papa 
Cornes Community School in 
North Salina is underway. 
The construction is expected to 
take about a year. The new 
building will consist of sec-
tions for the Papa Cornes 
school, a nursery and a joint-
use covered outdoor space 
available for shared use. 

 
►Three primary schools 

Kolegio San  Luis Bertrian, 
Kolegio San Bernardo and 
De Pelikaan, have passed the 
Dutch School Inspectorate’s 
basic quality inspection satis-
factorily. 

Said a pleased Dutch State 
Secretary of Education Sander 
Dekker, “This is very good 
news; good news for the pupils 
at these schools that now get 
the education to which they are 
entitled, good news for the 
teachers, school leaders and 
directors involved, who have 
worked very hard to achieve 
this result.”  

 
(Continued on page 3) 

Downtown Kralendijk  
Topsupermarket 

bonaire@gmail.com 

- Your Friendly Local Supermarket. 

Lots of  

Beer, Alcoholic Drinks, Sodas, Chips, 

Beer, Alcoholic Drinks, Sodas, Chips, 
Beer, Alcoholic Drinks, Sodas, Chips, 

Cookies, Cereals and 
Cookies, Cereals and 
Cookies, Cereals and    Fruits and Vegetables.

Fruits and Vegetables.
Fruits and Vegetables.   

Fresh reads .Fresh reads .Fresh reads .   

ColdColdCold   Beer and Sodas.
Beer and Sodas.
Beer and Sodas.   

Open Non-Stop Mon.-Sat. 7-30am-8 pm, Sun. 8am-8pm Eco Di Caribe products are 
better for your health and the 

environment of Bonaire.  Used 
by environmentally conscious 

householders, professional 
cleaning services (like JRA and 

others). 
 

Now on sale at Budget Marine, Lisa 
Convenience Store,  and   
v d Tweel Supermarket. 

Multi Cleaner - Floor Cleaner 
Glass Cleaner—Detergent 

Website-  http://ecodicaribe.com/ 

►Fuel prices changed last month; some up, some down. 

 Diesel 

The scheduled Bonaire 
Reporter edition due April 
20 was delayed because of  
a sudden illness of Laura 
DeSalvo, the editor.  She is 
now recovering.  For more 
information go to https://
www.facebook.com/
GetWellLaura. Thanks to 
all who sent prayers and 
intentions to her. 

This Week’s Stories 
 

Fuel Prices     2 
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Environmental Friendly Cleaning 
Products     5 
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Royal Dia Di Rincon   10                           
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Departments 
 
 

Flotsam & Jetsam                           2        
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     8 
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Own –LVV      9 
My Little Shop  -Go Green   12 
Letters: Trapped   12  

Classifieds, Masthead                   14 
Tide Table, Sunrise & Sunset  
Times, Moon Phase           14 
Sudoku puzzle, answer   14 
Shopping & Dining Guides   15 
What’s Happening,   16                           
Cat of the Week – Zachary   18 
Dog of the Week-Woopy, Isaak    18 
Shelter News–Pakus di Pruga,18 
Bonaire Sky Park (Connect Dots    17   
The Stars Have It (Astrology)        17 
  



Bonaire Reporter- April 20-May 18, 2015  Page 3   

►More and more schools in 
the Caribbean Netherlands 
are getting their programs to 
the basic quality level. In 2013 
Fundashon FORMA, the foun-
dation for education, including 
adult education and social op-
portunity for young people, was 
first to achieve the level. The 
aim is that by 2016, as many 
schools in the Caribbean Nether-
lands as possible will have 
achieved the basic quality level. 

 

►Recently, the Island Gov-
ernment 
placed 29 
new signs 
that warn 
about donkey 
crossings. The 
signs were donated by the Don-
key Sanctuary Foundation.  This 
government and the foundation 
want to emphasize again that 
drivers must be on guard for 

donkeys on the road. In the past 
year the number of accidents 
involving donkeys declined 
drastically. 

 
►WASHINGTON--The 

United Nations (UN) and con-
servation groups have warned 
the Caribbean that their 
economies are in peril because 
of the decline of coral reefs. 
According to a report, years of 
overfishing,  boating and envi-
ronmental degradation are caus-
ing coral reefs in the Caribbean 
and around the world to disap-
pear.  

 
►Last year, Aruba wel-

comed a total of 1.07 million 
air arrivals, a 9.5 per cent in-
crease over 2013.  Compare that 
to Bonaire’s 60,000 or so.  

 

►The Classical Music Board 
Bonaire is organizing a con-

cert on 23rd May at 8 pm at 
Plaza Resort. 

The internationally recognized 
Dutch pianist Marcel Worms 
will perform Caribbean Dances 
by Jules Blasini, Joseph Sick-
man Corsen, Robert Rojer, Wim 
Statius Muller,  Jan Gerard 
Palm, Rudolf Palm, Jacobo 
Palm en Albert Palm. The pieces 
together are called "Danzas 
Caribeñas" and a CD will be on 
sale at the concert. Mr. Worms 
will also play pieces from Vene-

zuela, Cuba and Brazil.  He  has 
performed in Europe as well as 
China, Indonesië, Israël, The 
Middle East, Russia, The Far 
East, the USA, South America, 
Cuba and Africa. 

Tickets are available at Addo's 
Books and Toy Store, Flamingo 
Book Store, Valerie's Airport 
Shop and at Plaza, You can also 
reserve tickets at 
www.classicalmusicbonaire,com   
See ad on page 19. 

►The Reporter welcomes 
back Re/Max Paradise Homes 
as a regular advertiser on The 
Bonaire Reporter.   Bonaire is a 
great place to live and Re/Max 
can help find you a home or help 
sell your present one.  See their 
ad at the bottom of this page.  
   G.D. 

Flotsam and Jetsam (from page 2) 

► Bonaire had a momentous moment last 
month. Long time political rivals Partido 
Demokrátiko Boneriano (PDB) and the Un-
ion Patriotico Boneriano (UPB) have jointly 
signed a coalition agreement to govern the 
island. During the years, at times, Red (PDB) 
and green (UPB), the two oldest parties in 
Bonaire (61 and 45 years of age, respectively) 
often conflicted.  

“But all that is over now and we have left 
this behind,” said Robby Beukenboom, the 
leader of the Democrats. “This collaboration 
brings hope for the future. We need to put eve-
rything aside, behind us and walk for Bonaire. 
”  PDB’s James Kroon said in his opening 
speech. “Bonaire should be in harmony. Eve-
ryone is entitled to unity and stability. ” Both 
received applause and unanimous and united 
cries in Papiamento: “Yes, it is.” Both men 
then signed the coalition agreement between 
the UPB and PDB. 

Gerard Silberie, a relative newcomer to party 
leadership, but long on experience, , the 
brother of UPB party chairwoman Maritsa 
Silberie was sworn in as Commissioner for the 
UPB. Clark Abraham will serve as Commis-

sioner for the PDB and Benito Dirksz, who 
merged his party into the PDB will also serve 
as Commissioner on the Executive Council.  

Rumors were flying that current UPB  Com-
missioner James Kroon had to switch from the 
Executive Council to the Island Legislative 
Council to avert a possible “hijacking” of the 
Island Council that would allow the Blue Party 
of Elvis Tjin-Asjoe into the government. The 
portfolios of the Commissioners still has to be 
announced. 

►The Mariadal Foundation, which is responsible for the hos-
pital and other health services on Bonaire had a 60-member troupe 
(photo above) taking part in Dia di Rincon last week.  For more on 
Dia di Rincon (Rincon Day) go to page 10.  (Audri Statie photo) 

Slicing the watermelon 
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“I  was born in Ibagué, Co-
lombia and when I was 

about four or five years old, my 
adoptive mother took me to 
Venezuela. I never call her 
mother, I always call her ‘Fai’, 
her name is Faizul Semeleer and I 
respect her endlessly; she gave so 
much to me and she worked so 
hard. She always tells me that 
when she adopted me, it was be-
cause she loved my eyes and my 
smile and that when she took me 
home I brought a lot of happiness 
to the house.  

We lived in Caracas, the four of 
us; Fai, her father and mother and 
me. Faizul travelled a lot, not 
only she loved it, but it was also 
her job as she would buy and sell 
clothing, shoes and jewelry. 
When she went on her trips I 
would stay with her parents who 
loved me very much. 

At university I learned about 
electronics and electricity and so’ 
he laughs ‘I can fix everything in 
the house. However, I never 
worked in that field. I worked as 
a salesman in natural medicine 
and I was good at it. I was the 
sales person for three cities: Cara-
cas, Guarenas and Los Teques 
and for Litoral Central, also 
called ‘La Guaira’, the coastal 
zone north of the mountain range, 
a big area.  

When I was about 18 my sister 
Nelsy was born and one year later 
came my second sister, Arunel.’ 
He laughs: ‘They made me crazy 
but I was and still am crazy for 
them too! 

I still lived with my mom be-
cause in Venezuela it’s different; 
you live with your family and 
they want to keep you as long as 
they can; our culture is all about 
family! We all lived together; my 
sisters and me and my grandpar-
ents and Fai. She still travelled 
frequently and then one day, she 
came to Bonaire to look for busi-
ness opportunities and she loved 
it the moment she stepped from 
the plane; it was paradise to her! 

Because of political reasons the 
company I worked for went bank-
rupt and my friends found me a 
job as a security guard at a disco-
theque. I loved it but my Fai did-
n’t like it; she thought it was too 
dangerous. It paid good money, 
but working at night kills you, so 
I found another job at a gas sta-
tion. I had to take it; jobs had 
become scarce as the political 
situation was deteriorating. After 
work I would take my board and 
drive to the coast to go body 
boarding in Los Cocos. A great 
way to get rid of stress and get a 
tan! 

When Fai moved here in 1998, 
she came back to fetch my sisters, 
but I preferred to stay in Vene-
zuela. However, Fai didn’t agree; 
she told me ‘Rafa, come to Bon-

aire; it will be better for you and 
safer.’ She always tried to protect 
me and she was forever thinking 
of what was best for me. But I 
stayed with my grandparents 
while I was working at the gas 
pump and the car wash. Then one 
day, it occurred to me that it was-
n’t the life I wanted to live for the 
rest of my days, so I went on va-
cation to Bonaire, to see what it 
was like. It seemed okay, but it 
was a little bit quiet. Fai immedi-
ately started with the paperwork 
and I went back to Venezuela and 
two years later I was accepted by 
immigration and then Fai send 
me the ticket. But… I didn’t go – 
I used the money for something 
else and Fai got very angry. You 
see, I was afraid to change my 
whole life for a life I didn’t know 
anything about. I was 27 and I 
didn’t know anyone here, nor did 
I know the language or the cul-
ture. However, the second time 
Fai sent me the money, I did 
come to Bonaire and started 
working at her shop. My grand-
parents stayed in Caracas and that 
was sad; I loved them so much. 

The first months were hard; but 
there was Alex Semeleer, Fai’s 
husband, my stepfather, who be-
came very special to me and who 
is one of the most important per-
sons in my life. He is a saint and 
thanks to him I learned every-
thing I needed to know and much 
more about Bonaire. He and Fai 
also told me to look for better 

opportunities as they wanted me 
to grow and do better. It didn’t 
take me long until I’d found a 
group of friends with whom I felt 
very comfortable. On Bonaire, 
when you are friendly, people are 
friendly to you. My friends taught 
me Papiamentu and little by little 
I picked up some English words 
as well. Then Fai heard that they 
needed someone at the car wash 
of Hertz and so I started working 
there; it was a chance to become 

independent. I did that for about 
two years and then I got an offer 
from AB Car Rental. The man-
ager was Venezuelan and a good 
friend of mine; he let me drive 
the cars and pick up clients and it 
was challenging because I didn’t 
speak enough English, no Dutch, 
just Papiamentu and Spanish and 
I felt insecure. I worked nights 
from 3 am when KLM would 
come in and I also worked week-
ends; it was really crazy but 
along the way I became more 
confident. 

Then I met Radya; she was 
Dutch and worked as an intern. I 

had my own apartment and after 
a while we became a couple. I 
learned about the Dutch culture, 
because in Venezuela a man pays 
everything, but the Dutch girls 
are independent; they share the 
bills and that was nice for me! 
We were very happy! At work 
however things were not so well 
and went back to Hertz, to the car 
wash; it wasn’t a problem for me 
because if you did it before you 
can do it again. 

When I’d worked there previ-
ously I had met Luqui, who is the 
general manager for Bonaire and 
Curacao for Hertz, and we had 
become friends. This time it was 
Rafael Rodriguez who asked me 
why I wasn’t working as a rental 
agent. He had noticed that I did a 
really good job with the clients. 
So they trained me and slowly 
but certainly I started working at 
the office all by myself. I liked it 
and I felt comfortable with the 
clients and great service is my 
number one! 

In 2011 my girlfriend Radya 
and I decided to have a baby and 
on March 3, 2012 at 9.30 in the 
morning a beautiful baby boy 
named Sachiël was born at the 
hospital. I was very happy with 
my son! It was a difficult delivery 
but Radya handled it very well 
while I almost blacked out! After 
that I had a lot more respect for 
her! So, life went on and when 
my son was one and a half years 
old, Radya went to Holland with 
him and then my life changed 
completely. You know, when 
they left I felt sad, but after a 
while it really hit me… I missed 
my boy so much. I thought about 

going to Holland, but it seemed 
so difficult because I would have 
started with zero. Sachiël is al-
ways on my mind and I miss him 
like crazy. My son means every-
thing to me; he has shown me 
what the real value is in life and I 
love him more than anything. 
Often times I think when he’s 
older he will come back to live 
here and he will love it because 
he is ‘yu di tera’, born on Bon-
aire.  

So, for the time being I am 
staying here. I’ve learned that 
sometimes it’s too late to fix your 
mistakes. I’ve also learned that 
good friends really support you 
when you need it. And I am very 
proud and grateful that I have 
friends who have been through 
good and bad with me, who talk 
to me every day to see how I am 
doing. Friends are so much more 
important than money and Bon-
aire gave me the best friends of 
all. I’d like to say thank you to 
Luqui, Josina and Petri, to the 
Velarde family and to Linda and 
to all my other good friends and 
most of all to my family who has 
given me their unconditional 
love.  

I am still at Hertz and I love my 
job, but I was always working 
and now I’ve also learned to en-
joy life a little bit more for myself 
in order to live happier. I miss my 
son and that is a constant pain but 
I trust that we will be together 
one day. When you work hard, 
your dreams can come true, but 
never forget where you are from 
and how you started and it where 
it took you. Here and now I am 
doing well; I like my life and it 
will be even better in the future.” 
  

 

 

Story & pho-
tos by Greta 
Kooistra 

“… I’ve learned that some-
times it’s too late to fix your 
mistakes. I’ve also learned 

that good friends really sup-
port you when you need it. ”  

Jana cooking at the Dive Hut  

One of Bonaire's beautiful faces, Jana Isaza 
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Web: www.bonairefreewieler.com 
Email: freewieler@bonairefreewieler.com 

 

Parts and accessories for all brands 
of bikes and scooters  

   Beautiful Bike Clothes, shoes  
 

All type of house and car keys  
duplicated 

 

   Kaya Grandi #61 
   “The blue building” 

Call 717-8545 
 

Open: 8:30-12:30, 2:00-5:30 

Featuring Giant, Bikkel and Golden Lion bikes 

T he Dutch royals are easy 
to like and naturally ap-

proachable.  One of the winners 
of the Rincon Day road race was 
thrilled when she received her 
trophy.  She stepped out just as 
the royals drove up in a tuk-tuk.  
She burst out, "Maxima, look 
what I won!”  Queen Maxima said,  “Why that’s wonderful.”  This was just one of the 
great moments the royals shared with the Bonairean people on their visit.  Maybe they 
should make it an annual event… and bring their daughters? 

• Update on Empire Cinema: Bula previously reported on the indoor/outdoor cin-
ema opening soon in Hato near the MCB administrative building. Plans were to be-
gin showing movies the last week in April. However according to their Facebook 
page, everything is on hold. The usual Bonaire "plague" has struck: waiting on li-
censes! Stay tuned for further updates. 

• More updates: Previous reports of a new establishment, named  “Woodstock” at the 
former Capriccio location are confirmed. Word on the street is that the owners of 
Caribbean Chillout in Tera Cora will be opening a "hippie" bar there...construction 
is almost complete and opening is not far off. Hopefully they will avoid the 
"plague." 

• More "plague" report: As previously reported a new establishment at the former 
location of Den Laman Restaurant/Sunset Grill and most recently the second Plazita 
Limena is open. Unfortunately, as of press time word on the street is that they are 
only open for "happy hours" and snacks. Still waiting on the food license. 

•  The taxman bowed to the people, at least temporarily.  Plans to close the cash-
ier’s window at the tax service building were postponed .  The taxman’s plan was to 
have all tax payments paid through a bank or online.  While perhaps a good idea for 
the 16 million people in the European Netherlands, it may not be the best solution 
for Bonaire where on line computers and bank accounts aren’t used by some of the 
people. 

• Was there a plot afoot to hijack the government leadership? If there was, it was 
foiled. Rumor on the street was that some disgruntled members of one 
party were hoping to "tumble" the coalition by becoming 
"independent" once the island council members were seated, the plot 
was foiled by one of the leaders making the ethical choice for the bene-
fit of the island. Flotsam and Jetsam has more details■  Bula Bonchi 

Items not necessarily confirmed but are being discussed “on the street” 

Call The Reporter at  
786-6518 or email  re-

porter@bonairenews.com  
if you have something  

HAPPENING 

 

 

Fire Protection Products 

SCUBA Systems  and Dive Tank  
Hydro-test & Maintenance   

 

Repair of scuba equipment 
Pick-up and delivery 

Computerized system, Print-

Kaya Kilowot # 3310, Next to Bonaire Food Group 
 

 Phone +599 782-2953,    email: info@bhmbv.com  

out report of test re-

sultsFire  
Extinguishers 

Sales 
Service 

Kralendijk –  

A  couple of years ago 
Tobi Rens visited the 

island of Bonaire for the first 
time. As so many other visi-
tors he immediately fell in 
love with the tropical island. 
Being a chemist by profes-
sion he was touched by the 
natural and almost unspoiled 
beauty of the island. Unfortu-
nately, especially by the in-
crease of the population the 
last ten years he got more and 
more concerned about the 
environment and the pollution 
of the island. 

Rens: “When I first came to 
Bonaire I discovered almost 
immediately most people still 
used a lot of traditional and old fashioned cleaning products, containing lots of 
chlorine and other harmful and aggressive chemicals. As the Bonairian nature is 
very special, unique and delicate, I started thinking about alternatives for the envi-
ronment unfriendly cleaning products. I did a lot of research; I had contact with the 
Stinapa, local people and the owners of hotels and restaurants. I found out salt, 
grease and fine dust are very stubborn and difficult to get rid of. Metal, glass and 
windows, concrete, tiles and paint suffer and deteriorate from these types of pollu-
tion. 

With more than 25 years of experience with cleaning products I developed a range 
of eco-friendly products, completely based on natural degreasers made out of 
coco’s, alcohol made out of corn. The fresh smell of my products I extract from 
oranges, the color from beets and green plants. All cleaning products from Eco di 
Caribe are especially developed for a tropical island like Bonaire. All products are 
completely made from natural ingredients and all products are completely natural 
degradable. The philosophy is: “From nature to nature.” Even the big containers and 
canisters are completely re used and recycled.” 

Eco di Caribe is a developer and producer of fully natural cleaning products. Their 
cleaners are delivered to companies and shops like JRA Cleaning Service, Dive 
Friends Bonaire, Buddy Dive, Lisa Convenience Store and Budget Marine. 

Gordon, dive master at the Dive Inn location of Dive Friends Bonaire: “The stuff 
from Eco di Caribe seems to work pretty well. It is a concentrated cleaning product 
and we just need a little of the product to make a solution with water. We use it in 
our rinse tanks for cleaning masks, snorkels and regulators, for mopping and for 
general cleaning. It is not as bubbly as the classic cleaning products we were used 
to but there are no artificial chemicals in it, it smells nice and it does the job!” 

Irida Felix, from Lisa Convenience Store, located at the corner of Kaya Lisboa 
and Kaya Nikiboko South said, “I am born on the island of Bonaire. I left and then I 
returned to my original soil and roots. More and more persons pro-
duce more and more dirt, fine dust, grease and oil. And then there is 
always the bad influence from the salt on wood, glass, metal. I am 
proud of my island and I also feel responsible for nature and envi-
ronment. We have to realize nature is one of our most important 
sources of income. Think only of all the tourists visiting Bonaire and 
the dive industry. We may not lose our island and underwater 
world!”  Jan Brouwer 

Tobi with a few of his products. 
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ROCARGO  SERVICES, N.V. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
      
  

 

International Freight (Car) BV 
  

The ONLY company offering  
direct weekly consolidation  

services from Europe/Holland  
to Bonaire 

  

www.ifc-consolidators.nl 
  

Jupiterweg 1A (Ecopark) 
4761 RW Moerdijk, Holland 

Tel 31-(0) 168-40-94 94 

 
Offering DAILY  

Express Services from 
and to Bonaire 

  
For shipment tracking 

www.fedex.com 

The World On Time 

Kaya Industria 12, Kralendijk- Bonaire—N.A. 
717-8922 FAX 717-5791   Email:info@rocargo.com 

 

For All Your Shipping Needs 

Full service door to door by air  
and by sea.  

  

Customs clearance, transportation, 
warehousing.   

International and local relocation.  
Packing material in stock. 

  

Qualified and professional personnel. 
  

Timely, accurate and reliable  
ISO 9001: 2000 Certified 

  

Amcar Freight, Inc. 
  

The ONLY company  
offering direct weekly  
consolidation services 

from Miami, USA  
to Bonaire 

  
  

 www.amcarfreight.com 
 

Amcar Freight 
12600 NW 25 Street 

Suite 107 
Miami, Fl 33182 

 

B onaire has 
plenty of room 

for museums with dif-
ferent focuses, and that 
is what is emerging in 
the new Bonaire.  Most 
of these museums are 
going to be housed in 
restored historical 
buildings – a plus for 
Bonairean architecture.   

Stichting Terramar 
Museum is to be a 
small museum in the 
old Music School 
building which will be 
first and foremost a museum that Bo-
nairean people can identify with and use 
– not just view, and secondly a tourist 
attraction that will be a “journey 
through time in one hour.”   The goal is 
to open in October 2015 after the his-
toric building has undergone a complete 
restoration.   

The idea, according to managing di-
rector and archeologist, Ruud Stelton, is 
to have a small museum with Bonaire 
history from prehistoric 1500 BC 
through colonial times until the present.  
The exhibits will show Bonaire as the 
center but will also take the wider view 
of how Bonaire fits into the history of 
the region from the Orinoco delta, 
through the Venezuelan coast to the 
other islands of the Caribbean with the 
sea as the highway for trade and travel 

Artifacts for the museum will be on 
loan from local collections, NAAM – 

(National Archaeological Anthropologi-
cal Memory Management) - in Curacao, 
the Florida Museum of Natural History 
– Caribbean islands collection, and pos-
sibly other Caribbean islands.   Many 
commitments have already been se-
cured.   

The information will have to be quite 
general with more detailed temporary 
exhibits that may change every six 
months or so.   

Stelton wishes to work with the local 
schools so that Bonairean children will 
gain a greater understanding of their 
history and take pride in their rich cul-
tural heritage.  He 
also wishes to do 
some archeological 
research while on 
Bonaire.    

 Maggie Kaiser 
Booi 

G ijs Borsten 

(foreground) 
writes, “We shot a 
sunny contribu-
tion to the new  
'Picture Yourself' 
spring edition of 
2015, from an -at 
this very moment- 
'Flowering In-
ferno', the Nether-
lands, to be more 
precise from the 
hamlet of 
Wekerom, on the western edge of 'De Veluwe' N.P., heart of the Bible Belt, the 
new home town of Marlies and Annemiek. In the center of the picture you find 
two former Animal Shelter staff members flanked by their partners). 

————————————————————————————— 

A mong the many people who sent 
healing thoughts and prayers for 

the recovery of our editor, Laura, were 
frequent contributors to Picture Your-
self in The Bonaire Reporter Alan and 
Joan Zale. 

They wrote, “We lit a candle this af-
ternoon for Laura by the statue of our 
Blessed Mother at our church, Sacred 
Heart Church here in Hartsdale, NY.” 

Thanks A & J and everyone. It all 
worked. 
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VERY Effective For 
Advertising.  Why? 
Price and Quality: 

  

•   Big format– Your 
ad is never “lost in 
the clutter.”  

 
•   Original Bonaire positive 

stories, news and letters 
 
•   Balanced views and top-

ics what people want to 
read, not just press re-
leases 

 
•   Low ad cost per copy. 
 
•   Aimed at Locals and  

Tourists in hotels and 
markets, shops and res-
taurants  

 
•   Your ads go Worldwide on 
Facebook & Internet… free 
In English– The language of 

 Your ads placed in The Reporter will find customers for your shop or restaurant. Try it and see. At over 80 Bonaire locations  

 
“Advertising in The 

Bonaire Reporter is one 
of the most inexpensive 

and highly effective 
methods of promoting 

a business.” 

bargains and business. (Check 
for yourself how many adver-
tisements in  Dutch and Papia-
mentu publications use Eng-
lish– over 90% in the Extra) 
 
•  Free Directory listings for 

regular advertisers  
 
•  No ugly, competing front 

page advertising 
 
•  Call  Laura at 786-6518 or 

email  
reporter@bonairenews.com 

 

 

You can even combine your Reporter  ad with a spot on Tourist TV! 

 

To start 
Call Laura at 786-6518 

 

Email:  
Laura@ 

bonairenews.com 

 

Because of our superior technology the advertisements, photos and stories simply look better and easier to read 

O nce everything was 
unloaded, mom would 

start by cleaning up, while my 
little brother and I would wan-
der off in any direction, with 
intensions of exploring the vast 
landscape to discover what 
natural wonders were waiting to 
be found. Barefoot, as always, 
which would explain the thick 
calluses residing on the soles of 
our feet to this day. Our explo-
rations took us in many different 
directions, such as the coastline, 
where we would search the 
coastal puddles for odd crea-
tures like crabs or sea snails, or 
even the occasional octopus, 
which we then proceeded to 
handle without hesitation, ex-
amining their qualities by 
squishing them around in our 
fingers as if playing with little 
globs of Jell-O. Otherwise, we 
would head inland towards flat 
plains that stretched as far as the 
eye could see, where a small 
species of Tern or Gull would 
lay their eggs among the stones. 
Fortunately, we were never able 
to find any of these illusive 
eggs, however this made for 
great fun because whenever we 
would near these areas the birds 
would swoop down at us, while 
screeching “wraa! wraa!” as we 
ran as fast as we could. Laugh-
ing so hard it almost made us 
cry. 

Afterwards, when our adven-
tures were deemed satisfactory, 
we would return to our mom, to 
share our other worldly discov-
eries of alien life along the coast 
or the exciting and perilous es-
cape from almost certain death 
by angry mini sea gulls. No 
matter how crazy our adventure, 
we always returned safely and 
now that the sun was starting to 
set, it was time to prepare the 
fire.  

Sun sets on the island were 
incredible. The sky changes 
from a clear blue to many 
shades of green and purple, and 
then finally it transitions to or-
ange and red.  As you see the 
colors darken you also feel the 
wind start to howl while it picks 
up due the slight drop in tem-
perature. You couldn’t help but 
feel like you were alone in the 
world at that moment. Until the 
sound of hermit crabs starts to 
become more evident, the click-
ing of their shells as they drag 
them across the rocky surfaces 
of the coastline. And the grunt-
ing they do so well. You could 
hear hundreds of them coming 
out to look for food and travel 
more safely to where they had 
to go. However, there was a 
specific use for these little crit-
ters, they were revered to as a 
delicacy to reef fish! Knowing 
this, we would collect them 

during the night using bread 
crumbs, for use as bait during 
the following days. 

Unlike many places around 
the world, the ocean surround-
ing Bonaire is usually a com-
fortable 75 to 80. degrees Fahr-
enheit.. The coastlines were 
lined with miles of beautiful 
reefs that resembled huge me-
tropolises consisting of millions 
of inhabitants from various dif-
ferent species. All functioning 
as one to create an incredibly 
diverse ecosystem.   

But for my little brother and I, 
this meant nothing more than 
another adventure! Armed with 
our little masks and snorkels, 
and nothing else on but our little 
swim trunks, we would take to 
the water! The masks making 
our eyes squint like we had just 
eaten something incredibly sour, 
and the snorkels making our lips 
pout, like when you kiss a glass 
window and blow against it.  
However we weren’t worried 
about appearances, we had a 
more important task at hand, 
lunch!  

Once in the water we would 
use our hand lines to catch reef 
fish such as Bar Jack, Snapper, 
Grouper, Goatfish and some-
times even Barracuda. Many of 
which were in abundance at the 
time. Grouper and snapper were 
among our favorite to catch. 

Firstly, they were easier to 
catch. Their specific way of 
feeding was; they would use 
their jaw to suck in the entire 
bait (Mr. sneaky hermit crab) 
we conveniently placed in front 
of them. Of course once bait and 
hook were devoured, the rest 
was easy. Secondly, and more 
importantly, because snapper 
and grouper are delicious! Noth-
ing more was needed than a hot 
grill, some aluminum foil, on-
ions, salt and pepper and a 
lime…. Priceless! 

It was truly a wonderful time, 
one that I sometimes wished 
would never end. But such as all 
good things, it had to at some 
point. Many years have since 
passed and although our peace-
ful “Rancho” still stands, there 
has been little time to revisit. 

Reflecting on those times has 
taught me to appreciate what 
you have, whether it be the type 
of beauty that’s straight out of a 
magazine, or simpler things like 
hermit crabs crawling about in 
the dark, on a coral covered 
beach.  

 

“Beauty is hidden in every-
thing, just learn how to ob-
serve”, and when you live 
around true natural beauty for 
long enough that it starts to 
seem like nothing special, al-
ways be sure 
to step back 
and take a 
moment to 
appreciate it.   
 Douglas 
Abraham 

 

 

The Rancho 

Continued from last issue 
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TUNG FONG 
STORE N.V. 

  

 
“The Store With Almost Everything” 

Kaya Korona 52  Tel. 599 - 717 4224  FAX. 599 - 717 5224 

Opening hours: 8.30 am - 12.30 pm, 2.30 pm - 6.30 pm 
Open from Monday till Saturday.  Sundays closed.  

AUTOCITY B.V.  Kaya Finlandia 9   Email: bonaire@autocityAUTOCITY B.V.  Kaya Finlandia 9   Email: bonaire@autocityAUTOCITY B.V.  Kaya Finlandia 9   Email: bonaire@autocity---bv.com  Tel 717bv.com  Tel 717bv.com  Tel 717---7800   Fax 7177800   Fax 7177800   Fax 717---525452545254   

TRAFFIC CONTROL NEEDED 

Dear Editor, 

I was very happy to read in your last 
edition under Flotsam and Jetsam, that 
the Bonaire police is finally planning to 
step up their traffic enforcement obliga-
tions. I am a visitor to Bonaire for the 
last seven years and stay on average for 
two months on a sailboat at a mooring 
along Kaya J.N.E.Craane There is no end 
to the young hooligans who are racing 
down the narrow road with speeds in 
excess of 

100 km per hour, pulling wheelies for 
stretches of 100 to 200 meters at a time 
on one wheel without the possibility of 
steering or braking their scooter, four-
wheeler or motorcycles. Also all night 
long you have to listen to the screaming 
of unmuffled motorcycles doing rubber 
burnouts on the pavement or creating 
over revving and misfiring noises, terror-
izing local citizens and visitors alike, 
who are coming here for recreation and a 
good night’s sleep. 

All the while it appears that police is 
nowhere to be seen or heard of. As the 
hooligans are always the same, it would 
be very easy to put a stop to this by hav-
ing some well placed police cars posi-
tioned along the street a few times a 
week and pull the offenders over. Every-
where in North America, behavior like 
this is called stunt-driving and results in 
roadside vehicle seizures, fines of up to 
$10.000 and the loss of a drivers license. 

If Bonaire continues to tolerate this 
behavior in public, a serious accident 
with possible loss of life will be unavoid-
able, when someone eventually runs into 
visitors or pedestrians who crowd the 
road frequently. Please continue with 
your efforts to make it clear to the youth 
that if someone abuses their driving 
privileges, there will be consequences. 

Besides that, I love your island! 

 Martin Hederich M.A.(ed),  

 

  YACHT MOORINGS 

  Dear Editor, 

Rumors have been circulating that 
Stinapa is considering increasing the fee to 
use the yacht moorings. Or  should I say 
increase them again. A few days ago the 
fee was raised by one dollar per day 
(10%). Before they raise them again may I 
suggest that they sort out the mess that the 
moorings have become. 
The moorings consist of three concrete 
blocks cabled together making in effect 
one block. A number of moorings have 
been pulled apart so that they are now two 
single blocks. Single blocks are not ade-
quate. It is possible to topple them over or 
drag them. One block has dragged to the 
very edge of the reef top. A little further 
and the hapless boat owner would have 
been drifting out to sea with a tonne of 
concrete tied to the bow of his boat. The 
blocks need to be cabled back together. 
Two ropes secure the yacht to the mooring 
block. At least there are supposed to be 
two. Some have one (usually old and wait-
ing to break), some have missing floats 
and some do not have any mooring lines at 
all! Mooring lines should be replaced in a 
timely manner. 

Over the years numerous moorings have 
been placed inshore of the yacht moorings. 
In many cases there is no longer enough 
room to swing one hundred and eighty 
degrees in the event of a wind reversal. 
This creates a  dangerous situation 
whereby attempting to leave the mooring 
results in the very real possibility of hav-
ing a rope wrap around your propeller. 
This leaves you with no propulsion and 
headed for shore. It has happened in the 
past. Along the same line, in light wind 
conditions the yachts drift about aimlessly 
and bang into the boats closer to shore. I 
have the dings in the paint to prove this. 
Inshore moorings and swim areas need to 
be moved as necessary in order to provide 
sufficient swinging room. 
Once you are on a mooring you have a 
further problem, how do you get ashore? 
You could go to the marina but this is a 
private facility and has little space and is a 
long way from town. The fishing pier is 

usually fully occupied by fishing boats. 
Besides it is too high and dinghies get 
underneath and damaged by the rusty 
steelwork. Karel's kindly lets you use their 
dock. But this is also a private facility and 
dinghies can disappear completely under-
neath it. There is a small dock on the north 
commercial pier but this can only be used 
when cruise ships are not in port. There 
are no viable public docks for yachts on 
the moorings and there certainly should 
be. 
The use of the moorings is compulsory. 
However Stinapa has stated that their use 
is "at your own risk" and they accept "no 
responsibility for any loss or damage". I 
contend that if they are charging for moor-
ing use they have a responsibility to pro-
vide a safe environment under all condi-
tions, moorings maintained in proper con-
dition and a dinghy dock. 
               Web Burrfish 
More letters on page 12 

Kralendijk Bay—you can see the block moorings underwater. 

Internet photo 
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GROW YOUR OWN 
 

R ecently  LVV (The Livestock, 
Agriculture, and Fisheries  de-

partment) held a workshop for vegeta-
ble cultivation in home gardens. 

Rocky Emers head of the LVV  
taught the class. With enthusiasm, hu-
mor and fun he shared his knowledge 
and experience with the participants. 

The workshop was divided into  four 
parts: Soil and manure, sowing vegeta-
bles, planting fruit trees and on the last 
day making a mix of different soil from 
soil, goat-chicken manure and wa-
tapana tree mulch. The people took  
their mixed soil home to use in their 
yard. 

This project is in cooperation with 
POP Bonaire (Plattelands ontwik-
kelings programma ) to stimulate self 
sufficiency for food in the barios. It 
started last year September and partici-
pation is free. 

********************* 

I  enjoyed seeing all these people so 
enthusiastically busy with all that 

stuff. Notepads and pens, big sheets 
with info, pots and plants, different soil 
and a experienced teacher.  

The lesson was in two parts. The in-
formational part and the action part. 
There were okra plants (local name 
jambo ) and spinach plants, soil and 
small pots. For each participant there 
were two plants from each type. So 
they could plant their own okra and 
spinach and take them home. That was 
fun. Everybody busy and sharing info. 
Now something about these veggies: 

OKRA 

The okra is a very popular health 
food due to its high fiber, vitamin C 
and folate content. Its also known for 
being high in antioxidants and its also a 
good source of calcium and potassium. 

This plant grows very easily here. 
One can find it everywhere in the Car-
ibbean. 

There are two types of fruit-the long 
type and the short round type. The 
seeds inside the pod must be dry 
(grey ) to plant. Just put a couple of 
seeds in a small pot and look how fast 
they germinate. Then plant them in 
bigger pots or in your yard. The plant 
becomes about two meters tall and 
within a few months the pods are ma-
ture. 

Okra is widely used in a thick stew 
made with vegetables and meat, dry 
fish or dry shrimps. Popular on Bonaire 
( and the Antilles ) is jambo soup, a 

delicious soup (a bit slimy) with fish or 
salted beef with funchi (corn meal ). 
Vegetarian soup with okra is also great. 
Just add some sweet potatoes, corn, 
herbs and some curry.  

Stir fried okra; okra pickles; baked 
okra with sliced tomatoes and spiced 
okra with curry and or coconut milk are 
additional ways to prepare a okra dish. 

The products of the plant are muci-
laginous, resulting in the characteristic 
"goo" or slime when the seed pods are 
cooked. 

Some people don't like the sliminess 
of the okra pod, so to minimize this 
keep the pods  intact and cook with 
some vinegar or a few drops of lemon 
juice. 

Do you know that the leaves can also 
be cooked or eaten raw as a salad? 

And do you know that okra seeds can 
be roasted and ground to form a caf-
feine-free substitute for coffee? This 
plant came from the Arabic world 
( Egypt and Africa), went later to Asia 
- India and later introduced to the 
Americas by ships plying the Atlantic 
slave trade. 

Oil is made from the seeds which is 
very healthy and tastes good. The Okra 
is family includes cotton , cocoa and 
hibiscus. 

SPINACH 
Since spinach was one of the vegeta-

bles in the workshop and also popular 
here, it’s good to know some more de-
tails about it. 

Spinach is believed to be of Persian 
origin. Later it spread across the world 
in different varieties. 

Its well known for its nutritional 
qualities and has always been regarded 
as a plant with remarkable abilities to 
restore energy, increase vitality and 
improve the quality of blood. It’s rich 
in iron and iron plays a central role in 

the function of red blood cells which 
help in transporting oxygen around the 
body in energy production and DNA 
synthesis. Spinach is also an excellent 
source of vitamin K, vitamin A, vita-
min C and folic acid as well a good 
source of manganese, magnesium and 
vitamin B-12. 

Avoid eating spinach in combination 
with fish. This combination creates a 
nitrate which is not good for the body. 
The same happens when cooked spin-
ach is warmed up and served a second 
time.  

Don’t eat spinach more than twice a 
week. The best way to eat spinach is 
with a boiled egg. It’s not good to serve 
spinach to children under two years old 
because of the nitrate .  

Spinach also grows easily here on 
Bonaire. Look for seeds, plant them in 
a pot in soft black dirt and after about 
two weeks the young plants come up. It 
needs sun– and shade.  

The greener the plant is, the healthier 
it is for our body. Yellow leaves are not 
good to eat. To store spinach ,don't 
wash it until you use it. When you 
wash it and than store it in the fridge it 
turns bad. And bad spinach is bad for 
the body. 

Soon we will see 
some “Popeyes” on 
Bonaire. Thanks to 
spinach and okra in 
our own yard.  

Story & photos by 
Angliet, Nature Lover 

 

Spectacular setting for lunch and dinner  
Try torch-lit dining on the beach 

The Harbour Village seaside La Balandra restaurant  is open for  
Lunch & Dinner 7 days a week—Call for a reservation 717-7500 

Think of Harbour Village for your special events, weddings, engagement  
parties & corporate events. Meeting rooms and catering available.  

For special arrangements and quotes, please call or  
email   labalandra@harbourvillage.com  

Harbour Village Beach Club 
Phone # 717-7500  

Kaya Gobernador N. Debrot 71 
Bonaire, Dutch Caribbean 

Bonaire’s most  
enchanting location ! 

Some of the participants in the workshop making soin and potting plants 

Okra 

Spinach growing in blocks 
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On The  
Waterfront at 

The  Harbour  
Village Marina 

— 
Air-conditioning and 

al fresco dining 

Owned 
and  

operated 
by a 

French 
Master 
Chef 

Reservations: Tel: 717-7070 
email: info@bistrodeparis.com 

 

Zazu Bar at the Harbour Village Marina 
Open:: Mon-Fri 3-10 pm, Sat: 5-10 pm 

Bar menu available 
Tel: 717-7070 

email: info@bistrodeparis.com 

  

From Bonaire Nautico Marina in front of  
It Rains Fishes Restaurant 

BONAIRE NAUTICO MARINA At It Rains Fishes Restaurant  

Call Henk at 560-7254 / Bob 786-5399  info@bonairenauticomarina.com /VHF 68  

THE ONLY WALKON / 

Catamaran KANTIKA DI AMOR up 
to 27 adults or larger catamaran 
KANTIKA TOO up to  50 adults 

Also available for group trips 

Daily trips via resorts 10 am, 12, 2 pm  

YACHTSMEN! Tie up dockside for min. $10/day+ tax  (max 1.90 meter draft),  

  ~King Willem-Alexander and 
Queen Maxima of The Netherlands 

are honored guests  
on this festive day~ 

“A  beautiful beginning,” an-
nounces his royal majesty King 

Willem Alexander, as the flags of The 
Netherlands, Bonaire and Rincon are 
raised to announce the start of Dia di Rin-
con’s opening ceremony, on April 30, 
2015. The Dutch King and Queen have 
been invited to Dia di Rincon by Gover-
nor of Bonaire Edison Rijna to take part in 
the events that surround this historic cul-
tural celebration.  

Radiant in a bright yellow dress Queen 
Maxima greets people as they are led to 
their seats under a canopy that provides 
shade during the opening festivities. Once 
seated, the King grabs his phone to take a 
quick picture before the official program 
begins. The royal pair looks happy and 

relaxed.  Queen Maxima smiles and nods 
as her husband leans down to whisper 
something in her ear. They are visibly 
ready to enjoy a festive day. 

Master of ceremonies Papy Cecilia (at 
left) explains in his introduction that he 
wishes Dia di Rincon to be one of the 
largest festive days of the Kingdom. He 
notes that they are well on their way to 
achieving that goal with the royal visit this 
year. Governments representative of cul-
ture tells the public that Dia di Rincon is 
of great historical worth to Bonaire and its 
inhabitants and promises to do his best to 
have the day declared an official holiday 
so everyone can enjoy all that Rincon has 
to offer. 

Dance groups take the stage for a color-
ful exhibit of folkloric dance and the win-
ner of the Kanto Krioyo Rincon Hubenil 

(Rincon song festival for youth) is a hit. 
His voice is loud and clear as he sings of 
Baluba, the scarecrow that needs to keep 
the birds away. He is followed by the 
champion of the Kanto Krioyo Rincon 
Grandi (Rincon song festival for adults) 
who amuses the onlookers with his rendi-
tion of this royal Dia di Rincon, a day that 
is fit for a king. The King and Queen are 
asked to come on stage and receive gifts 
at the end of the show. Amongst the gifts 
is a scroll with a playful painting of Bon-
aire and its landscape; a memory of the 
island to take home. (at above left) 

They taste various traditional drinks and 
foods made by the Rinconeros 
(inhabitants of Rincon) before they make 
their way down the street by tuk tuk to the 
Chi Chi’ Tan museum. The pair is invited 
in to see the various traditional Bonairean 
musical instruments, shown how to tie a 
typical headdress and demonstrated vari-
ous time-honored games by a group of 
local children. 

Fundashon Cocari is up next where they 
meet with Mi tambe por! (I can too!) pro-
ject leaders, and officials of supporting 

(Continued on page 11) 

The royal couple fully enjoy the festive atmosphere as they laugh and joke to-
gether. Mi tambe por!: The royals pose outside at Fundashon Cocari with the chil-

dren in the Kansen voor Jongeren (Opportunities for the Youth) program. 
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foundations. The program Kansen voor 
Jongeren (Opportunities for the Youth) 
helps children aged 12 to 25 that are at 
risk of dropping out of school or have 
already dropped out of school. A presen-
tation of the Bonaire Youth Outreach 
Foundation is held by the youngsters 
themselves who explain to the royals 
what the program entails. One participant 
focuses on bullying on Bonaire and King 
Willem-Alexander asks him whether 
there is a lot of bullying in a small com-
munity like Bonaire as according to him, 
that kind of behavior is usually anony-
mous. The youngster replies that there are 
many cases here on the island, some quite 
severe. He shows a documentary he made 
on the subject. Other program members 
focus their efforts on changing mindsets 
and have created posters and videos that 
state slogans such as: “You must be the 
change you want to see in the world,” 
“Change starts with oneself’” and very 
cleverly, “Impossible – stands for I am 
possible – everything is possible in your 
mind.” 

The Mi Tambe por! Project links chil-
dren to coaches who help them with per-
sonal and educational development. In the 
early evening hours these youngsters 
come together at the Bonaire Youth Out-
reach Foundation to do homework and 
unwind. A selection of children partici-
pating in this program clarify the positive 
addition this program makes to their daily 
life and, especially, to their education. 
The commitment of the coaches to their 
respective child was very visible. They 
proudly smiled and nodded as the teenag-

ers took turns to address the royals.  

On their way out, the King and Queen 
were invited to the presentation of the 
new royal stamps of Bonaire. These 
stamps were especially designed for this 
royal visit by Bonaire’s Post Office; Fla-
mingo Express Dutch Caribbean and pic-
ture the King and the flag of Bonaire en-
twined as a symbol of the relation of Bon-
aire with The Netherlands. Unique is the 
fact that these are musical stamps. If 
scanned with the ‘CEE app’ one hears 
either the Dutch national anthem Wil-
helmus or the Bonairean ‘Tera di solo y 
Suave Biento.’  

In the afternoon the pair was escorted to 
a raised platform that overlooked the Dia 
di Rincon Simadan (Harvest) parade. The 
village was throbbing with visitors and 
residents alike and the atmosphere was 

friendly, fun and festive. The parade 
showed a variety of traditional cultural 
historical occupations of the people of 
Bonaire. The presentation included the 
craft of cacti hedging, the harvesting of 
Aloe Vera plants, the preparation of natu-
ral medicine, salt reaping, kunuku-living, 
bird catching and much more. The pro-
cession ended with a brightly colored 
parade of dancers making their way 
through the village. King Willem-

Alexander and Queen Maxima joined in 
with the last troupe. They smiled broadly, 
laughed and moved to the rhythm of the 
music as they shook hands with the public 
and onlookers took pictures. 

Elated, they reached the Archie Tours 
bus that was at the ready to transport them 
to their last visit of the day, Fundashon 
Krusada. Krusada won the coveted Ap-

Royals at Rincon (Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 19) 

Penny Lane is on the second floor of La Terraza, downtown Kralendijk 
Kaya Grandi #23-G, Second Floor —Across from Gio’s Ice Cream,  

Shopping Hours: Tues: 10am to 5:30;  Weds: 10:30 to 5:30    Thurs & Friday: 
10am to 5:30  Saturday: 11am to 4:00pm Closed – Sun. and Mon. 

Phone 599-795-9332    Facebook: Pennylanebonaire  
  Email:  Pennylanebonaire@hotmail.com 

Want to  live on 
Fashion Ave?  
Come to Penny 

Lane and check out 
our hot, new and 
gently used name 
brand clothes sold 
up to 70% less then 
retail prices! And 

leave with an outfit 
worthy of  its own 

street name!  
Find the perfect Mother’s Day 

gifts  at Penny Lane 

The colorful fruits and vegetables of 
the Simadan (harvest time.) 

Wonderfully bright dancers weave 
their way down the street in Rincon. 

   Stamps made for this royal visit  
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On Bonaire there are still some little shops, “tokos,”to be found in the neighborhoods. 
They struggle to survive. In order to get the story behind those shops our reporter visits 

them. If you don’t want those shops to disappear, support them by visiting them. 

          GO GREEN 
 

T ina Woodley is the 
owner of a small 

vegetarian restaurant that she 
runs all by herself. It is called 
GoGreen and is situated in 
the building of Bonaire Ba-
sics at the Kaya Korona 
where it is crossing Kaya 
Jakupepper, near the Botica. 

Tina originally comes from 
Sint Eustatius. From 1971 till 
1977 she lived on Bonaire 
and made career as a weight-
lifter and bodybuilder. She 
owned the first gym on the 
island. At the age of 24 she was the first champion from the Caribbean when she went to 
the world championship in Indiana.  She tells, her eyes shimmering with joy: “When I 
came back from the championship the whole island was there at the airport to welcome 
me. This was heart-warming and at that moment I felt Bonaire was my home”.  That 
feeling of home made her come back in 1999 after living in Holland, Germany and Aus-
tria. 

When I ask her how she came to start a restaurant she reacts: ” I came back to mean 
something for this island and what I do here is meant to contribute to society”. However, 
she needed the discipline and perseverance that had made her a champion to get things 
started here. In Europe she came into contact with the idea of organic food. That con-
sciousness was not to be found on the island. That’s why her first start with an organic 
shop did not work out. Then she moved to Bonaire Basic where she started a restaurant 
with Indian, Ayurvedic food. The restaurant is open from Tuesday till Thursday for 
lunch and Friday for dinner. Once a month there also is a buffet that attracts a lot of peo-
ple. Tina cooks, serves and cleans up and still finds time to talk to her guests. Tina:“ I 
want people to have an experience when coming to my restaurant. It is not just the food, 
I want them to get to know people, have a nice conversation and feel good”.  Tina would 
like to see more real Bonaireans in her restaurant. They are the reason she came back, 
but they form only about 1% of her customers. For Caribbean people it is usually a cul-
ture shock to have a meal without meat. Tina tells: “My father for example always said: 
“I don’t want to eat without meat”. I would like people to get acquainted with all the 
other possibilities to get protein and to try all the herbs that are very healthy and a cure 
for diseases. But if the absence of meat is the reason not to come, I made an exception 
for Friday: I serve also meat that day for dinner. So, I do hope that this will attract more 
people from the island”. 

When asked if she can survive on the income of her restaurant she tells that she can 
cover the costs, but can’t really make a good living out of it. “ It is a work of love,” she 
answered. 

What about the future, does Tina have any plans? Tina tells that 
she is always full of ideas. She would like to turn Bonaire basics 
into a holistic center where you can get Ayurvedic treatment, a 
massage, health advice and do fitness and have healthy food. Let’s 
hope this lady will succeed and continue to cook her healthy and 
tasty meals.   Story and photo by Justine Verschuur   

Tina at the menu board 

I n a festive atmos-
phere at Man-

gazina di Rei the televi-
sion program Heren-
sia” (Heritage) cele-
brated its 15th anniver-
sary.  

Over the years about 
800 people, 70 years of 
age and older, were 
interviewed by journal-
ist Bòi Antoin of 
“Fundashon Históriko 
Kulturál  Boneriano” to 
help keep Bonaire’s 
culture and traditions 
alive.  

The people speak 
about the past life on 
the island and share 
their memories with 
Boi.   

The award-winning 
series can be seen on 
Bonaire, in Curacao on 
TeleCuraçao, channel 
130, St. Maarten Cable 
TV and channel 8 

   TRAPPED! 
Dear Editor, 
 
How long must 

the disabled people 
of Bonaire put up 
with the thought-
less people who 
use the Disabled  
parking  places as 
their private spots 
to park their cars. I have heard rumors 
that the laws have been ready for the 
BC to pass but too date no one seems to 
have the guts to step up and vote on 
them!..I also was told months ago by 
Ruben Didden from OLD that they are 
being held up in The Hague…!  I find 
this to be unbelievable and if true, pretty 
dumb for a body of legislators a few 
thousand kilometers  away to have that 
kind of control. 

The reason I am addressing this now 
is twofold.  I was at the RCN Tax office 
on Friday and was on my scoot mobile.  
There are two disabled parking spots. 
There is also a guard who is on duty to 
direct folks who are able bodied to park 
elsewhere.  I was  able to pull up on the 
one on the left which has to unoccupied. 
The ramp is not accessible if there is a 
car parked in the spot so anyone already 
in the office is trapped if the space is 
taken.   

I was trapped and had to wait while 
they found the culprit who had parked 
in the disabled spot. It did not surprise 
me it was  a person from  Customs in a 
private vehicle.  Either they are hiring 
the disabled or they just plain can’t 
read.  BC, it is time to address these 
traffic l laws that we were promised 
years ago would be passed.   The second 
reason is that we must begin to grow 
our island into a destination that wel-
comes people with all sorts of needs and 
once we solve the problem of how to 
safely get them off the planes, then we 
need to show our residents and visitors 
that we respect everyone’s rights.   
  Michael Gaynor 

Shirley Martes of Extra displays the favorite three shirts that Boi wore durinf the 
filming of the Herensia shows 

Hamoudy Dabboussi, a sponsor of the Herensia project,  
explains its importance. 

Tapestry honoring the 15 years of the show 
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H ave you always wanted to get to 
know your own camera better? 

Thought about asking advice from a profes-
sional photographer with regards to your 
ISO setting, shutter-speed and aperture? 
Maybe wondered whether your composition 
is optimal or how to properly capture move-
ment? 

Here’s your chance. 
Don’t miss out on a 
photography course 
with Nature2Experi-
enced photographer 
Casper Douma. Casper 
is hosting a handful of 
photography courses 
on Bonaire in the next 
few months. These 
courses are geared at 
learning how to use 
your camera correctly 
and work on technique and composition 
with professional feedback. Casper also has 
a night sky and star photography course as 
well as underwater photography courses. 

Blue-eyed and friendly, Casper Douma’s 
laid-back attitude belies a vigorous passion 
for photography and a dedicated desire to 
portray the beauty of natural life in its tradi-
tional habitat. This nature-lover  has trav-
elled around the world to make photos of 
sea creatures such as manta rays, turtles, 

humpback wales and orca’s. He has a soft 
spot for birds, butterflies and insects, a port-
folio full of stunning Northern Light frames 
taken above the Arctic Circle in Andenes, 
Norway and recently, fabulous wind-and 
kite surfing shots on Bonaire. 

Casper moved to the island with his fam-
ily a year ago and enjoys it immensely. 
Bonaire’s natural surroundings nourish his 
photo-passions. His love for diving, sea 
creatures and underwater photography  go 
hand in hand with the challenge of framing 
a quick-batting hummingbird. The clear 
night skies make for outstanding  constella-
tion photos, and countless inspiring shots 
are available at the windsurfing spot in So-
robon or at the kite beach on Bonaire’s 
South Shore. With his photography courses 
he guides and teaches others who share his 
passion. 

Though photography comes a close sec-
ond, Casper’s first love is diving. Casper: 
“We used to go to Argelès-sur-Mer in the 
South of France when I was little. I remem-
ber walking on top of the high cliffs and 
looking down onto the village and seeing 
the clear waters and thinking ‘I want to dive 
into those waters and explore them.’ Years 
later I learned how to dive and went on holi-
day to Egypt. As I was diving I realized I 
saw so many stunning frames underwater 
that I wanted to capture and that is how it 

started.” He smiles and says: “Funny 
enough, when I just started with underwater 
photography I decided to enter an underwa-
ter photography contest in Zeeland, The 
Netherlands, and won first place. I couldn’t 
believe it – I thought it was a joke.” 

Winning that contest made him realize 
that he could truly work as a professional 
underwater photographer and he started 
taking pictures for the well-known Dutch 
magazine Duiken (Diving.) He also created 
his very own Dive Safari together with his 
wife Cora Knopper, to dive and snorkel with 
Humpback wales and Orca’s high up above 
the Arctic Circle in Norway. “Coming eye-
to-eye with an orca changes your life,” ex-
plains Cora, “you feel it in your soul. We 
are only a small part of planet Earth’s natu-
ral life.” 

Casper’s first photography course will be 
a night sky and star photography course on 
May 17. The course will cover understand-
ing exposure in night photography, focusing 
in the dark, infield set up, camera set-up and 
camera gear as well as, for those that are 
interested, time-lapse videos. The course 
will start at 20:00 and take about 3 to 3.5 
hours. You’ll need your camera and prefera-
bly, a tripod. Cost $ US 35. 

The second course is scheduled for May 
31 and teaches you everything about your 
camera including technique, composition, 
fieldwork and feedback. Meet-up is at El 
Mundo Restaurant in Kralendijk’s Kaya 
Grandi and the course takes about 6 hours. 
Cost Us $ 65. Bring your own camera along. 

Other course dates are available. Night 
sky and star photography on June 18, a ba-

sic photography course on June 28th and a 
time-lapse video course on  July 19th. Un-
derwater photography courses are available 
on request. 

So join in! You can contact Casper at 
info@nature2experience.com, call him at 
(00599)795-2498, or surf to 
www.facebook.com/nature2experience for 
more information. Discover your camera’s 
possibilities and the many wonderful fea-
tures of photography.   Sanny Ensing 

~TAKE A PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE ON BONAIRE ~ 

Casper Douma  

The ‘Cassandra’ on Bonaire’s South side. 

A turtle taken at the Salt pier. 
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Sudoku Puzzle Sudoku Solution 

Bonaire Reporter Classifieds— Really Work! 

Got something to buy or sell? 
  

Non-Business Classified Ads (up to 4 lines/ 20± words are still  FREE 
  

Commercial Ads only $0. 77 per word, for each two-week issue.  
Call  786-6518 or 786-6125 or email info@bonairereporter.com  

   LUNCH TO GO 
Starting from $5 per meal.   

Call CHINA NOBO  

717-8981. 
Web site: 

www.chinanobobonaire.com  

Ad Space Available 
Free for non-commercial use 

Cheap for business use. 

16 Flights a day  
between  Bonaire  

and Curaçao 

Divi Divi Air 

Reservations  
24 hours a day 

Call (+5999 839-1515)  
or (5999 563-1913) 

  
MISCELLANEOUS 

  
Certified Dutch/English Teacher: 

Individualized instruction. Learn to 
converse in Dutch and/or English 

Cell: 780-4820 (Karen) 
——————————————- 

For Sale 2 full size folding bicycles 
Make – Montague Model – Navigator 
Call for more info 782-9571 or 785-
2004 

——————————————- 

Spin Bike For Sale.  $500  
Used “Body Bike” in excellent shape 
Commercial grade Call 786-6125 

————————————————- 
2011 Kia Picanto Automatic, Power 
windows/door locks 12,000KM, Excel-
lent Condition asking $11,000,00 or BO 
599-788-1213 
————————————————- 
FOR SALE Private property in Re-
publiek on Kaya Turkesa #19. 1.420m2 
Tel. 795-9760/dovalelaurie@gmail.com 

——————————————— 
FOR SALE: 2½  bath Punt-Vierkant, 

1500 sq. ft., sea view, community pool 
Cable and internet installed $200K USD  
contact 37bonaire@gmail.com 

—————————————— 

FOR SALE by owner. House 2 bed-
rooms + 2 bathrooms at 45 Lagoen Hill. 
Private gardens, ocean view, community 
pool, fully furnished  215US. Info: 
lucie.belisle@hotmail.com 
 ——————————————- 
FOR RENT long term. House 2 bed-
rooms + 2 bathrooms, private gardens, 
ocean view, community pool. Info: 
lucie.belisle@hotmail.com  

Who’s Who on The Bonaire Reporter 
Celebrating 21+ years of continuous publishing 

Take The Reporter Home—1-year subscription: By mail to US $75; By mail to 
Europe $170.  By Internet, Free (asking a $35 Internet donation.) For information about 
subscriptions, stories or advertising in The Bonaire Reporter, PO Box 407, Bonaire, 
Dutch Caribbean; phone (599) 786-6518, 786-6125,  E-mail: info@bonairereporter.com 

The Bonaire Reporter, George DeSalvo (G.D.), Publisher;   
   Laura DeSalvo (L.D.), Editor  
     Address: P. O. Box 407, Bonaire, Dutch Caribbean. Also available on-line at: 
  www.bonairereporter.com   Published every two weeks 

Reporters in this issue:  Douglas Abraham, James Albury, Angliet Baidjoe, Bula 
Bonchi, Maggie Booi, Jane Madden-Disko, Sanny Ensing, Patrick Holian, Greta Koois-
tra, Nathalie Peterson, Dean Regas,  Michael Thiessen, Justine Verschuur,   

 Unattributed photos are by the editor or publisher. 
Distribution: Marlene & Co. (Playa), Yuchi Molina (Rincon), Divi-Divi Airline, Ava 

Rose Wuyts (mailing)    
Housekeeping: JRA.   Printed by: DeStad Drukkerij, Curaçao      

      © 2015 The Bonaire Reporter 

 
 +(599) 785-6272  
hansoutdoor@hotmail.com 
www.outdoorbonaire.com 

 

EXPERIENCE A DIFFERENT BONAIRE 
STAY THREE NIGHTS AT BONAIRE'S 

ONLY ECO LODGE 
Last minute prices:  

$200 (2 pax , 3 nights), $250 (3 pax , 
3 nights), 280$ (4 pax , 3 nights) 

only to be booked max. 2 weeks in 
advance / min. 3 days in advance. 

Call **(599) 785-6272 or email :  
HANSOUTDOOR@HOTMAIL.COM 

WWW.ECOLODGEBONAIRE.COM 

796-6166 

For Quality 
House and Office 

Cleaning  and 
Maintenance ..  

CALL  JRA 
Serving Bonaire for more than 20 years 

Honest, Reliable, Efficient, Thorough, 
Low rates, References. One time or many. 

Phone 785-9041 … and relax. 

Bonaire-Sun Rise/Set, Moon Phase and Tides 
        Winds and weather can further influence the local tide’s height and time 

Day High Low High Low High Sunrise Sunset 

Mon 04 
00:47  

0.71 ft 
10:09  

−0.13 ft       6:14 18:50 

Tue 05 
01:28  

0.75 ft 
10:51  

−0.19 ft       6:14 18:50 

Wed 06 
02:10  

0.80 ft 
11:26  

−0.24 ft       6:14 18:50 

Thu 07 
02:55  

0.83 ft 
11:59  

−0.28 ft 
18:55  

0.20 ft 
20:09  

0.20 ft   6:13 18:50 

Fri 08 
03:40  

0.84 ft 
12:29  

−0.30 ft 
18:37  

0.24 ft 
22:01  

0.20 ft   6:13 18:51 

Sat 09 
04:27  

0.84 ft 
12:58  

−0.31 ft 
18:54  

0.31 ft 
23:22  

0.19 ft   6:13 18:51 

Sun 10 
05:15  

0.81 ft 
13:28  

−0.31 ft 
19:22  

0.40 ft     6:12 18:51 

Mon 11 
L Quar-

ter 
00:37  

0.17 ft 
06:04  

0.74 ft 
13:59  

−0.30 ft 
19:55  

0.51 ft 6:12 18:51 

Tue 12   
01:52  

0.13 ft 
06:55  

0.65 ft 
14:32  

−0.28 ft 
20:35  

0.63 ft 6:12 18:51 

Wed 13   
03:08  

0.09 ft 
07:51  

0.53 ft 
15:05  

−0.24 ft 
21:18  

0.74 ft 6:12 18:52 

Thu 14   
04:25  

0.03 ft 
08:52  

0.40 ft 
15:40  

−0.20 ft 
22:04  

0.84 ft 6:11 18:52 

Fri 15   
05:45  

−0.04 ft 
10:02  

0.28 ft 
16:17  

−0.14 ft 
22:52  

0.92 ft 6:11 18:52 

Sat 16   
07:03  

−0.12 ft 
11:25  

0.18 ft 
16:56  

−0.07 ft 
23:43  

0.97 ft 6:11 18:52 

Sun 17   
08:15  

−0.20 ft 
13:00  

0.13 ft 
17:39  

0.00 ft   6:11 18:53 

Mon 18 
00:36  

0.99 ft 
09:20  

−0.28 ft 
14:39  

0.14 ft 
18:29  

0.07 ft 
New 
Moon 6:11 18:53 
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AIRLINES 
Divi Divi Air- Bonaire’s “on time airline” with 16 flights a day between 

Bonaire and Curaçao. Your first choice for inter-island travel. Now flying  to 
Aruba. 

 

 

AUTOMOBILE DEALER 
Check out Auto City Bonaire for the widest selection of new car brands on 
Bonaire including Chevrolet, Honda, Isuzu, Suzuki, Subaru. Used cars too. 
Complete service department.  Hertz rentals.  

 

BANK 
ORCO Bank offers one-on-one attention, personal banking. Each client is         

a person, not a number.  The office is the historic building at Kaya Grandi 48. 
 

BARS 
Zazu Bar at the Marina at Harbour Village is all you expect in a great 

bar. Super bartender, quality drinks and friendly service. Plus Bonaire’s only 
Rum Bar– over 50 types!  Great hangout spot for divers and sailors. 

 
BEAUTY  
Hair Affair. Expert hair cutting, styling, facials and facial waxing. Great 

new shop on Kaya Grandi.  Walk-in service too. 
  

  BIKES 
 De Freewieler sells bikes and all kinds of bike accessories. They do profes-
sional repairs on almost anything on two wheels.  Have your keys made 
here too.  
 
DENTURE REPAIR 
 All Denture Lab—for the best denture care by an experienced  professional. 
Repairs while you wait. Next to Botika Korona on Kaya J. G. Hernandez. 
 
ON and IN the WATER 
 BHM Bonaire Hydro-test & Maintenance   offers repair of Scuba Equip-
ment, dive tank hydro testing pressure tests with computerized accuracy. 
Pickup and delivery too. 
 Budget Marine has what anyone with a boat needs, and if it’s not in stock 
they can order it quickly. You can also find special hardware for general use 
and components for solar and wind electric systems. 
 Dive Friends has four dive schools and three retail shops so you always get 
the best deals and can be assured of top notch training. Remodeled shop, 
Dushi Shoes on Kaya Grandi, open now. 
 
 GARDEN SUPPLIES AND SERVICES 
 Green Label has everything you need to start or maintain your garden. They 
can design, install and maintain it and offer plants, irrigation supplies and gar-
den chemicals. Off Kaya Industria, behind Lucky Supermarket. 
    
HOME CARE 
 VanEps Property Management B.V./Bonaire Second Home Care can 
handle all the needs of second home owners on Bonaire including inspection, 
management and cleaning.  
 
NUTRITION 
  
 Nature’s Discount has a 
complete selection of vita-
mins, supplements, herbs, 
sports nutrition, body care 
and natural foods. 
 
LIQUORS, WINES and MORE 
Best Cellars has one of the island’s widest selection of spirits including 
“hard-to-fins” brands.  In addition there is an exceptional assortment of 
wines, tobacco products and everything needed for a great party. 
 
OPTICIAN 
Buena Vista Optics is Bonaire’s most up-to-date place to get eyeglasses or 
contact lenses.  The combination of experienced personnel and advanced 
equipment and technology make it a top value 
 
 PHOTOGRAPHER 

Bonaire’s creative above or underwater video and still photographer 
for the wedding or other important events in your life.  ScubaVision, 
Kaya Grandi 6. See website scubavision.info or ScubaVision on YouTube. 
NEW– Drone photography 

REAL ESTATE /RENTAL AGENTS  
 Re/Max Paradise Homes: Lots of 
choices in real estate—International/US 
connections. Experienced staff.  List with 
them to sell fast.  
 
 
Sunbelt Realty offers full real es-
tate, rental, and insurance services. If 
you want a home or to invest in Bon-
aire, stop in and visit. 
 
 
RESTAURANTS 
Bistro de Paris— Waterfront location at the Har-
bour Village Marina. Superb menu, genuine French 
dishes in a waterfront ambiance. Airco if you want 
it.  Its Zazu Bar is a very popular hangout for divers 
too. 
 
Bobbejans– Bonaire’s quintessential “rib joint” not only has some of the best 
ribs but tasty extras like Gado-Gado, pork chops and fries. Open Friday night 
and weekends only. 
 
La Balandra at The Harbour Village Resort offers 
Bonaire’s most spectacular setting.  Superb cuisine, 
top notch service.  Eat on the deck or with your feet in 
the sand.   
 
Pasa Bon Pizza—Bonaire’s quality pizza-Best ingre-
dients, best baking and best taste.  Great salads and lasagna too. Eat in or take 
away. 
 

RETAIL 
Dushi Shoes & Dive Friends Shops – featuring Clarks, Guess, DC Shoes, 

Reefs – as well as Tee Shirts for men and women.  
 
The Tung Fong Store is a great asset to everyone on Bonaire because it 

stocks so many thing we want: clothes, hardware, food, auto and bike sup-
plies. If you don’t see it… ask for it. They probably have it. 

 
Penny Lane is Bonaire’s first upscale con-

signment store.  Buy fashionable, top brand 
clothing, high quality toys and more for a 
fraction of their original price.   
 
SECURITY 
Special Security Services will provide that extra measure of protection when 
you need it. Always reliable.  
 

STORAGE  
The Storehouse  (Mangazina in Papiamentu) 

offers Secure Storage for Vehicles, Household 
Items, Diving and Sporting Gear, Business Files or 
Inventory. Across from the northern  hotel row. 

 
  
 SHIPPING 

Rocargo Freight  Air and sea shipments in/out of 
Bonaire. Customs agents. Professional and efficient. 
FedEx agent.  What would we do without their 
superb services? 

 
SPAS/GYM/FITNESS 
Bon Bida Spa & Gym World Class fitness and 

health facility-  Classes, top notch machines, trainers. Spin bike HQ for Bon-
aire. Day, monthly or annual rates.   

 
SUPERMARKETS 
TOP Supermarket— 
Conveniently located downtown at 

the old Cultimara location. Featuring a 
complete selection including liquors, 
fresh meat, fruit and vegetables.  

 
WATER TAXI   
Get to Klein Bonaire by Ferry.  Ride the Kantika  di Amor.  Hotel or 

downtown pickup The only water taxi to Klein Bonaire with an easy on/off 
built-in ramp at Bonaire Nautico (It Rains Fishes Restaurant) 

Free listing in this directory for regular 
Reporter advertisers 
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REGULAR EVENTS 
  Rooi Lamoenchi Kunuku Park 
Tours $21 (includes tax). Discounts for 
residents and local people. Tel. 717-
8489, 540-9800. 
Soldachi Tours—See the Real Bonaire 
and be transported back in time. Learn 
about the history, culture and nature by 
Bonaireans from Rincon. Call Maria 
Koeks for more information: 796-7870, 
717-6435. 
Parke di Libertat -Park-playground 
and canteen (formerly Dare to Care 
Park)  Behind the hospital. Open Mon-
day-Saturday 8am-7pm. Free entry.  
 
Saturdays 
•Marshe di Kunukeru (Farmers’ Mar-
ket) First Saturday of the month, at 
Kriabon, Kaminda Jatu Baco #55, next 
to Aquamarin School, 8am to 1pm. 

•Tera Kora Ranch Market—2nd & 
3rd Saturdays- local produce, clothes, 
food, games for kids, 2nd hand items 

•Monthly Cultural Market at Man-
gazina di Rei—Last Saturday of the 
month, 8am-2pm. See the real Bonaire: 
traditional music, crafts, local produce, 
Creole kitchen, educational presenta-
tions. Mangazina di Rei is on the Rin-
con Road, at the eastern entrance to 
Rincon 

•Last Saturday of the month – donate 
foods and household items to Food 
Bank (Stichting voedselbank Bonaire) 
from 9:30am-2pm in front of Van den 
Tweel Supermarket Z Rei is on the i 

•Bonaire Animal Shelter’s “Garage 
Sale” Pakus di Pruga—every Satur-
day, 8am-5pm. At Kaminda Liberador 
Simon Bolivar, across from Brandaris 
Café. Tel. 717-4989. Drop off cast offs 
on Saturdays or at the Shelter on the 
Lagoen Road weekdays. 717-4989 
• Wine Tasting at Antillean Wine 
Company’s warehouse on Kaya Indus-
tria, Second Saturday of the month, 7-
9 pm. (Always call to make sure it’s on: 
Tel. +5999-560-7539. ) Snacks and tast-
ing of six wines for $10 per person. 
•Petanque- Jeu de Boules, 2:30-6 
pm,   Landhuis DE TUIN  on the road 
to Lac Bai.  Info: 786-0150  
Sundays 

•Landhuis DeTuin- Real Jamaican 
BBQ on the terrace of the land house 
in the quiet countryside. Jerk Chicken, 
BBQ Chicken, Seafood Curry, Veggie 
Dish, Child’s plate, Bread Pudding. On 
the road to Lac Bai – Kaminda Lac 
#101. Follow the signs, 12 noon to 6 
pm. Tel. +599-786-6816, +599-701-
1982. A Forsa training school. 

•Kunuku Arawak - Music, drinks, local 
food, dancing, 10 am—6 pm. Live mu-
sic starts at 4 pm. Tel.786-7210 
Mondays 

• Bonaire Goat Cheese Farm Tour—9 
am. Meet the goats, see milking, cheese 
making and more. $10 includes cheese 
tasting and tea, Kids $5.   786-6950- 
Also on Wednesdays & Fridays.   

•Happy Hour at Captain Don’s Habi-
tat Bar. The books of Bonaire’s dive 
pioneer, Captain Don, will be available: 
Island Adrift, Shangri-la, Sea Trauma 
and the newest book Reef Windows. 
5:30-7pm. Tel. 717-8290.  

Wednesdays 
•Bonaire Goat Cheese Farm Tour—

9am. See Monday for more informa-
tion.  

•Divers’ Night at Zazu Bar at Bistro 
de Paris Restaurant at Harbour Vil-
lage Marina.  Free house rum when 
you buy a coke.  

 

• Echo Parrot (Lora) Foundation  
tours at the Dos Pos Conservation Cen-
tre. Get an insight into Echo's work and 
their efforts to protect this endangered 
species. Book your private tour for $30 
per person (minimum of 2) through 
Flow: info@flowbonaire.com Phone 
+599 788 4636. Or come to the weekly 
tour on Wednesday 4.30 pm. Meet at 
the Dos Pos windmill and bring good 
shoes as it is 'off road'. We invite you to 
enjoy Bonaire's nature!  

• Sea Turtle Conservation Bonaire 
(STCB) presents an informative slide 
show: Sea Turtles of Bonaire, at 8pm, 
every  2nd and 4th Wednesday in the 
conference room at Captain Don's 
Habitat (717-8290) 

Fridays 
•Bonaire Goat Cheese Farm Tour—
9am. See Monday for more informa-
tion  

• 

   BONAIRE’S TRADITIONS 
 Mangasina di Rei,  Rincon.  Enjoy the 

view from “The King’s Storehouse.” Learn 
about Bonaire’s  culture. Visit homes from the 
17th century. Daily. Call  717-4060 /  790-
2018  

Chichi i Tan Museum. Step into the 
past—a typical old Bonairean home, 
furnishings and garden. Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays. 10am
-3pm. 1st Sunday of month, live per-
formances of local musicians, arts & 
crafts. Free but donations appreciated. 
Kaya Melon #4, behind Rose Inn in 
Rincon. 786-6420/78-7842 

Washington-Slagbaai National Park 
Museum and Visitors’ Center. Open 
daily 8 am-5 pm. Closed on December 
25th and January 1st. Call 788 - 9015 or 
796 - 5681 

 

CLUBS and MEETINGS 
Bridge Club -  Every Wednesday, 

Bridge Club on Bonaire. 19:15, contact 
Jeroen Seegers for information tel. 717-
4200or788-2819 or  
peejeesee@gmail.com  
  Lions Club meets every 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of the month at 8 pm at Kaya 
Sabana #1. All Lions welcome. For more 
information call 510-0710. 

  Rotary lunch meetings Wednesdays, 
12:15-2 pm - Divi Flamingo Beach Re-
sort in Peter Hughes meeting room up-
stairs above the dive shop. All Rotarians 
welcome. Call Gregory Obersi 785-
9446.  

Toastmasters Club meets every two 
weeks. For more information call Cru-
sita de Palm at 786-3827 or Lucia Marti-
nez Beck, at 786-2953.   

 
CHURCH  SERVICES  

Protestant Congregation of Bonaire: 
( VPGB ), Kralendijk, Plaza Wilhel-
mina; Sunday service-10 am in Dutch. 
Rincon, Kaya C.D. Crestian; Sunday 
service-8:30 am in Papiamentu/Dutch. 

Children’s club-every Saturday from 

4:30-6 pm in Kralendijk, (annex of the 
church.) Contact;  Marytjin@gmail.com 
or Daisycoffie@hotmail.com 

International Bible Church, Kaya 
Papago 104, Hato, behind Bon Fysio/
Bon Bida Spa & Gym on Kaya Gob. N. 
Debrot. Sunday 9am-Worship service in 
English; 10:45am-Sunday school for all 
ages. Tuesday 7:00 pm-Adult Bible 
study class. 717-8377 for more info or 
ride bonaireibc@yahoo.com 

Catholic: San Bernardus in Kralendijk 
– Services, Sunday at 8 am and 7 pm in 
Papiamentu, 717-8332.  

 Our Lady of Coromoto in Antriol, 
Saturday at 6 pm in English. Mass in 
Papiamentu on Sunday at 9 am and 6 
pm. 717-4211.  

Assembly of God (Asemblea di 
Dios): Kaya Triton (Den Cheffi). In 
English, Dutch & Papiamentu on Sunday 
at 10 am. Wed.  Prayer Meeting at 7:30 
pm. 717-2194      

Ministerio di Kristu Hesus Services  
Sunday mornings at 10 am at Jong Bonaire 
Youth Center in English, Dutch and Papia-
mentu.  Preaching the full gospel. Contact: 
786-2557. 

 Prayer and Intercession Church, in 
English. A full Gospel Church located 
temporarily at Kaya Alexandrit # 20, 
Santa Barbara, Republiek. Services are 
held Sunday mornings10am-11:30am. 
Bible studies in English on Monday 
nights from 7-8 pm.  Contact: 717-3322 

 The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints:  Kaya Sabana #26, Sun-
days:  9 am Sacrament Services 
(Translation to English and Papiamentu 
upon request)  10:20am- Sunday School 
11:15 RS/YM/YW/PH  Primary held 
from 10:20-12 noon Visitors wel-
come:  Information: Call 701-9522 .  

 

Foundation Fountain of Living Wa-
ters, Centro Fuente, Service Sunday at 
Kaya Aruaco 4 at 6 pm, in Papiamentu 
and Spanish. For Marriage Counseling, 
contact 717-2161. 

Iglesia di Cristo (Church of Christ) 
Sunday: 10:30am & 7pm; Wednesday: 
7pm. Services in Papiamentu (English 
also if needed) Address: Kaya Msgr. 
Nwndt .25 (same street as Dr. Dorvil) 
Cell: 796-0721. email: iglesiadicristobo-
naire @gmail.com 

CLOSE-IN EVENTS 
  

 
Thursday, May 14 Ascension Day 

– Legal Holiday– traditional first 
communion day 

ay 14 Ascension Day 

Saturday, May 23 -Concert -The 
Classical Music Board Bonaire is 
organizing a concert on at 8 pm at 
Plaza Resort. See pages 3 and  19 
for more details. 

 
May 21- 25- Sorobon Masters 

Windsurfing at the Sorobon Beach 
Resort, World class multi-discipline 
windsurfing competition. For info 
email organisa-
tie@sorobonmasters.com 

 
Saturday, May 30—Monthly 

Cultural Market at Mangazina di 
Rei, 8am—2pm. Traditional music, 
crafts, local produce, Creole kitchen 

 
June 12-14 - Paul Hedderman  

Talks— talks that look at the di-
lemma of mind created problems 
and offer a profoundly simple way 
of stepping out. 

Single night $50, All 3 nights 
$100  Limited Space available Res-
ervations Email: mireille@conet.net 
tel. + 599 700-2950 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
July 2015  — Plan for Mindful-

ness Retreats for the summer of 
2015.  The two sessions are July 25 
through August 1 and August 1 
through 8.  The focus will be on 
daily guided meditations at various 
locations in Bonaire. Also yoga, 
nature hikes and one-on-one thera-
pist session will be offered.    For 
more information email 
ann@bonairecaribbean.com 

 

 

Check CARIB INN 
First. Great Prices  

Scuba Sales 
Repair - Replacement 

New Gear - Accessories  

 

Always Great Values   

Dive gear specials 

     CARIB INN 
Since 1980 

PADI 5 STAR GOLD PALM  
717-8819 - 8 am to 5 pm daily      

(next to Divi Flamingo Hotel) 
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*to find it... just look up 
CONNECTING THE DOTS THE SKY PARK WAY! 

       May 2015  

ARIES (Mar. 21- April 20)  You will 
have an inaccurate assessment of your 
status in society. Your fight for those 
less fortunate is not likely to end in 
sweet victory. Past partners are likely to 
reappear. Do not get involved with indi-
viduals who are already committed to 
others. Your lucky day this week will be 
Saturday. 

 TAURUS (Apr. 21- May 21)  Make 
the necessary changes that will enable 
you to advance financially. Older rela-
tives may be a burden. Include the whole 
family or those you love. Elders may get 
you going this week. Your lucky day this 
week will be Friday. 

 GEMINI (May 22-June 21)  Friends 
and relatives may be hard to take this 
week. You can become obsessed with 
detail and must be sure to divide your 
time appropriately. You will benefit 
through hidden assets and property in-
vestments. Try to deal with it quickly; 
don't dwell on past regrets. Your lucky 
day this week will be Saturday. 

 CANCER (June 22-July 22)  You can 
help them more than they can help you. 
Your relationship appears to be stressed 
out and depleted. Your creative ideas 
will be put to good use if you dig in and 
do things around the house that will 
make your family happy. If they don't 
like the plan, suggest that they con trib-
ute a little. Your lucky day this week 
will be Sunday.  

 LEO (July 23-Aug 22)  Find out ex-
actly what's expected of you and you'll 
be surprised to find out how capable you 
are. Don't be too quick to judge. Roman-
tic relationships could be under pressure. 
Sudden changes regarding colleagues 
may surprise you. Your lucky day this 
week will be Saturday. 

 VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23)  Visitors 
may be likely to drop by. Concentrate on 
your career and on making money. Try 
not to lend or borrow money this week. 
Be careful when dealing with female 
members of your family. Your lucky day 
this week will be Tuesday. 

 LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23)  You may 
find that children are not as accepting as 

you have been. You can be sure that any 
dealing with large institutions should go 
well. Discord could be unnerving. Do 
not sign contracts or get involved in any 
uncertain financial deals. Your lucky day 
this week will be Monday. 

 SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 
22)  Entertainment could be pleasing if it 
is of an energetic nature. You will do 
extremely well if you get involved in 
competitive activities this week. Proceed 
with caution if operating equipment or 
vehicles. Go over their important docu-
ments and take the time to suggest alter-
natives. Your lucky day this week will 
be Thursday. 

 SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 -Dec. 
21)  Your involvement in groups will be 
favorable for meeting new and exciting 
individuals. Family outings that aren't 
expensive will be enjoyable and help 
strengthen ties. Develop some of your 
good ideas. Don't forget that your budget 
is limited right now. Your lucky day this 
week will be Monday. 

 CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 
20)  Pushy people must be kept at arm's 
length. Stomach problems could prevail 
if you haven't been watching your diet. 
You must take care not to over exert 
yourself if involved in sports. You are 
best to keep your money tied up in a safe 
and secure place. Your lucky day this 
week will be Sunday. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19)  Minor 
health problems could result through 
exhaustion. You can pick up additional 
responsibility that will lead to higher 
wages and a better position. Don't be too 
eager to give a piece of your mind or 
even your opinion this week. Don't bend 
to the pressure. Your lucky day this 
week will be Saturday. 

 PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20)  Your 
emotions are fluctuating, so be careful 
not to say things you'll regret. You might 
find that coworkers will support your 
endeavors. Be tactful if you see flaws in 
someone else's work. Delve into your 
work if you can't make amends at home. 
Your lucky day this week will be Satur-
day.  Astrologer Michael Thiessen 

 

 

•• Transport of Money 

  and Valuables 

•• Private Investigations 

•• Vehicle patrols 

•• Burglar Alarms 

•• Fire Alarm Systems 

In Business 
Over 30 Years 

Kaya Nikiboko Nord 37A, PO Box 225     Tel: (599) 717- 8125   
Fax (599) 717- 6125          E-mail sss@bonairelive.com 

D id you know that the international 
astronomical union officially rec-

ognizes 88 constellations? 
Eighty-eight constellations may sound 

like a lot, but from where most people 
live, they can only see a few dozen of 
them. There's only one region of the world 
where you can see all 88 constellations 
and that's the equator. There, during the 
course of the year, you can see all the 
constellations.  

And some of them are pretty strange. 
We're all familiar with the constellation of 
Ursa Major the great bear/Orion the 
hunter. But did you know that from the 
equator and places south of it, you can see 
constellations representing more modern 
things, like… microscopes and furnaces? 

You're probably wondering, who came 
up with all these constellations and how 
can we come up with our own star pat-
terns? 

So make the stars your own. Play con-
nect the dots… the Sky Park way. For 
thousands of years, our ancestors have 
looked up at the night sky and wondered 
what it all was. Without a scientific under-
standing of what the stars actually were 
many ancient cultures thought the stars 
were either distant campfires or even 
gods. Each of these points of light was 
fixed in position, relative to the others; 
appearing to rise in the east and set in the 
west, night after night. Imagine how magi-
cal, mysterious and awesome the heavens 
must have seemed to Bonaire’s early Indi-
ans. As a person went from youth to old 
age, they would see the same stars in the 
same locations year after year; the same at 
age 5 as at age 50. We humans love to 
make patterns out of things we see that are 
fairly random; like seeing the shape of a 
bunny rabbit in the clouds on a lazy sum-
mer day.  

So, although the distribution of the stars 
in the night sky is random, your brain 
immediately wants to make patterns out of 
the brightest stars.  So, as our ancestors 
spent their evenings gazing at the stars, 
they would play a celestial game of con-
nect-the-dots, making patterns (both big 
and small) that represented objects, ani-
mals or people. We call these patterns, 
constellations. 

There are currently 88 officially recog-
nized constellations in modern astronomy. 
Which constellations you can see depends 
on where on earth you're observing. For 
example, people who live in Australia can 
see some of the same stars that we can see 
from Bonaire, but not all of them and vice 
versa. 

Australians can see the Southern Cross, 
high in the heavens; Bonaire sees it close 
to the southern horizon for part of the 
year. We can see Ursa Major (the Great 
Bear) and Lyra (the Harp), but New 
Zealanders can see Pavo (the peacock) 
and Horologium (the Clock).  

So, as people around the world played 
connect-the-dots with the stars, They 
would create fanciful stories about each of 
the constellations they created. Many of 
these stories were used to pass down cul-
tural values of morality, or tell stories 
about love, courage or honor. As northern 
astronomers began visiting the southern 
hemisphere, they made their own constel-
lations and named them after more mod-
ern objects and animals, like microscopes 
and toucans. 

Let’s revive the habit of creating new 
stories and new star patterns. Make the 
stars your own. Start connecting the dots 
and see what fun patterns you can come 
up with. Who knows? You might be the 
first person to create the constellation of 
the parrotfish, divi-divi tree, the flamingo 
or maybe even the cell phone.
 Dean Regas & James Albury 

AFFORDABLE

NetTech N.V.
info@NetTech.an
www.NetTech.an
Tel: 717-6773
Fax: 717-7854

Domain Registrations
E-mail Hosting
Anti-Spam & Anti-Virus
Web Site Design
Web Site Hosting
Marketing Consulting
Internet Consulting
Photographic Services
Graphic Design

 info@nettechnv.com 
www.nettechnv.com 



Page 18   Bonaire Reporter- April 20-May 18, 2015  

 
 

ZACHARY 
 

H andsome Zachary has the most 
beautiful "golden" eyes of any 

cat you'll probably ever see. He has 
lived at the shelter for two years, al-
most his entire life. Zachary arrived as 
a young kitten in 2013, he was 
scrawny and not particularly attractive. 
However, over the last two years he 
has blossomed into an extremely hand-
some, smart and affectionate young 
man. His chest and belly are white and 
he wears a beautiful "hood and saddle" 
of brown, grey and black tabby stripes.  

 
Zachary is a wonderful "companion" 

cat, he loves to be around people but is 
never intrusive or demanding of your 
attention. He is more than happy to 
just sit next to you while you do what-
ever it is that needs doing....but a cou-
ple strokes now and then would be 
greatly appreciated! A favorite diver-
sion for Zachary is to get to a place 
that is eye level with a human and just 
sit and "talk" with you. Of course, you 
do the talking...he just watches, blinks 
in acknowledgment and requests a few 
head bumps or pets if you're up for it.  

 
Kittens are quickly adopted at most 

animal shelters, but wonderful adult 
cats like Zachary are often ignored. As 
has been said many times before in this 
column, adopting an adult cat is often 
a better choice. This is especially true 
if you work every day or have a busy 
life. When you adopt a kitten, you’re 
bringing in a cat who is still develop-
ing his temperament and personality. 
In order to properly socialize a kitten, 
you need to be able to be there to posi-
tively reinforce the behavior you want 
to see. Adult cats are settled into who 
they are, so you already know whether 
you’re getting a “lap fungus” or an 
excited adventurer, for example.  

"Mr. Golden Eyes" is two years old, 
sterilized, and in perfect health and has 

been waiting a long time for his for-
ever home. He gets along famously 
with all his shelter roommates, but is 
more than content to play on his 
own....not a moving toy, fly or "crawly 
thing" gets by him, so your home will 
likely be rodent, bug and lizard free if 
he's around.  Zachary would be a de-
light to have as your feline friend, 
come meet him and see if you agree. 
He and all his shelter compatriots wel-
come visitors Monday through Satur-
day, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. to 5 
p.m., Lagun Road 26. You can check 
out all the cats waiting for new homes 
via live video at 
www.bonairecatcam.com   
  
Jane Madden Disko 

 

Kaya Grandi 32B, down a bit in the alley in 
between Best Pearls and Gio’s Ice Parlor 

Experienced Staff  
  

Eye Exams on site 
  

Advanced Equipment  
  

Lens Fabrication 
  

Top Brands: 
Ray Ban, Oakley,  
Lacoste, Chanel 

 

In restaurants and supermarkets 

Laura DeSalvo photo 

M eet Ani-
mal Shel-

ter devoted volun-
teer Lilian, she is 
posing with our 
Dogs of the week,  
beautiful Woopy 
and handsome 
Isaak.  Two 
smart, sweet and 
well behaved dogs.  
They are looking 
for a forever 
home! Both dogs 
are great with kids 
and other dogs. 
They are healthy 
and full of life and 
love.  
 
Woopy (on the 
right):  She was 
found wondering 
on the streets. Af-
ter many an-
nouncements on 
internet nobody 
came to search for 
her so she became 
an Animal Shelter 
resident and turned in to be a very sweet and easy going young lady. 

 Isaak (on the left): He has been a resident of the Shelter since August last year. 
He grew from puppy into a handsome and young and playful guy, willing to learn 
and be a loyal friend. 

They are both looking for a strong dedicated new owner who can give them lots of 
attention and love. If you’re a looking for a great a companion and are interested in 
adopting Woopy or Isaak or even both of them, please visit the Animal Shelter at 
Kaminda Lagun 26, or call for more information. (717-4989). Nathalie Peterson, 

If you have items that are in good, working and in saleable condition, or if you would 
like to volunteer to help with the weekly garage sale, call 
7174989 or e-mail to:animalshelterbonaire@gmail.com 
 
The Pakus di Pruga is housed in the building across the 
street from Brandaris Café and is manned by volunteers 
from 8 am to 5 pm. And there’s plenty of free parking! 
Nathalie Peterson, 

TIP & NEWS 
Pakus di Pruga: is a sec-

ond hand shop run by volunteers 
to benefit the Animal Shelter 
Bonaire. 
It is the Animal Shelter’s every 
Saturday Garage Sale on Bon-
aire. All funds raised at this ga-
rage sale, will go towards the 
Animal Shelter Bonaire. 

The Animal Shelter Bonaire 
needs to raise funds for the basic 
care and medical services the 
dogs and cats require, like dog 
food, cat food, cat litter, vet 
care, medications, vaccinations 
and other supplies. 

In the local supermarket dairy case  

Demand it in Local Restaurants 

Help Make Bonaire Self-Sustaining 
Bonaire Goat Cheese Farm Tour—9 am, Mon. Wed. and Fri. . Meet the goats, 

see milking, cheese making and more. $10 includes cheese tasting and tea, Kids $5.    

Call 786-6950– for information 
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Choose your size from 5’x5’ to 10’x20’.  
Prices from $32 to $153 per month. 

Out of Space? 

 

peltje van Oranje 2015 prize which is a 
Dutch award of excellence.  This year 
awards were given to organizations that 
improve people’s social-economical cir-
cumstances. The foundation’s leaders 
members and cooperating partners were 
there to meet with the royals and talk 
about the structure and future of Krusada. 
Krusada helps reintegrate people at the 
sideline of their community back into 
society, like those with drug addictions 
and the mentally or physically challenged. 
The foundation has recently taken on pris-
oners that need to re-enter society with 
very positive results. Not only are these 
detainees an example to their peers in 
prison, they are also taught a trade such as 
how to work with metal and wood and 
join in with the work in the vegetable 

green house. As the director of JICN 
(Dutch Caribbean Penal Facilities) Wibo 
de Vries explains: “People need time to 
get used to this new idea in Bonaire. It is 
still in its first stages but we are already 
reaping the positive effects of this pro-
gram. It is very important to work on the 
acceptance of the Bonairean community 
for the positive reintegration of an ex-
detainee in regular society.” Roos 
Barelds, Reclassification Director, ex-
plains that the aftercare of prisoners is a 
real challenge on the island. Barelds: 
“Krusada fills a gap. The possibility of a 
half-way home for ex-detainees at Kru-
sada who are properly guided gives a real 
good chance of a proper re-entry into is-
land society.” The challenge today is to 
finance this program,” she explains.  

 

After a private visit 
with two of the 
youngsters that are in 
Krusada’s program, 
Willem-Alexander 
and Maxima visit the 
greenhouse. “It 
smells delicious in 
here,” Maxima ex-
claims, and she is 
right, as the lush 
garden is full of fresh basil. The tour ends 
at the metal and wood workshop. The 
royal pair seems impressed with the 
space, and with the work done at Krusada. 
“See you soon in Holland,” Maxima says 
and smiles at director Eric de Jong. Then 
they turn and board the bus back to the 
hotel.  

Aruba is next on their itinerary before 

they fly back home to the Netherlands.  
The royals’ visit to Bonaire and Dia di 

Rincon was a great success especially for 
the founders of the local festive event and 
the village’s inhabitants who have now 
royally put their day on the map.    

Story and photos by Sanny Ensing 

Royals at Rincon (Continued from page 11) 

 Krusada foundation director Eric de Jong speaks with the queen and king 

Dancers take the stage at Dia di Rincon. 
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Best Cellars Bonaire 
Kaya Industria Pariba 

(Opposite Bonaire Food Group) 

 

717-1995 

bonaire@mail.com 


